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ID-CPA-025 provides planners a tool to document seeding or planting plans and the actual or 
“As-built” conditions. It can be used to determine whether the land owner has adhered to the 
planting plan as set out by the planner and met the requirements necessary to be in compliance 
with NRCS standards. Differences in seed labeling requirements from state to state as well as 
differences in labels produced by seed vendors can make filling out this form confusing. This 
Technical Note provides step by step instructions and images of actual seed labels to help NRCS 
staff correctly complete this document. 
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FILLING OUT ID-CPA-025 
SEEDING/PLANTING PLAN 

Derek Tilley 
Loren St. John (ret.) 
Brendan Brazee 



Fill out producer 
information and 
description of 
site. 
Enter mechanical 
and chemical 
seedbed prep 
action. 

Describe seeding 
operation including 
acres to be 
seeded, drill 
information, 
seeding rates, seed 
carriers and 
inoculation. 

The Planting Plan 

Enter management 
recommendations. 



The Planting Plan 

Full seed rate of 
each 
component and 
% of mix planned 
(listed in TN 24) 

% of mix should 
add up to 100% 

This is what you 
order from the 
seed company 

Enter seed mix 
information 

Determine lbs of rice 
hulls if applicable 
(See TN 7) 



Rice Hull Calculator from TN 7 uses seed bushel weights to calculate 
the ratio of seed to rice hulls in a mix 
 
Available online at: 
http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/tech_ref.html#TechNotes 
 

This mix 
requires 8.97 
lbs of rice 
hulls/acre 

Or 2,409 lbs 
for the entire 
project 



In this 
example the 
producer used 
a straight 5 lbs 
of rice 
hulls/acre 
instead of 
calculating 
the ratio of 
seed to rice 
hulls 
 



As-Built 

Enter description 
of actual 
seeding 
operation and 
management 

Use seed tag to 
enter Permanent 
Vegetation 
Seeding As-Built  
information 



The Seed Tag 

Some tags 
show a % pure 
column. This is 
the % of the 
species in the 
mix,  
NOT  % purity 
of the species 

A detailed 
seed tag is 
essential 



Bulk Lbs Planted 
Enter bulk lbs 
from seed tag 



% Purity 
= % purity of each 
component 
(Not % of each 
species in mix) 



A standard seed tag or invoice may not 
contain detailed purity and viability 
information. A Letter of Certification or a 
seed lab analysis can be requested. 



According to the 
Federal Seed Act, a 
label must list: 
 
1. % of species by 
weight in a mix 
 
2. % germ of any 
species 
 
But it does not have 
to list % purity of each 
component 

=You may have to figure it out.  

Here is an example of 
a tag that does not 
contain purity 
information. 



1. Find % PLS of each species 
%PLS=LBS PLS/LBS bulk 
217.2/243.97= 89% 
 
 
2. Determine % Purity 
% purity= % PLS/%viable 
% purity= 89%/92%= 96.7% Viability=Germ + dormant 

or hard seed 

*If the numbers are not 
available, TN24 list 
average purity and 
germ by species.  

Calculating % 
Purity (if necessary) 



Enter Germ + 
Dormant or Hard 
Seed of each 
component. 
 
 
If the label lists 
germ and TZ 
(tetrazolium 
test), use the 
higher value of 
the 2. 

% Germ 



Date of 
Analysis 



NRCS Idaho requires the actual planted 
to be within  85 to 125% of planned to be 
in compliance. Other state standards may 
vary. 

Discrepancies 
between 
planned and 
planted may 
arise as seed 
companies will 
often use 
whole bags of 
seed instead of 
specified 
amounts. 



Aberdeen Plant Materials Center 
P.O. Box 296/ 1691 A South 2700 West 
Aberdeen, ID 83210-0296 
 
Telephone: 208.397.4133 
FAX: 855-524-1691 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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