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ELIGIBILITY 
 

To be eligible for this practice with the Conservation 
Reserve Program, the land must be an existing, 
expiring CRP contract that was planted to trees.  

CRP POLICY 
For General CRP, the national ranking factor for the 
cover type will be determined using the cover point 
scores for CP3 or CP3A.  

For hardwood trees, if the ranking score for re-
enrolled tree plantings is 50, a combination of at least 3 
native mast-producing trees sufficiently stocked such 
as oaks, walnut, hickory, maples, black cherry, etc. 
must be present for the life of the contract.  If the 
ranking score for re-enrolled tree plantings is 30, at 
least 2 native mast trees must be present for the life of 
the contract. If the ranking score for re-enrolled tree 
plantings is 20, at least 1 mast-producing tree must be 
present for the life of the contract; otherwise, if the 
ranking score for re-enrolled tree plantings is 10, at 
least 1 non-mast tree will be present for the life of the 
contract. 

For Conifer trees, if the ranking score for re-enrolled 
tree plantings is 50, only native conifers will be present 
and sufficiently stocked, plus 15% - 20% openings 
with native grasses, wildflowers, and/or shrubs will be 
present for the life of the contract.  (Cost-share is not 
available to create openings, but is available to 
establish native grasses, wildflowers, and shrubs in 
openings).  Any other existing conifers will score 10. 
 

Existing conditions that are not consistent with CRP 
Policy or NRCS Standards and Specifications will be 
corrected at the landowner’s expense. 

 

 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
Noxious weeds and other undesirable plants, insects, 
and pests shall be controlled, including such 
maintenance as necessary to avoid detrimental effects 
to the surrounding land.  Some of the most common 
pests that need controlled on CRP acreage include 
Autumn Olive, Multiflora Rose, Spotted Knapweed, 
Quackgrass, etc. 

After the Final Status Review, maintain the planting 
according to your CRP conservation plan. Maintenance 
activities are allowed only on a spot basis and only if 
necessary to maintain stand health, maintain stand 
diversity, or control pests that will damage the CRP 
cover or adjacent lands. MOWING is only authorized 
between Aug 1st and Aug 20th to protect ground-
nesting wildlife and to allow re-growth for winter cover.  
Other maintenance activities or Mid-Contract 
Management will only be allowed outside the 
designated dates to protect ground-nesting wildlife.  
Designated dates are from May 1st to August 1st.  If 
management or maintenance activities are needed 
within these dates, the FSA County Committee must 
approve the management activity prior to the activity 
occurring. 

Mowing for generic weed control or for 
cosmetic purposes is prohibited. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status, or protected 
genetic information. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternate means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue SW, Washington, 
DC, 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
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Vegetative Cover - Trees - Already Established Evaluation  
Worksheet  Re-Enrolled Tree Plantings 

Landowner:       County:       

Farm:       Tract:            Field(s):       
Tree Acres:       

Date:       
Openings Acres:       

 

CURRENT CONDITION 
 Existing trees DO NOT currently meet Field Office Technical Guide Requirements since 

fewer than 80% are surviving &/or they are not evenly distributed.        
       Additional planting is needed.  See the attached CRP supplemental tree planting sheet 
for specific information.        

 The following species are present, but not allowed per current CRP Policy 
                                                      
       These species were scheduled in the original plan and are therefore allowed to remain up to     
            the original planned level.       
       These must be removed and additional planting is needed.  See the attached CRP 
supplemental tree planting sheet for specific information.        

 Existing trees currently meet CRP Policy and the Field Office Technical Guide 

Trees currently present % OF 
STAND 

                                            % 
                                            % 
                                            % 
                                            % 

% of the Existing Stand in Openings (if applicable):      % 
FOREST OPENINGS 

 Not Applicable (Hardwoods or 10 pt. re-enrolled tree plantings)        
 

 Create Forest Openings in the Existing Conifer Stand by clearing the areas indicated on the attached 
map.  See the attached CRP Tree Openings Program Sheet for specific seeding requirements.        
 

 Forest Openings are currently present as identified on the attached map), but need seeded.  See the 
attached CRP Tree Openings Program Sheet for specific seeding requirements.        
 

MAINTENANCE for Pest Control 
**NOTE: after the Final Status Review has been issued, other maintenance activities will be conducted outside the primary 
nesting season (May 1st – August 1st), and weeds will be treated on a “spot” basis only, unless prior approval is granted 
by the County Committee. 
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LOCATION AND LAYOUT SKETCH 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The existing site condition for the re-enrolled tree plantings practice identified above meets the 
technical specifications required for CRP policy, NRCS standards, and Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources approval. 
 
 
 
________________________________________________  __________________ 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Service Forester       Date 
 
 
 
I(we) agree to implement the re-enrolled tree plantings practice according to the technical 
requirements contained in this sheet, the CRP Conservation Plan, and all other attached 
information.  Any changes to the technical requirements will be approved by the MI DNR, FSA 
County Committee, and NRCS. 
 
________________________________________________  __________________ 
CRP Participant(s)             Date 
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