
Missouri State Technical Committee 
8:30am – 12:00pm, Wednesday, June 13, 2018 

Lincoln University Carver Farm, Jefferson City, MO 
 
Moderator:  Nate Goodrich, State Resource Conservationist 
Meeting called to order at 8:30am by Nate Goodrich.  Goodrich reviewed material contained in packets 
contained in packets provided to attendees.  He went into an  
 
Goodrich gave an overview of items discussed at the March 7, 2018, Natural Resource Subcommittee meeting.  
The Strategy to Advance Native Plants in Missouri was presented and feedback from the Subcommittee was 
requested.  Updates and/or discussions were also provided on the following topics:   
1. Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Fiscal Year (FY) 17 funds distributions and EQIP FY18 
updates. 
2. History and overview of Conservation Innovation Grants along with priorities and opportunities for FY18. 
3.  Conservation Easement Programs and Ag Land Easements updates. 
4.  Update on Wetland Reserve Easements and input requested from the committee on changes that may need 
to be made for FY19 ranking. 
5.  The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provided information on the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP). 
6.  Overview of Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) ranking, fund pool, and CSP renewals.   
7. The Missouri Soil Health Strategic Plan was reviewed along with the critical objectives and actions identified 
under the plan 
8. Highly Erodible Land (HEL) compliance review findings from the 2017 crop year and those reviews planned for 
2018 and the current Missouri strategy for implementing the Ephemeral Gully Erosion Policy was discussed.   
 
Goodrich introduced J.R. Flores, Missouri State Conservationist for opening remarks. 
 
J.R. Flores welcomed everyone in attendance.  He discussed the Department of Agriculture reorganization of 
NRCS, FSA, and the Risk Management Agency falling under one umbrella.  Flores asked attendees to introduce 
themselves.   
 
Flores told attendees that customer service is the agency’s key focus; as it is our job to be  here for our farmers 
and ranchers.  He discussed the tremendous program growth in Missouri.  Just a few years ago EQIP funding was 
around $19.9 million; it is now breaking $40 million.  Flores thanked everyone for their assistance to programs.  
Flores said that NRCS staffing has been depleted due to an inability to hire, but over the next 3 to 6 months the 
state will fill about 50 more positions; over 90% of those positions will be in the field.  Flores stated that NRCS 
and FSA want to hear from the members to be better able to address natural resource concerns.  In private 
lands, we are second to none; and he really appreciates it.  Flores announced that Curt McDaniel was returning 
to his home state of Tennessee and he thanked him for his service to Missouri.  
 
Kim Viers, Acting FSA State Executive Director  
Kim Viers discussed her role with FSA.  Viers stressed that to be successful in Missouri, interaction and talking 
with landowners is key.  FSA continues to see in changes in programs.  The Conservation Reserve Program was 
at $24 million and she was and hoping for $25 million.  The Farm Bill is set to expire this year; FSA is waiting to 
see what happens next.  There has been a lot of discussion on the weather ( rain issues, dry conditions) and 
what FSA can do to help.  Currently, there are hay issues, there isn’t enough or it is of poor quality.  Everyone 
should expect to hear more on that issue soon.  CRP nesting ends July 15 which will open more practices up for 
haying and grazing plans. 



A committee member stated lots of people don’t understand FSA boards.  If people want to see change to 
policy, who do they contact?  Viers said that the state committee has five members.  FSA has a small amount of 
influence; most of the policy comes from Congress.  The state committees gave some influence, but they are 
required to listen to national office’s direction and the national office is bound by the decisions of Congress.   
Depending on what the policy is, national office sends the information to Congress.  If the policy is very specific, 
it must be approved by Congress, i.e., the Farm Bill.  
 
FSA is a great place to work with landowners; FSA also has some job openings coming in the next few weeks. 
 
