
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

MICHIGAN TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
July 17, 2019 

CALL TO ORDER Kim Wieber, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Assistant State Conservationist-Programs, called the meeting to order at 
1:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL Richard Bowman (TNC); Laura Campbell (Farm Bureau); Thad Cleary 
(MDEQ); Brian Geerlings (MI Allied Poultry Industries); Jim Hazelman 
(USFWS); Dale Allen for Joel Johnson (FSA); Mary Kelpinski 
(MPPA); Sonja Lapak (MI Soybean); Dean Letter (MMPA); Sally 
McConnachie (FSA State Committee); Mike Parker (MDNR); Lori 
Phalen for Art Pelon (MACD); Matt Germane for George Quackenbush 
(MI Cattlemen’s Association); John Switzer (MDARD); Paul Thomas 
(EPA); Amy Upton (MNLA); and Ben Beaman for Bill Vander Zouwen 
(Pheasants Forever) were present. 

OTHERS Abby Smith (NRCS); Becky Otto (NRCS); Mike Ludlam (Allegan CD); 
Greg Todd (FSA); and Rick Woodford (NRCS). 

MINUTES The minutes from the January 16, 2019 meeting were reviewed and, 
hearing no changes, accepted as presented. 

Kim asked if there were any changes or additions to the agenda.  There 
were no changes to the agenda, and the meeting continued. 

NEW BUSINESS 

EQIP Scenario for Mike Ludlam, MAEAP Technician, Allegan CD 
Irrigation 

Mike presented information regarding an irrigation proposal to convert 
registered surface water withdrawals to well water withdrawals along 
the Kalamazoo River and potentially pay for some of the expense 
through EQIP funding. This proposal would benefit nursery growers 
who operate near the Kalamazoo River.  There are several reasons for 
potential conversion of the water source, some of which are the 
following: 1) prevention of a disruption to irrigation for the farmers 
during the Superfund cleanup of the Kalamazoo River sponsored by the 
EPA and MDNR; 2) enhancement of water quality for the farmer, 
wildlife and fishery in the river; 3) the removal of the irrigation pumps 
powered by diesel fuel from close proximity to surface water; 4) 
removal of pumping plants would limit erosion to the river banks; 5) 
energy savings and energy efficiency by moving away from diesel fuel 
to electric efficient variable frequency drive pumping plants; and 6) a 
consistent source of water that can be tested for minerals and other 
nutrients that will be applied to the soil during the irrigation process, 
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allowing the farmer to amend and fine tune their nutrient program for 
better balanced soil health. 

The costs involved in the conversion come down to the drilling of a 
new irrigation well and then hooking up a variable frequency drive 
pump to the well.  The other costs involved are the updating and 
installation of a new electrical service and connection of the new well 
to the existing irrigation systems.  The drilling of the wells with the 
pumps will be approximately $50,000 each.  This would be a 12-inch 
irrigation well drilled to approximately 100 feet of depth.  The pumps 
would be 100 hp as recommended by licensed well drillers.  The power 
hookup varies depending on the farm and locations of the new 
proposed well. 

Mike stated that this conversion would be a great opportunity to assist 
farmers in obtaining a better source of irrigation water resulting in 
better soil health. All the farmers involved have expressed concerns 
about the surface water withdrawal and have all worked toward 
MAEAP verification. They have worked with NRCS to better their 
farming practices and take care of our natural resources. 

This project would benefit the public’s recreational use on the 
Kalamazoo River by removing the sight and sounds of the pumps along 
a “Natural River” as the Kalamazoo has been deemed by the State of 
Michigan. Allowing this water withdrawal conversion to be utilized as 
an EQIP practice in Michigan would enhance stewardship of our 
State’s water resources.  In this case especially, the Kalamazoo River is 
an impaired watershed that has been deemed a Superfund site by the 
EPA. The long-term benefits to both producers and the environment 
will far outweigh the initial cost of approximately $550,000 for the 
total project. 

The MTC decided that this proposal would be discussed in further 
detail at the next EQIP subgroup meeting. 

