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Conservation Technical Assistance grant

Concurrent with similar work in CT, also under NRCS CTA grant

> J:""’ o
US Army Corps flood control dam ,wétfé\&qu@hée-mv
L e e def . -

er, VT ©'Chiistian O. Marks




TheNature Q

Conscrvancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life.’

CT River Watershed — Floodplain Forest Portfolio

Connecticut River Watershed

Floodplain Forest

Site Selection — Basin wide




TheNature Q

Conscrvancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life.’

CT River Watershed — Floodplain Forest Portfolio

Connecticut River Watershed
Floodplain Fore

Tier | Floodplain Forest Clusters

Rivers

Floodplain Forest Site
Selection

* Frequent flooding regime
» Actively migrating channel
» Larger sites for resilience
» Diversity of river types
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CT River Watershed — Floodplain Forest Portfolio

7 Tier 1 Clusters in
Massachusetts = 6,528
acres suitable for
protection and/or
restoration
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o 2/3 of area in Pioneer
Valley Cluster

e divided Cluster into 4
separate Blocks

 Total = 10 Tier 1 Blocks

“Priority Floodplain Areas”

GIS Analysis -

MAFO

Fort, Pioneer Valley and
chelor Brook

Protected Land

| Medium river

Small river

Pioneer
Valley

Pioneer
Valley

| Bachelor Brook
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GIS Analysis - MAFO

Floodplain Blocks
Bachelor Brook

4 (of 10) Tier 1 Floodplain B | /8

: . p- . B Pioneer valley 1 / : : €
Blocks identified as having roneervetey2 | P |
highest feasibility of land Brsiesianrs , :
protection success: Moo | e ) e

Major Rivers

Town Boundaries

1. Greenfield ( High gradient,  [SSSE =R I
rich terrace) & TN T ks T
2. Fort (Small river)
3. Pioneer Valley Group | r
(Blocks 3 and 4) (Large river) (S VIR

Branches
Bachelor

4. Bachelor Brook (Small river) G S S N
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Criteria considered for
prioritization:

= Parcel size

= Proportion of parcel that
lies within the Priority
Floodplains

= Adjacency to Protected
lands

= Current Land Use

= NRCS program eligibility
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Criteria selected for
prioritization:

= Parcel size within a
Priority Floodplain area

= Adjacency to Protected
lands
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Land Protection Priorities — Summary

. 210 acres In the floodplain and is

adjacent to Protected Open Space
Priority 2: 210 acres in the floodplain
Priority 3: 5to 10 acres in the floodplain

Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3
Parcels Parcels Parcels Total Parcels

_

Greenfield ----

Pioneer Vallev Group ...-

Grand Total
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Floodplain Land Protection Priorities
Greenfield

CT River Floodplain Land Protection Priorities - Greenfield

LOT THREE SREEN

HENNETH.

versiol A
K\Arc Pr:ue::ts\CT River_FloodPla \des\C _FloodPlainLPP_050613 _t
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CT River Floddblain Land Protection Priorities
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" CT River Floodplain Land Protection Priorities L

Pioneer Valley

Protected in Perpetuity |
" Cropland

: Pasture

TRiv_Floodplain_LPP

Mot Ranked
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Floodplain Land Protection Priorities
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CT River Floodplgin Land Protection Priorities - Bachelor Brook

loodplain_LPP|
| Net Ranked
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Landowner Outreach

atul‘e The Nature Conservancy in Massachusetts tel (413) 584-2532
onservancy 136 West Street, Suite 5

Selected 30 priority landowners
to receive floodplain letter - |

I am writing on behalf of The Nature Conservancy (TNC 1vate non-profit conservation
organization that works to protect important natural arez ¢ : conducted research on the
\.1] ue of conservation of the v 1lsd \\nh the Cmane icut River and are reaching out

Considerations:

/ the river are known as

oodplai sted areas cs orests. »dplain forests are rare and
® u r re n t a n u S e getting rarer, whic problem both for wildlif¢ ki s here, and the human
ities that rely on these forests to help case the 1mp'1cl of floods b\ holding high water.
As the name l[]l])llcb these forests need periodic flooding.

. . .
o F O C u S O n I n d IVI d u al a n d The Nature Conservaney is studying floodplain fo hroughout the entire Connecticut River
watershed, looking at w v t them that will yield multiple benefits to natural areas and
the cities and towns that these places buffer from flooding. Thes ec ategies include
working with willing landowne a ntary basis to conss or enhance wetlands

- . - .
C O m m e rC I a | /I n St I t u tl O n aI on their property. Protecting and restoring the: tems will enhar bility to provide
water filtration, flood control, and migration corridors for animals.

If you own land in a floodplain and are interested in learning more about the benefits of these

| a n d OW n e rS im'pm‘tam a well as the options that might be available to

land, we would welcome the opportun. ¢ oL nd my contact informa
below. Thank you for your considerati ard to hearing from you

 Some landowner knowledge
provided by partners

Northampton, MA 01060
Tel: 413-584-2532
Email: markelle smith
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Presentation Notes
Current land use – i.e. not actively managed; natural cover – looked on aerials
Focused on non-agricultural land; not fish and game clubs, etc.
Emphasis on voluntary land protection/restoration and importance of habitat in general
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Partner Meetings to:

1.

Ask about their
experiences

. Share our land protection

planning

. Ask if they might consider

using this information in
their planning and project
work

Partner outreach

American 1-'I armland Trust

I-1 -I' .-'. 1

N

raE LA

FRANKLIN LAND TRUST MNATIOMNAL

s R

S5YSTEM

:k Mass Audubon

Protecting the Nature L-:af' Massachusetts

TRUST
PUBLIC
LAND

n THAT Buartarys s

|



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lessons learned from partners doing projects in the floodplain
Most requested this info immediately
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Results:

e Enhanced communication and
coordination

o Data Sharing

e Conversations
about conflicts
and methods



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also developed associated data sharing agreement to accompany
Really interesting conversations about how to go about achieving floodplain protection
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Partner OQutreach

Project Team
 Rob Warren, MA Dir. Of Protection & Policy

 Markelle Smith, Land Protection Specialist

» Jessica Dyson, GIS Manage
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