
Soil Taxonomy Forum 

The Soil Taxonomy Forum is an online discussion site for the U.S. soil classification system titled Soil 
Taxonomy, A Basic System of Soil Classification for Making and Interpreting Soil Surveys, as well as 
for the Keys to Soil Taxonomy. Sponsored by the USDA-NRCS and hosted by Virginia Tech University, 
the Forum is moderated and encourages free and open discussion of topics related to soil classification, 
soil description, diagnostic soil properties and qualities of soil, taxonomic classes, and ideas to improve 
the utility and completeness of Soil Taxonomy. 

The Soil Taxonomy Forum is found at http://soiltxnmyforum.stl.vt.edu/forum/list.php?3,page=1  

 

You can read postings on the forum without registering. 
However, you must register in order to post to or reply to 
posts on the form.   

 

To register, or log in if already a member, click as 
appropriate, either  

 

Provide the required information indicated at left in 
order to register. A fogotten password can also be reset 
from this screen. 

 

You will be advise an email message will be sent to you at 
the email address provided. You must respond to the 
confirmation email in order to activiate your membership.  

 

Within minutes, you will receive an email asking you to 
validate your account. If you do not find an email from the 
Soil Taxonomy Forum System, check junk and spam folders 
both on your computer and your mail server’s web-based 
application. Move or mark the message as ‘not junk’ if 
found. Click on the link and your account will be activated 
and your browser will open at with the message below. 

 

You are now registered to post and reply to messages, or 
threads, the Soil Taxonomy Forum. When posting a new 
topic, please give it a title that best conveys the subject of 
your posting. Limit each posting to a single topic or subject 
to best facilitate searches and encourage discussion. 



Please remember, the Soil Taxonomy Forum is a professional venue open to the public viewing and 
participation. We ask that courtesy and respect be extended to all users. 

Receive Notifications of New Postings on the Soil Taxonomy Forum 

The Soil Taxonomy Forum does not automatically email registered users of new topics or postings. 
Parameters can be set in the Forum to send emails to you if you post a new, or reply to a post. However, 
email is not automatically sent on new or unrelated posts. The best way to assure you continue receive 
notification of all activities on the Forum is to subscribe to RSS feeds. 

To subscribe to the Soil Taxonomy Forum RSS feeds: 

1. Locate and left click on the  RSS icon within the green Soil Taxonomy fourm box. 
2. A window will open on your browser. Click on the text 

to “Subscribe to this feed” 
3. A pop-up window will open. You have option of editing 

the folder name and where the RSS feeds are created.  
You can leave it as default or change to your liking.  
Click once you have indicated where you 
want feeds to be posted. 

4. Within your email folder structure you should see a 
folder for RSS Feeds. Click to open the RSS Feeds for the 
Soil Taxonomy Forum.  

 

 

 

 

Helpful User Information for the Soil Taxonomy Forum 

1. Registration is not required to view postings to this forum. However, registration is required to 
submit a posting. 

2. Please request registration using a valid email address as email is part of the registration 
process. 

3. Please be civil towards other forum users. 
4. This forum is moderated. Postings will not be viewable until approved by a moderator. 
5. Search will not work when trying to search on fewer than four characters. 
6. Postings may include up to three file attachments. Attachments are restricted to files with 

extensions gif, jpg, png, tif, tiff or pdf. 
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