


Opening Remarks and Introductions 
Emily Fife, Acting State Conservationist 
(602) 280-8808 or Emily.Fife@az.usda.gov

• NRCS is now aligned under the mission area of Farm Production and Conservation
(FP AC) along with Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

• In an effort to streamline processes, a common business center for administrative support
is being developed and will be called the FP AC Business Center.

• We are still under a continuing resolution until December 8, 2017.
• We haven't received any direction of our allocation yet. We usually we have a letter by

now. We don't know any funding as of yet, i.e., staff, EQIP, etc.
• The hiring freeze that we were under was lifted but the Department has restricted our

hiring capabilities. In FYl 7 we were allowed to hire 3 out of 20 positions in Arizona.
Three offers were made and only one accepted. We have two still in limbo. We don't
know if they will go back on the hiring list.

• We are waiting on FYl 8 hiring strategy approval. The Department has put a cap at
10,300 total employees. It is uncertain which positions we can hire. We can't do
reassignments right now. NRCS wants to increase the field level positions. It was
proposed to have internal moves to increase field level staffing due to employee attrition.
We will share as we learn the outcomes.

Partner Spotlight 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

VIDEO - Hugh Hammond Bennett: The Story of America's Private Lands Conservation 
Movement 

• The Hugh Hammond Bennett video can be found at the following link:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/about/history/?cid=NRCSEPR
01356274

• This documentary highlights our roots and what our core and mission values are as an
agency.

FYI 7 Summary 

Lori Kassib, Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Programs 

(602) 280-8800 or Lori.Kassib@co.usda.gov

FYl 7 Applications 
• A map was presented which showed the number ofFYl 7 Financial Assistance Program

Applications Received by Field Office. Prescott Valley and Willcox had the highest
number of applications.

• A graph of FYl 7 Applications by Field Office were shown which included the type of
program areas that were requested. The majority of the applications were for EQIP
funds.
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/cspsearch/national/programs/financial/csp/


Discussion: 
� A question was asked what the funding was that went to Kingman. Emily stated 

that in Arizona that Air Quality funding goes primarily toward improving 
irrigation systems. 

� A question was asked to describe a Seasonal High Tunnel. A brief description of 

a Seasonal High Tunnel is that they are plastic covered structures that are usually 
used to extend the growing season. They are not green houses. 

FYI 7 Summary Wrap-up 
• A pie chart was presented which showed the breakdown of EQIP funding by initiative.

The majority of contracts and funding were General EQIP.
• A map was presented which showed the total number of acres impacted in Arizona.
• A summary chart was presented for 2017 Applications, Contracts and Obligations.
• A pie chart was shown which divided the EQIP contracts by Land Use.

Discussion: 
� A question was asked to define Strike Force. Strike Force is a USDA initiative 

that provides assistance to historically under-served communities. Arizona is the 
only state where every county is eligible for Strike Force funds. 

� A question was asked if we had EQIP acres broken down into 
private/State/Federal/Tribal lands. Emily said that our current system makes it 
difficult to break down the information in that way. 

FY18 Program Rollout 

Lori Kassib, Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Programs 

(602) 280-8800 or Lori.Kassib@co.usda.gov
• We expect similar deadlines and funding as last year for programs.
• Our initial allocation was $11 million total and by the end of the year we obligated $22

million.
• We had an alternative funding agreement with Gila River Indian Community with $8

million going towards water quality.
• We are hopeful that will be reflected in FY 18.
• Obligation amounts vary by state and typically are allocated based on the state's

historical amount of applications received and contracted.

Easements Summary and Moving Forward 

Lori Kassib, Acting Assistant State Conservationist for Programs 

(602) 280-8800 or Lori.Kassib@co.usda.gov
• Slides were presented detailing the FY 17 Summary for Easements and FY 18 Easement

deadlines and current applications received.
• Arizona has requested $6 million for FY 18.
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1372131&ext=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1372132&ext=pdf
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1374867&ext=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1372128&ext=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1372129&ext=pdf
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1372130&ext=pdf


http://www.agribusinessarizona.org/


https://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/arizona/howwework/arizona-salt-verde-valley-water-fund.xml
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/az/technical/stc/minutes/



