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Nutrient Management 
2016

NRCS is a Voluntary Agency

Over 1 million dollars in cost share were provided to Wisconsin 
Landowners for nutrient management planning in 2015.

THANK YOU TO PARTNERS WHO ASSIST OUR MUTUAL CLIENTS



What’s new in NRCS…….

1. The new 590 standard is through the   
Standard Oversite Counsel and is posted to 
the website.  
2. Training is a major focus in 2016
3. Changes are in place in the way NRCS 
programs work for Nutrient Management
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NRCS Focus is on Paying Producers to apply 590 

• Retesting with the goal of trending downward
• Record keeping & increasing focus on education



590 New Requirements
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1. CAP 102
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Planning
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1. Soil Tests and 
CNMP, or

2. Soil Tests and 
Nutrient    
Management    
Plan

* CNMP and NMP 
require Soil Loss w/in 
“T” (sheet and rill, 
ephemeral, and gully)

1. Record
Keeping

1. Record
Keeping

1. Record
Keeping

2. Soil Test    
Results

Notes: 
1. Record Keeping includes:

a. Right Source – Log sheets show source
b. Right Time – Log sheets to date/time
c. Right Amount – Log sheets show rates
d. Right Location – Log sheets show above three by field/partial fields
e. Winter Spreading Logs (Adequate Conservation Measures?)
f. Anytime Spreading Logs (Identifies Risk Areas)

2. Payment Rates include soil tests to develop a Component Plan (CNMP or NMP)
3. Payment Rates include soil tests during CNMP/NMP Implementation



Plan ahead and Manage Risk potential….



Emergency Plan 
in Action….  
Culvert Control





WINTER SPREADING RESTRICTIONS:

>Avoid Surface Water Quality Management Area
>Do not exceed P removal of next year's
crop (7000 gallons....60 lbs P2O)
>Mitigate if concentrated flow channels exist
>Do not apply if over 6% slope unless
there are no options and mitigation is in
place
>No N & P commercial fertilizer
>No spreading of liquid manure
February through March on well head
compensation fund sites
>No application within 200 feet of direct
conduits to groundwater



Manure is Trackable & liability is avoidable



WINTER RISK REDUCTION CHOICES:
“Mitigation Choices”

• Fall Tillage on the Contour & < 6% Slopes
• No Manure within 200 ft. of concentrated flow channels
• No Fall tillage, no residue removal, no silage
• Contour buffers or CSC
• Reduce rates to 3500 gallons or 30 lbs. P2O5
• Apply manure to only 25% of the field at a time with 14 

day intervals
• Apply manure in intermittent strips on no more than 50% 

of the field

**The other restriction criteria remains for all restriction 
maps (set backs to surface water, shallow soil, etc) 



SIMPLIFIED PAYMENT DOCUMENTATION

**Certified Planner is Taking Responsibility that all required documentation is in place.

Resources will have certification process similar to JAA

Do not certify for payment unless all the pieces are in order

Spend enough time discussing expectations with clients so 
they understand “we expect results from the changes to 
manure management”…third year soil sample





>Timing – (October-April) no Manure dumping
 Assure the Distance to risk factor is adequate

> Improve Client’s Education and Awareness

> Get Clients awareness increased on documenting 

spreading responsibility is adequate

 Find the right risk factors to assure 590 works

 Impact the P levels and balance to Crop Needs

END GOAL FOR 590 PAYMENTS:



Management of Soil Loss, Set Backs, & Application Rates = Reduced 
RISK management=sustainable farming



Proposed Changes to EQIP Payment Process

• FY16 EQIP pays for “APPLIED” nutrient management.  
• A CAP or equivalent component plan is required in order to 

Screen high.  The plan must meet the current NRCS practice
Standard (590) including recent Soil tests (OCTOBER 2015 +)
Follow UW Recommendations.

• Paying to restrict nutrient application to next year’s crop needs
• Paying to demonstrate a reduction in excessive nutrients (Trend)
• Paying after demonstrating strict adherence to spreading 

restrictions

The goal is to put planning ahead of contracting and get beyond nutrient 
management planning as the key to resource protection. 
The objective is to focus on applied 590 and obtain evidence that the plan 
is understood and followed with expectations of impacting soil “P” levels 
while balancing nutrients for next year’s crop.  Documentation and 
education will be key. Practice Standard 590 works only when applied.



NRCS  - Helping People Help the Land

Productive Lands, Healthy Environment
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