
Overview
Recently federal funding of $1.2 million has been secured 
through the partnership efforts of the Little Red River 
Regional Irrigation Water District (LRRID), the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the White County 
Conservation District (WCCD), the Arkansas Natural 
Resources Commission (ANRC) and the BASF Corporation. 
These RCPP funds will provide financial and technical 
assistance to encourage conservation of natural resources 
within White County, Arkansas.

The LRRID will implement, in partnership with NRCS, an 
RCPP project utilizing the Environmental Quality Incentives 
program to achieve project goals within the designated 
project area.

Project Area 
Within the bounds of White County, Arkansas this RCPP 
project area encompasses cropland that has been irrigated 
in two of the past five years plus contiguous non-irrigated 
lands that are incidental to crop production, water 
resource concerns, and wildlife habitat. Irrigated cropland 
makes up approximately 122,541 acres of the 135,172 acres 
of cropland in the project area. The primary crops grown 
in the project area are soybeans, corn and rice. This area is 
located entirely in Arkansas’ Second Congressional District. 

Resource Concerns
INSUFFFICIENT WATER—Inefficient use of irrigation water. 
WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION—Excessive sediment in  
 surface waters. 
WATER QUALITY DEGRADATION—Excess nutrients in   
 surface and ground waters. 
INADEQUATE HABITAT FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE—  
 Habitat degradation.

Primary Practices to Address Concerns
On-Farm Conservation measures to be installed include, 
but are not limited to: 

342—Critical Area Planting 
410—Grade Stabilization Structures 
430—Irrigation Pipelines 
436—Irrigation Storage Reservoirs 
447—Irrigation Tailwater Recovery 
464—Irrigation Landleveling 
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484—Mulching 
533—Pumping Plants 
587—Structure for Water Control 
607—Surface Drainage—field ditch 
608—Surface Drainage—main or lateral ditches

Management practices will be used to create a holistic 
conservation approach, such as: 

340—Cover Crops 
345—Residue and Tillage Management 
449—Irrigation Water Management 
590—Nutrient Management 
595—Integrated Pest Management

Wildlife Management practices include, but not limited to:

490—Tree and Shrub Site Preparation 
512—Forage and Biomass Planting 
612—Tree and Shrub Establishment 
645—Upland Wildlife Habitat Management 
647—Early Successional Habitat Management 
666—Forest Stand Improvement

Project Goals and Monitoring 
The project goal is to obtain a minimum of a 25% increase 
in irrigation efficiency as a result of practices installed with 
the project while reducing the amount of soil loss by at 
least two tons per acre. This will also reduce the amount 
of sediment and the subsequent nitrogen and phosphorus 
load run-off to an acceptable level.
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For More Information
Elvis Vaughn 
Project Coordinator 
455 Hwy 36 East 
Searcy, AR 72143 
501-279-8165 
evaughn@centurytel.net

Tammy Stipes 
District Administrator 
801 Airport Loop 
Searcy, AR  72143 
501-268-5866 ext. 3 
tammy.stipes@nacdnet.net

Reginald Cunningham 
NRCS District Conservationist 
801 Airport Loop  
Searcy, AR 72143 
501-268-5866 ext. 3 
Reginald.Cunningham@usda.gov

To determine long term impacts of the project, the 
District’s representatives will compare reports from various 
agencies concerning water quality and quantity. The White 
County Conservation District (WCCD), in partnership with 
the United States Geological Survey (USGS), annually 
tracks ground-water levels in designated points throughout 
the county, this data will be reviewed and analyzed as 
part of the project monitoring to determine if the project 
is impacting ground water levels. Additionally, the WCCD 
in partnership with the Arkansas Natural Resources 
Commission (ANRC) collects detailed water use data from 
all diversions, wells, and withdrawal points throughout the 
project area. The District will work in partnership with the 
WCCD and the ANRC to select tracts on which to conduct 
data analysis. Analysis will include establishing a baseline 
water use by reviewing historical water use reports 
and comparing it to water use after irrigation efficiency 
practices have been implemented. 

The ANRC and the Arkansas Department of Environmental 
Quality (ADEQ) gather and compile information on stream 
water quality in Arkansas. The District will review these 
reports to track changes that can be attributed to the 
projects efforts. Additionally the District will reach out 
to area researchers and research based organizations to 
determine if there are monitoring sites within the project 
area that could be established and/or integrated into on-
going research studies.

Project Timeline
The District and partners will work closely with NRCS to 
develop screening and ranking tools that will ensure funds 
are targeted toward the highest priority applications. 
Beginning with September 1, 2017 the District and WCCD 
will work with NRCS to advertise an EQIP sign up for 
the project area. The first application sign-up period 
is scheduled to be October 2 thru November 17, 2017. 
Approved on-farm project implementation is expected to 
begin in early 2018.


