
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Conservation Reserve Program CP37 Duck Nesting Habitat 

Documentation of Suitability and Feasibility Worksheet (Version 2.1 May 2019) 
Name of Client: Client Phone Number: (        ) _____-________ 

 
Client email: 
 

Farm Number: 
 
Tract Number: 
 

Field Number(s): Location Description: State: 
 
County: 

 
*Refer to the Worksheet Instructions for guidance on completing a Suitability and Feasibility Determination.  
 
CP37, Duck Nesting Habitat Practice Purpose:  To enhance duck nesting habitat on the most duck-productive areas of Iowa, 
Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota to restore the functions and values of wetland ecosystems that have been 
devoted to agricultural use.  
 
Element #1 Site Conditions/Program Requirements 
Note:  Offer area must be located within the area designated by FWS as having dense populations of duck pairs. (See 2-CRP for map). 
 
Identify if offer area meets CP37 site condition criteria by checking all of the following: 
 

□ Offer area contains a wetland currently devoted to agricultural use that is located outside of the 100-year floodplain of a 
permanent river or stream. Refer to Worksheet Instructions for definition of 100-year floodplain. 

□ Offer area is not less than the ratio of 4 acres buffer to 1acre wetland. 
□ Offer does not exceed the ratio of 10 acres buffer to 1acre wetland. 

 
 
Current Cover Type in Offer Area: ___________________________________________________________      

 
Current Land Use in Offer Area: _____________________________________________________________ 

 
 YES – All Site Conditions Referenced Above are Met  NO – Site Conditions Not Met 

 
 Element #2 Practice Needs  
Is there a resource concern within the offer area that is targeted by CP37 per the practice purpose? 
*If existing cover is solving the resource concern(s) in the practice purpose, then the determination must be that the CP is not 
needed.  Reference Worksheet Instructions for guidance on CRP contract re-enrollment. 
 
Indicate which NRCS resource concern causes are present within the offer area: 
Primary Resource Concern Cause (The following resource concern cause must be present to meet practice need) 

□ Inadequate Habitat for Fish and Wildlife:  Habitat degradation 
 
Secondary Resource Concern Cause (Not required to be present to meet practice need) 

□ Water Quality Degradation:  Excess nutrients in surface and ground waters 
□ Water Quality Degradation:  Pesticides transported to surface and ground waters 
□ Water Quality Degradation:  Excess pathogens and chemicals from manure, bio-solids or compost applications 
□ Water Quality Degradation:  Excessive salts in surface and ground waters 
□ Water Quality Degradation:  Petroleum, heavy metals and other pollutants transported to receiving waters 
□ Water Quality Degradation:  Excessive sediment in surface waters 
□ Soil Erosion:  Sheet, rill and wind erosion 
□ Excess Water:  Flooding 

 
 YES – Practice is Needed  NO – Practice Not Needed 

 
 



Element #3 Practice Feasibility 
Will the implementation of CP37 solve or address the resource concern(s) listed in the practice purpose?  
 

 YES – Practice is Feasible  NO – Practice is Not Feasible 
 
Element #4 Practice Suitability 
Are the offered acres suitable for installation of the NRCS conservation practices needed to apply CP37? 
*The level of restoration of the wetland ecosystem shall be determined by the producer in consultation with FSA and NRCS or TSP. 

 
 YES – Practice is Suitable  NO – Practice is Not Suitable 

 
Suitability and Feasibility Determination Findings: 
 

 The location and size of the offered acres as shown on the CRP-2C, digital imagery/map meet all four 
elements of the Suitability and Feasibility determination. 

 
 The offer DOES NOT meet the Suitability and Feasibility requirements.  Check the element(s) that were 

not met. 
□ Site Conditions/Program Requirements 
□ Practice Needs  
□ Practice Feasibility 
□ Practice Suitability 

                      
Modification of the offer (either location, size or practice) would result in meeting all four S&F determination elements.  
See documentation.  
     

Documentation: 
Provide information supporting the determination of each element in this section. 
Conservation Planner has attached or provided to FSA (check all that applies): 
 

□ Notes on form NRCS CPA-6 
□ Photo’s 
□ Other:  ____________________________ 

 
□ Map 
□ Electronic File with GPS Points or GIS Shapefile

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Field Visit Completed by: __________________________      Date:_____________ Date returned to FSA:____________ 
 
 
Suitability and Feasibility Determination Completed by: ________________________________ 

 



MN Documentation Supplement CCRP Practice 
CP37 Duck Nesting Habitat 

 
The purpose of the practice is to enhance duck nesting habitat on the most duck-productive areas 
and to restore the functions and values of cropped wetland ecosystems that have been devoted to 
agricultural use.  Only those areas designated as having the potential to produce greater than or 
equal to 25 breeding duck pairs per square mile, as identified on the CRP CP37 eligibility map, 
are eligible for enrollment.   
 
Eligible sites are defined as either: 
  
A. Eligible Cropped Wetlands Capable of Being Restored or Enhanced   
 
Those eligible wetlands which have been manipulated, either entirely or partially, and which 
meet CRP cropland eligibility requirements along with the associated upland buffer areas.  All 
hydric soils, as identified on the county hydric soils  list, which have been cropped and meet CRP 
requirements are eligible for restoration.  For soil complexes that are listed as having hydric soil 
components an in-field review will determine the extent of each site eligible as a cropped 
wetland.  The following matrix gives general hydric soil criteria: 
 
SYMBOL   CRITERIA  TYPICAL LANDSCAPE LOCATION 
1   Organic soils  Sites may be depressional or non-depressional   
 
2B2, 2B3  Saturation  Sites typically non-depressional - flats, drainage-  
      ways, bogs, seeps.  May include small depressional  
      inclusions. 
 
