Cover Crop Economics Questionnaire 
Use these questions as a guideline for gathering information from producers utilizing cover crops in their rotation to model in the Cover Crop Economics Tool.  Please scan and send the completed questionnaire to Lauren.cartwright@mo.usda.gov, or mail to Lauren Cartwright, 601 Business Loop 70W, Suite 250, Columbia, MO 65203.  THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING!

General Rotation Information
1. Farm/Producer name (optional): ___________________________________________________
2. Farm Location (county):__________________________________________________________
3. Contact Info (email or phone) – only include if you are ok with being contacted for follow up info: ______________________________________________________________________________
4. What is your typical cash crop rotation (eg. corn/soybeans)?
______________________________________________________________________________

5. What is your average yield per acre for each cash crop in the rotation?
Crop name: ____________________ Avg. yield (bu/ac):_________________________________
Crop name: ____________________ Avg. yield (bu/ac):_________________________________
Crop name: ____________________ Avg. yield (bu/ac):_________________________________

6. How many years have you utilized cover crops? _______________________________________
Cover Crop Costs
7. Fill in the Cover crop species planted, the cover crop seeding rate (lb/ac), and cash crop that followed that cover crop in the table (an example entry is provided in the first row):

	Cover Crop
(include all species in a mix)
	Cover Crop Seeding Rate (lb/ac)
	Cash Crop following Cover Crop

	Cereal Rye
	20 lb/ac
	soybeans

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	



8. Did you experience a yield decrease in any cash crops following a cover crop (Y/N)?___________ If yes, which cash crop and an estimate of how much of a decrease?
Cash crop _________________________ Percent Decrease (e.g. 10%)______________________
Cash crop _________________________ Percent Decrease (e.g. 10%)______________________
Cash crop _________________________ Percent Decrease (e.g. 10%)______________________

9. Any other added costs you incurred as a result of the use of cover crop? Please describe and provide a best estimate of the cost/ac. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cover Crop Benefits
10. Identify any reduction in primary nutrient inputs (N, P, K) used for a cash crop as a result of utilizing cover crops (an example entry is provided in the first row to illustrate a reduction of 30 lb/ac of N for the corn crop following a legume cover crop):

	Cash Crop 
	N reduction (lb/ac)
	P reduction (lb/ac)
	K reduction (lb/ac)

	Corn
	30
	0
	0

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



11. Identify any reduction in herbicide, insecticide and/or fungicide inputs used for a cash crop as a result of utilizing cover crops.   Provide the estimated typical cost/acre (includes chemical and application costs) for each category of chemical input and an estimate of the percent reduction due to the cover crop.  An example entry is provided in the first row to illustrate a 15% reduction in herbicide use in the soybean crop following a cover crop.

	Cash Crop
	Herbicide Cost ($/ac)
	Herbicide Reduction (%)
	Insecticide Cost ($/ac)
	Insecticide Reduction (%)
	Fungicide Cost ($/ac)
	Fungicide Reduction (%)

	Soybean
	$20
	15%
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



12. Did you experience a yield increase in any cash crops following a cover crop (Y/N)?___________ If yes, which cash crop and an estimate of how much of an increase?
Cash crop _________________________ Percent Increase (e.g. 10%)______________________
Cash crop _________________________ Percent Increase (e.g. 10%)______________________
Cash crop _________________________ Percent Increase (e.g. 10%)______________________


13. [bookmark: _GoBack]Erosion Reduction: Answer the following related to erosion reduction.
a. Provide an estimate of your average erosion rates (tons/ac) prior to cover crops _______________ and erosion rates (tons/ac) with cover crops ____________________

b. Is mechanical erosion repair within the field or alongside the field (ditches) a typical part of your operation (prior to utilizing cover crops) (Y/N)?___________________________  

Has the use of cover crops reduced the need for this mechanical operation (Y/N)?___________________________________________________________________

If yes, provide a description and an estimate of the typical cost per acre of these mechanical activities ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. Grazing:  Answer the following if you graze cover crops.
a. Cow Calf:  
i. How many days do you graze the cover crop?____________________________
ii. What is your stocking rate (AU/ac)?____________________________________
b. Stockers:  
i. How many days do you graze the cover crop?____________________________
ii. What is your stocking rate (head/ac)?___________________________________
iii. What was your average daily gain (lb/head/day)?_________________________
Provide any additional info related to grazing cover crops in your operation: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. Haying:  Answer the following if you hay cover crops.
Hay Yield (ton/ac)________________________________________________________________
Estimated baling cost ($/ac)________________________________________________________

16. Any other benefits you realized as a result of the use of cover crop?  Please describe and provide a best estimate of the value/ac. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes: 

