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Joint Chiefs’ Landscape 
Restoration Partnership 
Partnering for Watershed Restoration 
provides funding for private forestland 
owners to implement conservation practices 
that improve water quality in Lake Superior 
Watersheds. 

The project is part of a multi-year partnership 
between the U.S. Forest Service and the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service to 
improve the health and resiliency of forest 
ecosystems where public and private lands 
meet across the nation. 

In the western Upper Peninsula, the project 
will provide financial assistance to private 
landowners for implementing designated 
conservation practices that will improve water 
quality and wildlife habitat, and reduce the 
risk of forest fires. The funding is available for 
landowners in Baraga, Gogebic, Houghton, 
Iron, Keweenaw, Marquette and Ontonagon 
counties.

USDA Conservation 
Assistance
USDA financial assistance through the 
partnership will be provided through the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program, 
administered by the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.

Landowners can apply for assistance at 
their local USDA Service Center. Submitted 
applications will be ranked and selected for 
funding on announced cut-off dates. Producers 
whose applications are selected may enter 
into a contract to implement designated 
conservation practices. A payment schedule is 
available which states the amount of financial 
assistance provided for a given practice. 
Payment is provided by USDA after the 
practice is implemented and determined to 
meet practice standards.

Available Practices 
The following conservation practices are 
eligible for financial assistance through 
Partnering for Watershed Restoration of Lake 
Superior. 

Core Practices

• Forest Management Plans

• Forest Stand Improvement

• Tree & Shrub Establishment

• Early Successional Habitat Development & 
Management

Supporting Practices

• Firebreak

• Fuel Break

• Herbaceous Weed Control

• Tree/Shrub Site Preparation

• Woody Residue Treatment

Where & When 
to Apply 
Applications are 
accepted at NRCS field 
offices on a continuous 
basis. Submitted 
applications will be 
ranked and selected 
for funding after 
announced cut-off 
dates.

NRCS Field Offices:

Baraga
16403 Ojibwa 
Industrial Park Rd.
Baraga, MI 49908
(906) 353-8225
Service Area: Baraga, 
Houghton, Keweenaw 
& Ontonagon counties

Kingsford
102 N. Hooper St.
Kingsford, MI 49802
(906) 774-1550
Service Area: 
Dickinson, Gogebic & 
Iron counties

Marquette
780 Commerce Dr.
Marquette, MI 49855
(906) 226-9460
Service Area: Alger & 
Marquette counties
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Establishing early successional habitat 
benefits a number of wildlife species and 
reduces wild fire risk.