3   Ponded  Sites are depressional. 
 
4   Flooding  Sites frequently flooded for long - very long   
      duration. 
 
B.  Cropland Associated with Non-cropped Wetlands 
 
Cropland associated with non-cropped wetlands may be enrolled as part of a CP37 buffer area.  
Note: The non-cropped wetlands are not eligible for enrollment into practice CP37.  Non-
cropped wetland acreage is limited to the designated wetland area as determined by NRCS.  Any 
land, including the non-cropped wetland area and any associated cropland, within the offered 
area that does not meet CRP eligibility requirements is not eligible for enrollment but must be 
included in the CRP conservation plan and be managed according to CRP requirements. 
 
The total eligible acreage for CP37 can be determined by calculating either or both acreages of 
non-cropped wetlands and cropped converted wetlands.  The CP37 buffer acreage shall be a 
minimum of 4:1 not to exceed a maximum of 10:1 ratio of upland buffer to wetland area (both 
non-cropped and cropped).  See the following examples for additional information. 
 
 
 
 
 



Example 1: The offered acreage is located in an area that has a breeding duck potential of 
greater than 25 breeding pairs per square mile. The offered acreage has 2 acres of cropped 
wetlands and 1 acre of non-cropped wetlands. The maximum amount of upland buffer that may 
be enrolled is 30 acres (3 acres of wetlands times a 10-acre buffer). 
 

 
 
 
Example 2: The offered acreage is located in an area that has a breeding duck potential of 
greater than 25 breeding pairs per square mile. The offered acreage has 5 acres of non-cropped 
wetlands. Five acres of cropland immediately adjacent to the non-cropped wetland does not meet 
the cropping history and is not part of the non-cropped wetland acreage. The maximum amount 
of upland buffer that may be enrolled is 45 acres (5 acres of wetland times a 10-acre buffer 
minus 5 acres for the cropland not meeting cropping history). Note: The cropland not meeting 
cropping history is not eligible for enrollment in CP37, but must be included as part of the 
conservation plan. 
 

 
 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
When wetland restoration is a portion of this practice the degree of restoration will be defined by 
the landowner and USDA.  The goal of wetland restoration projects is to restore the original 
hydrology of the site.  Practice feasibility, economic cost, off-site limitations along with other 
considerations may limit the extent of hydrology that can be restored.  Has a last alternative sites 
will be eligible when the cessation of cropping and the subsequent establishment of CRP 
vegetation is accomplished.   
 
Initial wetland restoration feasibility assessments must be completed by a qualified individual 
and must consider avoiding impacts to adjacent properties, utilities, or other infrastructures 
unless approvals, permits or consents are attainable.  This assessment must include an evaluation 
of the depth, width and extent of the existing drainage system and its impact on the site’s hydric 
soils.  When enrolling areas it is important to document the baseline hydrologic conditions prior 
to restoration.  After the CRP contract expires the land will revert to the original wetland 
determination.  The landowner can manipulate the hydrology only back to the baseline condition. 
Wetland acreage eligibility will be determined independent of USDA wetland determinations or 
the FWS National Wetland Inventory although these sources should be used as references when 
determining eligibility.  These areas will typically be considered as Farmed Wetland (FW), 



Wetlands Farmed under Natural Conditions (W), or Prior Converted Cropland (PC).  The CP37 
practice must also enroll a buffer between a minimum ratio of 4 acres of upland to 1 acre of 
wetland (or converted wetland).  The maximum buffer will not exceed a ratio of 10 acres of 
upland to each acre of wetland or converted wetland enrolled.   
All upland buffer acres will enhance wildlife habitat.  The vegetation of upland acres will be 
established based on the native ecosystem as determined by using the soil survey, native 
vegetation maps (TRYGG or Marschner maps) or other accepted source. 
 
Wetlands will be restored using the NRCS Practice Standard Wetland Restoration, Code 657.  
Seeding mixes for the wetland zone can be found in the 657 standard.  Buffer areas for sites 
developed under a grassland ecosystem will be seeded according to NRCS Practice Standard 
Conservation Cover Code 327, or Restoration of Declining Habitats 643 using a mixed stand 
with a minimum of 5 native species consisting of at least 3 grasses and 1 forb.  Buffer areas for 
sites under a woodland ecosystem will use NRCS Practice Standard Tree/Shrub Establishment, 
Code 612. When restoring woodland ecosystems, plant hard mast species along with other 
species suitable for the wet nature of the site.  Native ecosystems can be determined by the soil 
survey or by the native vegetation maps (TRYGG or Marshner maps). 
 
 
 
 
Extent of CP-37 practice area: 
Size of eligible cropped wetland(s)        ______ Acres 
 
Size of non-cropped wetland(s)    ______ Acres 
 
Total area of cropped and non-cropped wetland(s) ______ Acres 
 
Eligible Upland Buffer Area:     ______ *Acres 
*Subject to a minimum of a 4:1 buffer to wetland ratio to a maximum of 10:1 buffer to wetland ratio.   
 
Size of ineligible associated lands including cropped and non-cropped areas that do 
not meet eligibility requirements and are not designated as wetlands_____ **acres 
**These areas must be included in the conservation plan and are subject to being managed according to CRP 
requirements.  These areas count toward the allowable buffer area.   
 
Total size of Eligible CP-37 practice ______ Acres 



MN Exhibit 12 
CP37 – Duck Nesting Habitat, MN Map of Eligibility 
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