2 &

Spring Peeper

Did you know you
can enhance your
forest by adding
ephemeral pools?

Are you interested in managing your
forest for wildlife?

Did you know you can receive cost
share through NRCS programs to im-

prove wildlife habitat?

KENTUCKY

fw.ky.gov

If you are interested in creating
ephemeral pools for amphibians
please visit your local USDA
service center or call 800-858-
1549 for your county KDFWR

private lands biologist.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all of its programs and activities on
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation,
political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual's income is derived
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabili-
ties who require alternative means for communication
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)

720-2600 (voice and TDD)."

USDA

—

EPHEMERAL
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AMPHIBIANS

Spotted Salamander

Protect Kentucky’s
Native Amphibians



What is an Ephemeral Pool?

These pools should only be constructed on sites
suitable for development to ensure adequate

Marbled Salamander with eggs

In Kentucky, 25 amphibian species are
considered Species of Greatest Conserva-
tion Need (SGCN).

These frog and salamander populations
are declining in Kentucky, and addi-
tional breeding habitat (ephemeral
pools) will help restore populations.

Ephemeral pools placed in forests part-
ner well with other more recognized
forestry practices such as forest stand
improvement, brush management, and
edge feathering offered to landowners
through several Farm Bill Programs.

Ephemeral pools are small pools of water 1.5 to
2.5 ft deep that often dry up during hot sum-
mer months. This prevents fish from invading
and preying upon tadpoles and salamander lar-
vae. The aquatic life cycle of amphibians is com-
plete before the pool dries up. Pools are de-
signed to have very flat slopes to allow better
access. Many landowners are surprised at the
diversity of wildlife an ephemeral pool will at-
tract.

Will amphibians die if
the pool dries up!?

No. In fact, many species depend on these sites
going dry. They are adapted to this dry period
and young are usually grown and capable of
leaving the water by then. Some species will
only breed in temporary water sources. The
Four-toed salamander and the Wood frog are
classic examples of ephemeral pool breeding
amphibians.

Will Other Wildlife
Benefit?

Yes. Ephemeral pools can provide a water
source for many game species such as deer and
turkey. They are a great place to set up a deer
stand and wait for that big buck you’ve been
scouting.

water holding capacity. Ephemeral pools should

not be used for livestock water and should be

placed or planned so livestock are excluded.

Ephemeral Pool in Forested Area

Practice
Specifications:

. JOHN MACGREGOR PHOTO

il

&

[J Drainage area 0-3 acres and no larger than 5 acres

[J Pool size 400 square feet to 0 .3 acres

[J Maximum water depth between 1.5 and 2.5 feet.

[J Side slopes 6:1 or flatter.

[l Plant a 30’ buffer of wildlife friendly vegetation

around ephemeral pools or allow plants to naturally

regenerate
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