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MICHIGAN TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
October 24, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER Garry Lee, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State 
Conservationist, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL Thad Cleary (MDEQ); Adam Cook (MLICA); Jim Hazelman (FWS); 
Karen Potter-Witter for Debra Huff (Michigan Forest Association); Joel 
Johnson (FSA); Mary Kelpinski (MI Pork); Matt Germane for George 
Quackenbush (MCA); Mike Smalligan (MDNR); John Switzer 
(MDARD); and Paul Thomas (EPA) were present. 

OTHERS Abby Smith (NRCS); Becky Otto (NRCS); Kim Wieber (NRCS); Brian 
Thomas (NRCS); Mike Hanley (MDNR); Shirley Businski (MDNR); 
Diane Gray (NRCS); Bill Elder (NRCS); Ruth Shaffer (NRCS); and 
Dan Zay (NRCS). 

MINUTES The minutes from the August 15, 2018 meeting were reviewed and, 
hearing no changes, accepted as presented. 

Garry asked if there were any changes or additions to the agenda.  There 
were no changes to the agenda, and the meeting continued. 

NEW BUSINESS 

FY 2019 Priority 
Natural Resource 
Concerns 

Abby Smith & Becky Otto, Program Coordinators, NRCS 

Becky & Abby presented a brief background regarding the priority 
natural resource concerns for EQIP & CSP.  Program implementation 
must address priority natural resource concerns in the State and region.  
The priority natural resource concerns are established using 
recommendations from the State Technical Committee. 

Priority resource concerns are used in developing allocation formulas 
and application ranking tools.  The local work groups scored the 
resource concerns in order of priority, giving 10 points to the resource 
concern of highest priority in their area.  The average of the scores for 
each resource concern was used to determine the rank for the state. 

Becky presented the recommendation that the resource concerns be 
considered in the following order (from highest priority to lowest 
priority) for developing FY2019 program implementation criteria:  
Water Quality Degradation, Soil Quality Degradation, Soil Erosion, 
Fish and Wildlife Inadequate Habitat, Degraded Plant Condition, 
Livestock Production Limitation, Air Quality Impacts, Excess Water, 
Inefficient Energy Use, and Insufficient Water. 
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The MTC concurred with this recommendation, and it will be 
forwarded to the State Conservationist for final approval. 

Commercial Forest 
Program Compliance 
and CAP 106 Plans 

Mike Smalligan & Shirley Businski, DNR 

Mike & Shirley took a few moments to explain the Commercial Forest 
Program (CFP) and the impending deadlines the DNR is facing 
regarding getting forest management plans written for landowners. 

On September 28, 2018, the DNR mailed compliance letters to 600 CFP 
landowners who did not have a Forest Management Plan Certification 
on file with the DNR or whose plan was signed on or before December 
31, 1998.  This mailing was done in response to a recent audit of the 
CFP conducted by the Office of the Auditor General. 

These landowners have now been notified by the DNR of non-
compliance, and they have 60 days to get back into compliance.  The 
affected landowners have until December 1, 2018, to have a plan in 
place or to enter into a contract with a certified forester to have a plan 
written by June 1, 2019. 

Garry Lee asked Mike & Shirley to give him some additional 
information regarding the location of these landowners, and he would 
see if there was something NRCS could do to assist landowners 
participating in the CFP to get back into compliance. 

Monarch Butterfly 
Initiative 

Dan Zay, State Biologist, NRCS 

Dan shared a PowerPoint presentation regarding the Monarch Butterfly 
Initiative.  The monarch is not a listed species yet, and the efforts being 
made with this initiative are focused on increasing the population before 
the species is forced to be listed due to low numbers.  Some further 
discussion was held concerning the Monarch Butterfly, and the MTC 
agreed that there was a need to work in a collaborative effort to come up 
with a strategic approach to address this issue and promote the financial 
assistance available through the targeted subaccount. 

Phosphorus Loss 
Reduction Strategy 

Ruth Shaffer, Water Quality Specialist, NRCS 

Some discussion was held regarding phosphorus loss, particularly in the 
Western Lake Erie Basin (WLEB).  Those individuals at the meeting 
agreed that a game plan needed to be formulated in order to address 
these issues in the WLEB.  Garry Lee asked Paul Thomas of the EPA if 
he would be willing to lead a smaller group and hold some meetings to 
find potential ways to resolve this issue.  Paul said he would be willing 
to do this. 
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Program Outreach Garry Lee, State Conservationist, NRCS 

Garry said more program outreach is needed through partners, 
specifically in relation to wetland restoration programs.  He informed 
the committee there was very little interest in ACEP-WRE in FY 2018.  
There was one parcel selected, but it was cancelled prior to obligation in 
FY 2018. 

Partner Updates Adam Cook informed the MTC that MLICA will hold its annual 
meeting in January 2019.  Adam was going to speak with Garry about 
having someone from NRCS make a presentation at this meeting. 

Public Comment There were none. 

Closing Remarks Garry thanked those in attendance for their time, contributions, and 
participation in the meeting.  He reiterated that it’s going to be a 
challenging time in the absence of a new Farm Bill and stressed that 
each MTC member was important.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:44 
p.m.
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