Committee member asked if hiring freeze is over.  Viers stated it’s over, but there is an assessment tool that is 
used to figures out what FSA’s needs are.  Flores stated Missouri asked for positions; the Secretary asked why 
they are needed and wants specific reasons why they are needed.  Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) has completed their staffing evaluations.  Missouri staffing should be around 337; it is currently around 
280, so we are moving forward with hiring. 
 
Missouri NRCS EQIP Updates – Curt McDaniel, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs  
(Presentation Included) 
McDaniel provided EQIP highlights and a “Why we are doing, what we do!”   He provided information on the 
FY17 Missouri Annual Report, which was provided in the meeting handouts.  McDaniel discussed the FY17 EQIP 
top 10 practices.  There was over $1 million spent on  terraces.  Cover crop obligations exceeded all other 
practices in FY17.   He discussed EQIP recommendations for improving ranking. Improvements have been made 
for consistency on streamlining between initiatives.  EQIP payment rate percentages for FY18 increased from 
65% to 75%.   McDaniel Stated that FY18 EQIP funding increased by $8.7 million from FY17 obligations.  
Regarding preparation for FY19, streamlining is taking place and staff are looking to remove practices not 
providing efficient environmental benefit through contracts. National Watershed Quality Initiative (NWQI) 
selection and assessments are planned for FY19 with NWQI watershed funding in FY20.  Also, in preparation for 
FY19 we are looking to prioritize native plantings through ranking; hold an earlier sign-up deadline; and potential 
screening and continuous preapproval of Conservation Activity Plan subaccounts.  Missouri resource concern 
priorities showing top 10 concerns; the top 5 are Missouri’s focus.  We need feedback from committee for these 
items. 
 
Committee member asked how dollars are allocated to NRCS and then to the landowners.  McDaniel responded 
that Missouri gets so much, but can send a request to national headquarters for more funding with a 
justification as to why it is needed and if the funding is there we normally receive more.  FY19 funding will go 
down.  FY18 EQIP application fund pool not as many now approved.  FY18 only one out of three applications are 
approved.   
 
Committee member asked if the readiness plan for Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watershed Initiative   and 
NWQI a national or state shift?  It is a national shift.   
 
Committee member asked what Limited Livestock Production is?  Feed, water, and shelter was the response. 
 
Missouri NRCS CSP Updates – Curt McDaniel (Presentation Included)  
McDaniel stated that CSP went through changes and local input was needed this past year.  Local Work Groups 
and the State Technical Committee was asked for input.   CSP purpose – reward farmers and ranchers for what 
they do.   CSP summary for FY17 included 609 contracts; obligated over $4.1 million on over 318,000 acresFor 
FY18, CSP updates include renewals at almost 60,000 acres, General at over 183,541 acres, and Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) at 15,000 acres.  Overall summary for CSP going over 1.7M acres in 



Missouri.  Anticipating FY19 will be about the same.  During this current sign-up period, efforts have been made 
to distribute applications throughout the state more equally.  Missouri received 50% more CSP applications in 
FY18.  
  
Committee member asked what the average CSP payment per acre is.  McDaniel responded that the national 
average is $18/acre.  Missouri is a little higher than that due to having no rangeland.  Our average is around 
$20/acre under previous CSP.   

Committee member stated that members should call elected officials to ensure CSP is maintained in the new 
Farm Bill.  Is there a way in EQIP to know if transnational corporations are receiving money?  McDaniel stated 
that there is no way to know that because our dollars go to producers who meet eligibility criteria.  Adjusted 
Gross Income requirements would prevent major corporations from being eligible ($900,000 limit).   

Committee member stated that there has been an influx of sow operations from MN and IA.  With export only 
operations, unsure how they can be meeting nutrient management criteria.  If one of our top five resource 
concerns is water quality, are we funding export only concentrated animal feeding operations?  McDaniel stated 
that we don’t have enough information to answer that at this time.  We don’t categorize operations as export 
only.  However, the number would be minimal since our livestock numbers show higher financial assistance 
amounts are going to beef and pasture-based operations.  We would encourage receivers of manure to work 
with us to develop nutrient management plans.  We can investigate this more. 

