USDA N RCS

Unlted States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Helping People Help The Land
March [/ April 2014 1 ssue No. 26

The Reverchon Naturalis

Recognizing the work of French botanist .
coll ecting t herCoeungthroault Ttehxea sNoarrteha i n 187 6,
the botanists/naturalists who have

Dr aba

ExcerpA Samdn County
Al do Leopol d

Within a few weeks now fl ower
that blows, will sprin wi t h
smal | bl ooms.

He who hopes for sprin ever
sees so small a thing pairs
spring with downcast e wi ng.
He who searches for sp n the
mud finds it in abund

Draba asks, and get s, f warm
and comfort; it subsis unwan
ti me and space. Bot a or thr
l ines, but never a pl a too p
and sun too weak for b are go
enough for Draba. Aft 1 g flow
but only a postscript

Draba plucks no hearts i f th
is any, is lost in thelg ol or i
whi t e. I'ts | eaves wea oat .
Not hing eats it; it is sing
Some botanist once gave d then
forgot it. Al togéf het ce

s mal | creature that do

job quickly anmd gwaddy e

(Draba chunet
Edi tords Note: rFparitanpuab
or

by Oxf d Uni ve€pgnttyy, EBpless
1949, one year Wéf'ﬁeirtsAFid’by
Leopol dAsSdpdt Gogateyyght( Leaf
Al manahcas been afr Pigbatageg - s
and published brﬁ”%twe'ln ghape
| anguages, and:af?glt% Oof'?ﬂlt.o
than two milli B 23piréd "
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By Ricky Linex
NRCS Wildlife Biologist
Weatherford, Texas

Heral ds of Spring

There is an old saying in Texas that you candét ru
bud and | eaf out. I n many years, the young mesqu
fooled by a freeze. The slbltaugbtngofhegaenghando

wi th what wi | | be their first set of 2014

eaves

for the freezing temperatures that stretched, at
A west Texas newspaper editor, the late Frank Gri
poem back in 1939 entitled, fAThe QI0Od t Mes qnoirtneg :n gAio

15" you could see wilting mesquites, young and ol d
way to Abil ene. The next day, I was wal king in t
preparation for a riparian workshop scheduled the
vegetation in and along the creek showing freeze
ter mi nal growth tips of mi |l kweed vVvine, frost weed,
soapberry. There were also instances of plants t
such as skullcap, Texas bindweed, water will ow, S
bush croton al/l appeared to be healthy on the nex
pl ants wherever they are growing, if this dry wea
occurrence of plants this year. Speaking of ripa
|l ocations of two upcoming workshops in north cent
Ri parian Wor kshops

May 16, Texas Game Warden Academy, Hami Jton C
8:30 am to 3:30 pm; Registration begins at 8: 00f am

We will spend the morning in the classroom and he aft
Coryell SWCD is graciously sproemgiogtienrg Bwnchntfaoocffiand Ipias
254.774.6008 or I prcin@brc.tamus. edu by May 14.

May 22, Clifton Administration Building Clif
8:30 am to 3:30 pm; Registration begins at 8: 00f am

We wi | | spend the morning in the BdsagueBRim grnydo Jrh el uanfcth
Prreegi ster by contacting Jenna Wal ker, Watershed@ Admini
254.750.6644 or jennaw@ci.waco.tx.us by May 20.

Quail Appreciation Days

Five Quail Appreciation Days (QUADs) wil!/ be hejd in M
news|l At QEAD -hhosura Wwor kshop on quail management; it inclu

and an afternoon tour featuring regi @nraéd gimatnragtei
and is due one week before thelhfrieeel CEUsy ;f oF2 Prii
available (2 D@dreesr aln;d 1 oW)iBhac kSt feptheéns count
Leslie Neve at 254. 5597 @2821333 .0r TRwoicsk yi sVitnhseo nQ WA D

Transfusi oMayédFbaser siat €punty, FMI cont Maly T1R&8t ef

Wheel er County, FMI contact Dale Dunlap at 806.
Send your calendar items to Ricky Linex at ricky.lin
melissa.sturdivant @ x.usda. gov.
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Keys to Becom
Successful Cons
and Advice from

Steve Nelle

8§Al ways remember the purpo
organi zatioear {ipcewihh e rovfat i
natural) resources

8§Strive to learn somethingf@ in the
field; | eardthHe rmer @ byseu vl
you wil |l see.
8You will never |l earn to b&8Da gehuidereivenyeunvasiabnséactfoalfF
you do is administer contrabeas. come from the agency.
§Conservation is not measuB¥dubystahéshambéopnomuddl cams &fom
cost share payments. that you have done a good job. |
. ) noti ce, and, with ti me, you wil|l g
§Take the_-tmmeoflemeaelandl m%‘é?e'fhl""h%(zv'?'b'utlﬁandle recognitio
even if it is on your own ti me.
. 8Strive to be the unsurpassed expe
§Even though you work W'th'FmBoPH%ﬁ?W%@%%o?tEbHEePQB F8n o
become a stereotypical buredbvghatijdgentification, plant ecol
§Be willing to embrace new tbht8pttopumagasasment. ol bpPRYy I an n
anxious or gullible to evefM@NAgEMERLa. SOil health, conserve
burning, etc.).
§Be willing to reject or mgdi_fy traditional concepts when
new information disproves3§tn8negs -HB@S‘PW@HPOBﬁ.FReM'p yolu
The right answers change oVY@HTtpPmefessiony cultivate that r
people Iin every county who are wi
) ) i mprove and succeed
FigumdoVejrightteve teaches resource
I

dmtve andhumbh et adhid t ude.

Figubel)dw( Discovering and 8oesrevreviwigt hi na btshoel uftiee Ilpder sonal and
Steve fiwal ks the wal ko of ahgpe®diompen aorfd tshiec ad gref,ulno matter v
conservationist.

conservationists about rip&Alaryps

) . §Be passionate, but not arrogant o
Photos credit: -NRRC®SKky Linex, USDA

§Dondt talk too much. You can | eas
8§The best job i n9 tphlea NfReQ'S, iyso ut hvei |IC
more good and get more gratificat
than any other. Don6t be overly
climb the | adder. Those who cl in
miss a great deal of i mportant ex
8When you get to be a DC, your tec
erode due to other responsibiliti
reqguire a great deal extra effort
technically competent.
§ Al ways give back more than what vy
8A conservation plan is not a docu
planning is an pmgoeé gt aingd Wyinlatmi
the foundation of technical profi
ef fectwavye cdomomuni cati on.
§Al ways remember that conservati on
t hheandowner otggyalugy per sonal opin
preferences, paradigms, or recomn
achieve HI'S | and goal s, not your
Steve Nelle is a retired Wi ldlife
USDMWMRCS and resides in San Angel o,
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