Critical Areas Paul Thomas, EPA 
Subgroup Report 

Paul formed a subgroup to talk about critical areas in Michigan.  This 
subgroup met, and Paul gave the MTC a brief report of this meeting.  
The group talked about having more detailed soil testing and working 
with crop consultants. They also talked about the possibility of 
conducting a social indicator survey. 

As a result of this meeting, the group formulated some more detailed 
actions. To address the needs of farmers in critical areas, the group 
decided more aggressive outreach needs to take place.  Working more 
cooperatively with crop consultants was also seen as a need.  They also 
thought some new watersheds might need to be added as NWQI 
watersheds and wondered if a change to the EQIP ranking formula 
might help some producers. 
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It was suggested that the group get together one more time to develop 
priorities and bring high-level recommendations back to the MTC.  Paul 
agreed to do this and indicated he would be sending out an email to the 
group in order to convene another meeting. 

Disaster Recovery Kim Wieber, ASTC-Programs, NRCS 
Initiative 

Kim gave a brief synopsis of the EQIP Disaster Recovery Initiative.  
She indicated that NRCS-Michigan has requested 2019/2020 GLRI-
WLEB funds to be used in the Saginaw Bay to help with this effort.  
Greg Todd gave the FSA perspective on the disaster recovery efforts. 

Conservation 
Stewardship 
Program-Grassland 
Conservation 
Initiative 

Abby Smith, CSP Coordinator, NRCS 

Abby introduced the Conservation Stewardship Program-Grassland 
Conservation Initiative (CSP-GCI) to the MTC.  The GCI assists 
participants in protecting grazing uses; conserving and improving soil, 
water, and wildlife resources; and achieving related conservation values 
by conserving eligible land through grassland conservation contracts.  
GCI participants must agree to meet or exceed the planning criteria for 
at least one of the priority resource concerns:  Soil Erosion, Soil Quality 
Degradation, Water Quality Degradation, Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Improvement, Air Quality Impacts, Degraded Plant Condition, and/or 
Livestock Production Limitation. 

Participants must develop a conservation stewardship plan that will 
meet the following criteria:  1) Address resource concerns and activities 
related to grassland, 2) Manage and control the establishment and/or 
spread of invasive species, and 3) Manage the land to meet or exceed 
the NRCS planning criteria for the identified priority resource 
concern(s) as required through the National Planning Procedures 
Handbook and recorded in the conservation stewardship plan. 

Participants in 34 Michigan counties are eligible to enroll in CSP-GCI.  
The deadline to apply for this one-time opportunity is July 19, 2019.  
Those individuals who desire to participate in the program must meet 
the three criteria mentioned above for five years.  Participants in the 
program will receive $18/acre per year for the next five years. 

Wildlife Plans & Mike Parker, MDNR-Wildlife Division 
Potential Use of 
TSPs to Assist with Mike shared some information with the MTC regarding the lack of 
Plan Writing available individuals to write wildlife plans.  He informed the MTC that 

there are only five Technical Service Providers (TSPs) that can write 
wildlife plans and only two that are qualified to write prescribed burn 
plans. 
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Much feedback was given by members of the MTC on what could be 
done to increase the number of individuals qualified to write these plans 
and ease the workload on those currently writing plans. 

Financial Assistance 
Provided by Partners 

Kim Wieber, ASTC-Programs, NRCS 

Kim shared with the MTC that NRCS and all of our partner agencies 
need to work collectively to leverage the financial assistance funds 
granted in order to most effectively put conservation on the ground.  
This idea will be talked about at the next meeting as well. 

Partner Updates Kim Wieber, ASTC-Programs, NRCS 

Several of the partners at the meeting gave updates to the MTC.  Mike 
Parker briefly shared information regarding the Voluntary Public 
Access-Habitat Incentive Program.  Sally McConnachie and Dale Allen 
shared that 8,000 CRP acres are expiring in Michigan and shared 
information regarding the Market Facilitation Program. 

Public Comment There were no comments. 

Closing Remarks Kim thanked those in attendance for coming to the meeting today, and 
the meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

Page 4 of 4 


