OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
TRAILS AND WALKWAYS

CODE 575

	Landowner Operator:
	

	Practice Location:
	

	County: 
	
	Farm Tract No.:
	

	Prepared by:  
	
	Date: 
	


Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:
General
1. At least annual inspections should include drainage structures, trail/walkway surfaces, vegetation, fencing, bridges and elevated walkways, and safety features, as appropriate.
· Removal of sediment from water control feature

· Application of dust control measures, as needed

· Repair of safety or control features, as required
2. Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.  Complete needed repairs as soon as possible.
3. Periodic grading or re-shaping trails or walkways to maintain the designed grade and dimensions.
4. Repair any settlement or erosion that occurs and revegetate or resurface as needed.
5. Where surface material is used periodic addition of surface materials to maintain a stable surface and its intended use.
· Check areas where unusual settlement has occurred.  Determine the cause of settlement and fill or otherwise repair, as appropriate.
5. Promptly repair or replace damaged bridges, elevated walkways and other structural components to ensure they are functional, structurally sound, and are not a safety hazard.
· For bridges and elevated walkways having a span greater than twenty feet and that are open or accessible to the public, conduct inspections in accordance with AASHTO Guide Manual for Condition Evaluation and Load and Resistance Factor Rating of Highway Bridges.
6. Limit access only those types of traffic for which the trail or walkway was designed.
7. Keep drainage structures such as culverts, roadside ditches, and outlets clean and free of obstructions that reduce flow capacity.
8. Re-seeding of areas in which the vegetation has been damaged or destroyed.  Fertilize grassed areas to maintain a vigorous vegetative cover.
9. Control undesirable trees and brush by chemical or mechanical means.  Where mowing, time the first mowing after the nesting birds have hatched (approximately August 15).  Remove excess growth.  Do not burn or overgraze.
10. Inspect and maintain fences, gates, or other barriers in accordance with the design.
11. Posting and maintaining fence warning signs as necessary near ORV and snowmobile trails.
12. Keep machinery away from steep side slopes.  Keep equipment operators informed of all potential hazards.
13. Manure accumulations shall be removed periodically according to the intended use of the trails or walkways and according to the Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan, where appropriate.

In the case of multiple adjacent vegetated walkways where there is rotation of walkways to allow for recovery of vegetation and for improvement of traffic supporting conditions, the following rotation schedule and other O&M activities shall be performed:
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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