Regional Conservation
Partnership Program
Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service offers voluntary Farm Bill
programs that benefit both agricultural
producers and the environment.

Overview
The Regional Conservation Partnership
Program (RCPP) promotes coordination of
NRCS conservation activities with partners
that offer value-added contributions to expand
our collective ability to address on-farm,
watershed, and regional natural resource
concerns. Through RCPP, NRCS seeks to
co-invest with partners to implement projects
that demonstrate innovative solutions
to conservation challenges and provide
measurable improvements and outcomes tied
to the resource concerns they seek to address.

Benefits
RCPP makes available a variety of NRCS
conservation activities to help partners, ag
producers, and private landowners address
local and regional natural resource challenges.

How It Works
Partners apply to NRCS for RCPP project
awards. Once projects are selected, NRCS
works with partners to set aside a certain pool
of funding for an awarded project. Producers,
landowners, and partners then enter into
producer contracts and supplemental
agreements with NRCS to carry out agreed-to
conservation activities.

Who is Eligible?
Only eligible organizations interested in
partnering with NRCS on conservation projects
can develop applications for the RCPP
competition. The lead partner for an RCPP

project is the entity that submits an application,
and if selected for an award is ultimately
responsible for collaborating with NRCS to
successfully complete an RCPP project.
See the RCPP funding announcement for
details about what types of organizations are
eligible to apply.
RCPP projects must be carried out on
agricultural or nonindustrial private forest land
or associated land on which NRCS determines
an eligible activity would help achieve
conservation benefits.

Conservation Activities
RCPP projects may include any combination
of authorized, on-the-ground conservation
activities implemented by farmers, ranchers,
and forest landowners. These activities
include:
•

Land management/land improvement/
restoration practices

•

Land rentals

•

Entity-held easements

•

United States-held easements

•

Public works/watersheds.

RCPP is now a
standalone program
with its own funding˗̶

$300 million annually.
NRCS may award up
to 15 Alternative
Funding Arrangement
projects, which are
more grant-like and
rely more on partner
capacity to implement
conservation activities.
RCPP now has
two funding pools-Critical Conservation
Areas and a State/
Multistate pool.
RCPP partners must
develop and report
on environmental
outcomes.

More Information

How to Apply
Interested partners must apply through the
RCPP portal (nrcs.my.salesforce.com).
Application periods are announced annually.
Once RCPP projects are selected,
producers and landowners can apply to
participate in projects that cover their
geographic area. Interested producers
should visit their local USDA Service Center
to see if their land
is included in the scope of any existing
RCPP projects.
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For more information,
visit nrcs.usda.gov/
farmbill or farmers.
gov.
Find your local USDA
Service Center at
farmers.gov/servicelocator.
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