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THIS IS JUST FYI!



HISTORIC PERSPECTIVE

• Historically, the black-footed ferret occupied an estimated 100 
million acres of intermountain and prairie grasslands in the 
western U.S., Canada, and Mexico, within ~ 562 million acres of 
potential habitat. By 1987, there were no remaining wild ferrets.















SPECIES RECOVERY STATUS 















CONTINUED INTEREST…



WY FERRET PROGRAM STATUS

• 10j rule approved for WY this past Fall.
• Experimental, non-essential status across WY.

• Incidental take coverage for private landowners.

• WGFD now in management control of BFFs in WY.

• WGFD planning reintroductions near Meeteetse in 2016 assuming BFFs are 
available.  No other releases currently scheduled in WY.

• Partner meeting pending to develop future priorities.



NRCS BFF INVOLVEMENT

•Will not be a National BFF Initiative
• No new initiatives
• Up to the states
• Funds from state NRCS budget

• Some opportunity to provide incentives with existing programs- CSP

• Limitations as to what we can assist with:
• We don’t manage the ferret…
• No practice for plague control
• No practice for boundary protection

• Some states moving ahead.



CO NRCS PROGRAM

• No state-wide 10j rule in CO. 

• EQIP Special Effort.

• USFWS does bulk of the outreach and habitat evaluation to determine 
eligibility.

• Largely based on acres of PDs- 1,500 acres of black-tail, 3,000 acres of white-tail.

• Neighborhood contracts???

• Provide NRCS a “letter of intent”



CO NRCS PROGRAM

• Primary Resource Concern: “Animals: Inadequate Habitat for Fish and Wildlife”

• Primary practice is 645, upland wildlife habitat management used for monitoring.

• Payment made on the Conservation Zone only.

• Quarterly visual monitoring of PD population density, annual monitoring of colony boundaries, 
and annual photo-point monitoring of vegetation and landscape response.

• USFWS conducts follow-up ferret monitoring.

• 528 (prescribed grazing) may also be contracted if planner identifies livestock 
production limitations, plant health concerns, etc.

• Facilitating practices may also be contracted.





CO NRCS PROGRAM

• Plague Impacts
• If plague hits before BFF release, contract cancelled.

• If plague hits during contract, contract modified.

• Reduced acres

• 645 removed, other practices stay



CO NRCS PROGRAM

• CSP
• BFF added to ANM 57- addressing threats to sensitive species

• Most BFF EQIP participants have subsequently signed up for this program



PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS

• Outreach/Partnerships
• Training Needs

• PII Waiver

• WGFD Coordination
• Intent to release

• Habitat evaluations

• USDA-APHIS Coordination
• Boundary Control

• Flea/Plague Control



PROGRAM CONSIDERATIONS

• Impact on State Program Allocation
• CO: $58K-$980K/year

• Payment limitations

• Not a long-term program

• Program Rules- Contract length, possible cancellation, etc.

• Demand



QUESTIONS?
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