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PURPOSE 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) policy requires participants with certain 
practices to perform a management activity during the life of the contract.  This 
document provides a brief description of the available options. 

The purpose of Management Activities is to enhance the wildlife habitat value of 
the enrolled acres for species such as Northern Bobwhite, pollinators, and others.  
For example, in grass fields, the perennial grasses tend to crowd out desirable 
broadleaf flowers and litter accumulates.  So, a purpose of management is to set 
the perennial grasses back to enable these broadleaf plants to germinate and 
thrive. 

Normally, Management Activities are conducted between the 4th and 6th year of 
the contract.  However, on land with existing cover, disturbance activities can 
begin as soon as technically feasible. 
 

 
MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES OPTIONS 

• Areas planted to grasses and forbs are required to perform a management activity during the life of the con-
tract, with the following options: 

• Prescribed Burning; Strip Disking; Strip Spraying; Inter-seeding forbs/legumes/pollinator habitat; Im-
pact grazing (limited to CP1, CP2, and CP10 

• Areas planted to trees/shrubs, Grassed Waterways (CP8A), Filter Strips (CP21), and actual wetland acres no 
longer require management activities in Indiana (effective with Fiscal Year 2020 signups).  But, participants 
may voluntarily perform management activities if included in the approved CRP plan. 

• Grassland fields must be established for a minimum of three years before starting the activity. 

• Management Activity operations will not be performed from April 1 through August 1 to protect the primary 
nesting period for ground-nesting bird species. 

• For most practices less than 5 acres, the entire acreage can be managed in one year; otherwise, the maximum 
amount that can be disturbed during any one year is ½ of the contract acreage.  For maximum habitat value, 
disturb no more than 1/3 of the contract acreage.  See the activity-specific job sheets. 

• The following environmentally sensitive areas will be avoided: 
• Concentrated flow areas 
• Critical areas 
• Acreage within first 20 feet of a practice that borders a water resource to avoid water quality resource con-

cerns 
• Other areas where gully erosion is likely 
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