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October 7, 2011 
 
Loyal Mehrhoff, Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Pacific Islands Fish and Wildlife Office 
300 Ala Moana Blvd. Room #3-108 
Honolulu, HI 96850 
 
 
Dear Dr. Mehrhoff, 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is planning to implement a conservation plan with 
[CLIENT NAME] on the island of Maui, on TMK [(X)X-X-XXX:XXX] under the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) by providing financial and technical assistance.  The attached map depicts the 
project area and its proximity to critical habitat and sightings of listed species. 
 
The project area lies about 8.76 miles east southeast of Kahului heading up Pulehu road towards Kula.  
The annual precipitation in this area is arid at 25 to 35 inches at 1,600 feet to 1,800 feet elevation. 
Historically, this land has been farmed pineapple by Maui Land & Pine from the early nineteen hundreds 
and has also been in pasture under Haleakala Ranch. Existing vegetation includes Guinea grass, buffel 
grass, haole koa, kiawe, panini, apple of peru, lantana and glycine. These vegetation types are found 
mostly on the outskirts of the cropland.  The area is dry with only the sporadic kiawe trees as the over-
story present.  Common weeds that associate within the cropland are Spanish needle, several species of 
grasses and apple of peru. Currently, Mr. Yamamoto  annually grows onions, tomatoes, and bush beans 
as his primary crops. However, he sometimes alters one crop with another if the market calls for it.  
 
As noted on the attached map and data table, the listed endangered species Hawaiian hoary bat 
(Lasiurus cinereus semotus) has been sighted in the vicinity of the project area, outside the 0.3 mile 
buffer.  However, there have been no sightings of the Hawaiian Hoary Bat from either the applicant Benny 
Yamamoto or the landowner Haleakala Ranch.  Additionally, farm visits by NRCS personnel Kahana 
Stone confirms that there were no sightings of any native animals or plants within the project area durig 
site visits on January 25th and April 29th, 2011. 
 
The project entails removing kiawe trees (Prosopis pallida) and panini (Opuntia ficus-indica) by using a 
dozer (D-4). Most of the kiawe trees will be avoided.  A few kiawe trees, ranging about 10- to 20-feet-tall 
in height, will be removed.  According the T & E Map, the Hawaiian hoary bat has been seen in the 
vicinity of the project area. Although there have been no sightings of the bat by NRCS personnel or the 
farmer, to prevent potential impacts, no woody plants suitable for bat roosting will be removed during the 
sensitive bat pup birthing and rearing season (May 15 – August 15). If a listed animal is present in the 
project site, the area will be avoided. If the animal arrives in the construction area after work begins, work 
will cease until the animal leaves on its own accord. 
 
Our effects analysis considers the probable duration, frequency, and magnitude of potential interaction 
between protected species and the proposed action. By not removing trees 15 feet or taller during the 
Hawaiian hoary bat breeding and pupping season, the likelihood of harming a Hawaiian hoary bat is 
extremely low. 
 
NRCS has determined that the individual impacts from the proposed action will have insignificant effects 
on ESA-listed species and their habitats. Based on the above information, the NRCS has determined that 
the project (Contract No. [XXXXXXXXXXX]) may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect threatened or 
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endangered species.  Your concurrence with this determination is requested within 30 days, in 
accordance with the consultation requirements of section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended.  If you have any questions, please contact Kahana Stone, soil Conservationist, in the Kahului 
Service Center at 808-871-5500 ext 110. 
 
 
Sincerely,    
 
 
 
ANGEL L. FIGUEROA 
Director 
Pacific Islands Area 
 
Enclosures:  T&E Map, T&E Data Table 
 
cc: Client Name & Address 
 Ranae Ganske-Cerizo, District Conservationist; NRCS Kahului Service Center 
 Gregory Koob, State Biologist; NRCS Pacific Islands State Office 
 Krista Winger, ESA Coordinator, krista@islandgeo.com 
 Nicola Giardina, EQIP Program Manager; NRCS Pacific Islands State Office 
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