
Missouri State Technical Committee 
Natural Resources Subcommittee Meeting 
9:30am – 3:00pm, Thursday, March 7, 2019 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State Office 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Training Room, Columbia, MO 

 
Agenda attached. 
Moderator:  Brad McCord, State Outreach Coordinator, NRCS 
Packets provided to attendees with attached handouts. 
Members/Individuals present:  Sign in sheets attached. 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:30am by Brad McCord.  McCord thanked everyone for attending and reviewed the 
material contained in the packets provided to attendees.  
 
J.R. Flores, NRCS, State Conservationist  
Flores welcomed everyone in attendance. He discussed the USDA reorganization of NRCS, Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), and the Risk Management Agency falling under one umbrella, Food Production and Conservation or FPAC, to 
better serve our customers.  Flores asked attendees to introduce themselves. 
 
Brent Hampy, FSA, State Executive Director  
Discussed problems regarding drought and endurance in Missouri through these tough times. 
 
Farm Bill Conservation Programs Update – Nate Goodrich, State Resource Conservationist  
Goodrich provided information about the 2018 Farm Bill.  He stressed that the agency is currently waiting for 
specific guidance and the rule making process for the Farm Bill.  Overall there are no new programs and no 
conservation programs have been eliminated.  There is continued support for the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).  More funding will be available for the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) with changes making the program more efficient and effective.  An RCPP 
webinar will be occurring in the future.  There is a source water protection focus in this year’s Farm Bill – 10 percent 
of conservation programs.  Resource concerns will include extreme weather events to help adapt and mitigate 
against weather volatility.  Efforts also allow for the agency to address the issue of feral hogs.  A program is in the 
works that will focus efforts on eradication.  
 

• Subcommittee member question:  Is the new farm bill online?  Response:  Yes, but the speaker couldn’t give 
the direct website for it and stressed on how FSA/NRCS is currently working on rules.  

 
EQIP Fiscal Year (FY) 18 Overview/EQIP FY19 Update/EQIP FY20 Input – George Henshaw, Assistant State 
Conservationist for Programs (presentation Included) 
Henshaw reviewed EQIP highlights including a discussion on FY18 EQIP Final Fund Distribution, State Technical 
Committee Decisions, EQIP FY19 Update and Overview, and requested input for FY20 EQIP.  FY18 summary 
highlighted the top 10 practices implemented across all fund pools.  Discussion included reviewing the proposed 
subaccounts, the EQIP resource concern priorities, EQIP ranking questions, and practices offered.  The committee 
was encouraged to provide recommendations on each of these items for FY20.   
 
Sub-committee comments:  

• Members would like to see a designation indicating land uses where all eligible applications were funded. 
• Members asked NRCS to send out the definitions of all 10 resource concerns in the future. 
• It was recommended that management practices be required when planning structural practices to better 

address the resource concern. They felt that a multiple practice approach better addresses resource 
concerns. 

• Some members felt that the Limited Livestock Production resource concern should be included in the top 5.  



• A member expressed concern about whether the financial assistance NRCS is spending on terraces is the best 
use of funds for addressing conservation.  Other members also commented that they are not opposed to 
terraces; however, they prefer to see terraces used as part of a more comprehensive management system 
that also includes management practices or vegetative practices in addition to the structures.   

• Member stated that we must be careful to offer practices that farmers are willing to implement. 
 
FSA Update - Allen Powell, Conservation Program Specialist 
Powell thanked the members of the State Technical Committee for their support and input during the 2018 
Drought.  The programs FSA implemented in the conservation section due to the extreme drought were very 
beneficial to producers of Missouri. 

Reviewed current Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) statistics and portions of the Farm Bill language pertaining to 
CRP.  Powell indicated the timeframe for programs and policy changes were likely several weeks away.  In some 
cases, due to the timing of the approval of the Farm Bill, changes may not even be able to be implemented this 
year.  Also stressed the Secretary of Agriculture has a tremendous amount of authority when implementing this 
program, so even if language in the Farm Bill indicates a program is available, that program may only be 
implemented in one part of the U.S. or mandated in specific regions, such as only in specific public drinking 
watersheds. 

