
Title 210 – National Engineering Manual 
Part 503 – Safety 

Subpart A – Engineering Activities Affecting Utilities 
 

PIA503.0 General 
The District Conservationist is the responsible NRCS employee for carrying out this policy for all non-
project work installed with NRCS assistance within his/her service center.  The Contracting Officer’s 
Representative or Government Representative is the responsible NRCS employee for implementing this 
policy for project construction contracts, whether federally contracted, CLO or locally led. 
 
PIA503.2 General Considerations 
All known overhead and underground utilities shall be clearly identified on the engineering plans.  In 
addition, the following statement will be added to the first sheet of the construction drawings:   
 

“Landowners/operators and contractors are liable for damage to utilities caused by construction 
activities.  NRCS makes no representation on the existence or nonexistence of any utilities.  Absence 
of utilities on plan drawings is not an assurance that no utilities are present at the site.  It is the 
responsibility of the landowner/operator and contractor to determine if there are buried or 
overhead utilities in the vicinity of the proposed work.” 
 

Engineering plans shall also include the following: 
• For work done in Hawaii:  

 

 
(logos may be downloaded at http://www.call811.com/campaign-materials/default.aspx). 

• For work done in Guam, CNMI, American Samoa, FSM, Palau & RMI: 

“Prior to commencing construction, the landowner/operator or contractor shall notify utility 
companies to locate all underground utilities in accordance with OSHA Part 1926.651 and 
applicable local regulations.” 

 

“The landowner/operator or contractor shall call 1-866-423-7287 or 811 to 
determine the existence of utilities at least 5 days prior to excavation.” 
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