Committee member asked if CSP and EQIP will be combined in the new Farm Bill.  Response was that the House 
version did combine them.  House version is about $5 billion less of conservation funding.  Senate version does 
not combine and reduce conservation funding.  

FSA Update – Shelly Berry, FSA State Conservation Specialist  
Berry stated that she moved to the Columbia FSA state office 2 years ago and is working with Allen Powell.  CRP 
has a 24 million-acre cap.  CRP has a continuous sign-up that is on-going until August 17.  Landowners need to 
talk to FSA offices if they are interested and should not wait until the last minute to go in.  If contract does 
expire September 30, landowner can re-enroll in another program for 10-15 years.  CRP grassland replaced the 
Grassland Resource Program and FSA doesn’t anticipate another ranking period in FY18.  For the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP), counties are now submitting for drought assistance.  ECP provides emergency 
water to cattle along with hook ups to wells.  Missouri FSA sends to national for approval and it is only taking a 
few days to get approved once a county submits their request.  
 
Committee member asked if FSA gets 50,000 acres in application enrollment for CRP, does a commission or 
board say what can be done with the money or decide who is approved for CRP?  General CRP is competitive, 
depends on types of grass (i.e. wildlife) and they are all ranked by a national system.    
 
Committee member asked whetherFSA state board members can partition to offer better practices?  Response 
was yes. 
 
Committee member asked what about the status of updated CRP soil rental rates.  Berry stated that new rental 
rates were set and adjusted, and they went down.   Southwest Missouri took the biggest hit.  They must use 
data from the National Agriculture Statistics Service. 
 



Committee member stated that with the CP42 option not being available this year has been a big hit to Monarch 
pollinator habitat.  Response was that this is correct.  Hope they are listening at the National level and the Farm 
Bill gives the opportunity to still have Monarch plantings. 
 
Partner Comments 
University of Missouri, Extension – Rob Kallenbach, Assistant Dean Agriculture and Environment Extension 
Kallenbach commented on the extension needs assessment being completed across the state of Missouri.  
Agriculture in Missouri is the bigger than ever and finding labor in rural areas is a real challenge.  They are 
working with local students to assist.  Caring for our environment matters.  Missouri is a great place to live and 
work.  Focused on meeting the needs for Agriculture. 

Missouri Department of Agriculture (MDA), Garrett Hawkins, Deputy Director  
The department and the red tape reduction efforts are moving forward. They are now set up to take online 
comments for the new strategic plan.    They are also getting calls on drought issues and they are monitoring.  
MDA is working on legislative actions to further broadband efforts.  They are getting close to hiring a broad band 
manager. 
 
Easement Programs Update - Chris Hamilton, Acting Asst. State Conservationist for Water Resources 
(Presentation Included) 
Hamilton discussed the Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) which is one program with two 
components made up of Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE) and Agriculture Land Easements (ALE).  We are 
seeking comments on the ALE ranking form included in the attendees’ folders.  MO is in top 10 states for WRE 
with over 1100 easements and over 1.5 million acres.  Requested the committee to comment on ACEP/WRE 
easements on Geographic Area Rate Caps for coming year.  Informed the State Technical Committee that the 
WRE ranking criteria for FY19 was reviewed by the Natural Resources Subcommittee and comments were 
received and addressed.  The State Technical Committee was asked to provide additional comments on the WRE 
ranking criteria.  For FY18, over $4.2 million was received and we requested another $5M; we will find out on 
June 22 if funds are received.   With the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) partnership, we have 
enhanced older easements; providing funding for 74 applications in FY18.  We are working with the Missouri 
River Bird Observatory to record number of birds and water depths on a sampling of easements to document 
the impacts we are making.  The NRCS Wetland Mitigation Banking program is active in Missouri with an 
Agricultural Wetland Mitigation Bank now in operation and selling credits.  Farmers can mitigate their existing 
wetlands, previously converted wetlands, and mitigated wetlands from their present location to the bank.  
 