Questions/comments from sub-committee members: 
• More details about program implementation after the passage of the Farm Bill?  Response:  Cannot 

elaborate much on any Farm Bill policy until the final rule is published and all the FSA program policy is 
officially provided to the entire agency.  There will also be some lag time after the passage of the final rules 
because new forms must be developed, and software created before new programs can be offered. 

• Question about future CRP sign ups? Response:  We don’t have anything in writing, but the Secretary of 
Agriculture made public comments last week indicating that his plan at this time was to have a continuous 
CRP sign up this summer and was looking towards a December 1 timeframe for a general CRP sign up period. 

• How are CRP Soil Rental Rates (SRR) created and how can those be changed?  Response:  As a result of an 
Office of the Inspector General audit of the FSA National Office on the methods of establishing SRR for CRP, 
it was determined that FSA would begin using National Agricultural Statistics Service data to establish those 
rates.  We are aware of several areas around the state where there appears to be inequities when comparing 
local cash rent rates to SRRs.  In some areas, there is producer interest for the CRP program until they hear 
their SRR and they really can’t consider CRP as viable alternative financially due to the difference between 
the SRR and cash rent. 

• One member commented that the agency should reassess how SRRs are determined to prevent what would 
appear to be inequities in some counties. 

• Committee member commented that CRP was the worst program ever implemented because it doesn’t just 
address smaller areas of resource concern and it has put undue stress on several constituencies in the 
farming chain.  These include young farmers, beginning farmers, etc., due to large blocks of land purchased 
by non-farmers who receive payments and aren’t tied locally to the land.  These out of the area owners are 
not only pulling in financial resources, they are also blocking opportunity for local producers to begin or 
expand their operations. 
 

CSP FY18 Summary/CSP FY19 and FY20 CSP Update – George Henshaw (presentation included) 
Henshaw presented an overview of CSP and Missouri’s success with CSP in FY18.  Input was asked from the 
subcommittee regarding the top 5 resource concerns that should be a priority for CSP in Missouri for FY20.   The list 
of 10 potential resource concerns were reviewed as well as the current top 5 priority resource concerns. 
Recommendations for changes to the top 5 priority resource concerns for CSP in Missouri were requested from the 
group. 



 
 
Questions/comments from sub-committee members: 

• The group discussed how resource concerns impact CSP applications.  Each of the 10 resource concerns are 
considered in the evaluation of a CSP application to determine if the existing conservation on the land meets 
the minimum requirements for the program.  The discussion included an overview of the complexity of each 
of the 10 resource concerns on the list.  State Resource Conservationist Nate Goodrich explained that each of 
the 10 listed resource concerns include several concerns related to them.  For example, the resource concern 
“Soil Erosion” includes sheet and rill erosion, wind erosion, classic gully erosion, etc.  

• It was expressed by the group that the opportunities to apply conservation in CSP are too complicated.   
State Conservationist J.R. Flores said we will do our best to streamline the information.   

 
RCPP, Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG), and Outreach and Technical Assistance Grants – Brad McCord 
(presentation Included) 
McCord presented information on FY18 RCPP accomplishments and partnerships.  RCPP leverages Federal dollars 
through diverse partnerships to address conservation concerns.  McCord presented information on current CIG 
projects in Missouri.  There will be a CIG announcement with state components coming out soon. Information will 
be sent out once the announcement is posted. 
 
Discussed Outreach and Conservation Technical Assistance grant opportunities and the key priorities for Missouri. 
Overall goal is for outreach and increased access to conservation for underserved and all of Missouri.  NRCS Missouri 
has set aside $800,000 to award during FY19.  An informational webinar/ teleconference is scheduled for March 20 
at 10:00am to review the details on how to apply for these grant funds. 
 
Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) Update and Ranking Questions – Tracey Wiggins, Natural 
Resource Specialist (presentation Included) 
Wiggins provided a brief overview of ACEP describing the two components:  Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE) and 
Agricultural Land Easements (ALE).   ACEP will follow regulations and policies from the 2014 Farm bill for the 
implementation of the program in 2019.  New regulations and policies will be forthcoming for FY20 to align with the 
new 2018 Farm Bill.  Ranking criteria for both components was discussed and a weblink to the 2019 ranking 
worksheets for WRE and ALE were provided.  The subcommittee was asked to provide questions and comments to 
the State Conservationist within 30 days of the meeting.  Easement compensation was reviewed including the 
options available for each component.  The approval process for Geographic Area Rate Caps (GARC) changed 
nationally for 2019.  Each GARC value is approved up to a maximum stated number of acres; applications exceeding 
the maximum acres require an appraisal.  The subcommittee was asked to submit comments regarding easement 
compensation to the State Conservationist within 30 days.  A brief overview of the migratory bird inventory project 
conducted in coordination with the Missouri River Bird Observatory was given.  
 
Questions/comments from sub-committee members:  

• Is size a ranking component? Yes. 
• Timeframe on bird monitoring? Currently, there is a state level agreement for bird monitoring from April to 

June. There is a new agreement being developed for future monitoring efforts at the national level. 
 
Watershed Initiatives and Readiness Study Updates – Steve Hefner, State Water Quality Specialist (presentation 
Included) 
Hefner provided an update on Missouri’s Watershed Readiness Study.  The 2018 Farm Bill requires readiness 
planning for the Missouri River Basin Healthy Watershed Initiative (MRBI) and National Water Quality Initiative 
(NWQI) conservation initiatives.  Readiness projects involve an inventory and analysis of resource concerns prior to 
offering financial assistance to projects.  The goal is to define vulnerable areas in watersheds for conservation 
treatment.  MRBI first began in 2010 and there have been over 30 projects to date in Missouri.  NWQI differs from 



MRBI in that pesticide resource concerns can also be included in projects.  Hefner fielded questions about the 
feasibility of projects across state lines (allowed) and whether outreach was a component of all readiness studies (it 
is required).  
 
Seed Source Geography – Nate Goodrich (presentation Included) 
Goodrich provided a brief overview of a request from a native seed grower in Minnesota that asked Missouri NRCS 
to reconsider the seed source geography due to the grower’s farm being outside of the geography boundary by 
approximately 5 miles.  Maps of the geography were shown to the subcommittee, as well as the grower’s location.  
There was brief discussion regarding the need to have a predetermined boundary and the fact that this could always 
be an issue with someone on the outside of the boundary.  No subcommittee members voiced concerns one way or 
the other.  Goodrich requested members to submit any input or concerns to the State Conservationist by the date 
provided in their packet. 
 
Open Discussion 
Subcommittee member asked a question regarding Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW).  Are there any official 
announcements or promotions for WLFW in Missouri?  Response:  There is some information nationally, but nothing 
specific to Missouri yet.  Another subcommittee member commented that there is more promotion in other states. 
Goodrich noted that he would work on getting more information from our National Headquarters (NHQ) that is 
specific to this initiative.  McCord commented that there is Bobwhite Quail emphasis at local conferences.  
 
Subcommittee member commented that many lands are owned by foreign entities and asked if there are any 
ownership exclusions?  Response:   No specific exclusions are in place.  All program eligibility is determined in the 
Farm Bill and program rules.  There are provisions in the program ranking factors for Historically Underserved to 
receive priority. 
 
Subcommittee member asked how the ephemeral gully funding will be used?  Flores responded that it will be 
focused on cropland highly erodible lands and used to prevent non-compliance situations. 
 
Goodrich relayed to the subcommittee that NHQ is currently reviewing all conservation practices between now and 
December 17, 2019.  There will be a 45-day review period on all national conservation standards.  This information 
will be sent to all members. 
 
Subcommittee member commented that it needs to be kept in mind that drought and extreme weather conditions 
cause economic strains specific to rural areas and there is a need to help alleviate these issues.  
 
McCord announced the full State Technical Committee meeting will be on June 26, 2019, starting at 9:00am.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00pm. 
 