Committee member asked who does the bird survey. Hamilton stated that it is done by the MO River Bird 
Observatory technicians. 
 
MO Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Soil and Water Conservation Program (SWCP) Updates – Colleen 
Meredith, Director 
Meredith identified all the commissioners from around the state.  For cover crop establishment there is a 
statewide variance to allow tillage only. They are doing this to address concerns from producers voiced since 
August 2017.  The department is also going through the red tape reduction process.  They will be asking for 
comments through August 1.  On August 2 they will hold a public meeting for comments to proposal.  The FY18 
initial allocation was $37 million to Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) with over half of it going 
toward gully erosion concerns.  Any landowner that walks through the door is eligible to get money; but each 
SWCD decides locally how to split their funding.  A practices committee provides recommendations on any 



practice changes in the program.  Currently there is participation in the following RCPP projects:  DNR target 
Watershed, MDC Grassland Bird & Grazing, MDC Restoring Glaze Southeast MO,  and MDA Cover Crop. 
 
Committee member commented that the SWCP should look at diverse native plantings. They infiltrate two to 
three times more water than adjacent fescue hillsides.  Conception rates, milk production, weaning weights, 
time spent grazing, forage intake, and animal daily gain is all negatively impacted by endophyte infected fescue.  
Natives have less runoff and infiltration resulting in water conservation. 
 
Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) Updates – Bill White, Private Land Services Division Chief 
White shared that 74 staff around the state assisted over 8000 landowners with visits this past year.  The 
positions that MDC and NRCS have created together make a great impact on conservation today.  Also, 
discussed the map showing private land sites visited from July 2017 through March 2018.  Other private land 
efforts include $3 million in cost-share and incentives and $1.8 million for cost-share partnerships.  The 
recreation access program has been successful this past year.  Wetland reserve enhancement targeted several 
areas with 6,350 acres impacted through partnership. RCPP will fund close to $4 million a year to benefit grazing 
lands. Another RCPP MDC is working with is for glade and woodland in Ozark and southeast MO.   Missouri black 
bear status:  White stressed that MDC is not bringing them in, but they are coming from Arkansas.   Elk 
restoration population as of June 2018 is around 170 (this does not include calves).  MDC is looking at limited 
hunting in 2020 to target elk.  Feral hog elimination efforts:  have locations where “federal trappers” are 
catching and eliminating on private land.  Eliminated in FY18 somewhere between 3,500 and 3,700 hogs.  
Missourians for Monarch:  team to restore monarch population and to determine what habitat is needed for 
monarch.  Since 2013 reported over 200,000 acres of new habitat for Monarch. 
 
Open Discussion/Closing – J.R. Flores 
Flores began by saying it would be tough to replace Curt McDaniel.  He  also stated that he has been in the field 
a lot lately and is very concerned with the drought.  Contact Sonja Williams if you would like him to come out for 
a visit. 
 
Committee member – CSP Monarch seeding rate changed ounces per acres; will there be enough grass in mix to 
provide adequate cover?  Response was that we are looking to get 20% grass in mix; need about 15-30 seed per 
square per foot; but NRCS will continue to monitor.  If burning stands, more grass mix may be needed.   
Additional committee comments:  management after planting is critical. 
 
Committee member noted that they have cattle, bison, and elk. They suggested submitting pilot proposal to use 
CRP practices.  Using 3 options:  burning, chemically burning, and mowing/disking.  Would be good to think 
about natural ways to manage lands.  Representative Vicky Hartzler has introduced bill to allow grazing on CRP. 
 
Committee member commented that they had attended an educational workshop funded by an NRCS grant. 
They would love for NRCS to put on more of these.  J.R. Flores will check into this. 
 
Flores commented on the new Soil Health Trailers and that one will be at the Missouri State Fair.  Hopes 
everyone will stop in and see it while it is there. 
 
Everyone was reminded to provide comments to J.R. Flores by June 29.   His email is in the packet provided. 
 
Meeting adjourned 12:00pm. 


