
NRCS Practice Certification and 
Documentation

4 Principles for Contract Eligibility
• Producer Eligibility
• Land Eligibility
• Resource Concern
• Eligible Practice



Cost Estimator
Design BEFORE 
Contracting

After a Design, then we 
can use the Cost 
Estimator to document 
what a contract would 
look like.

Cost Estimate 
documents:

Planned Year
Practice Scenario
Units
Cost
Resource Concern
Certification by Planner 
or Engineer with 
appropriate Job 
Approval Authority



Compare the Design to the Contract
Make sure the Design and Contract match BEFORE Construction

Always - Give it 1 last look



Compare the Component and Units in 
the Contract to what is in the Design



If you question something in the contract or design, speak up



Design required 6.5 HP for the Milkhouse Pump, Contract has 1 HP. This needs a modification 
BEFORE construction

Pay attention to the Units

What not to do



Construction Plan
NRCS needs a Red Lined design with Final 

construction results

Signed off by someone with appropriate Job Approval 
Authority



Practice Certification 
Documentation

Location Map
1st Page of the 
Design
References to the 
Contract Items
Practice Purpose



Submit Practice Technical Certification 
Document

Documents field verification
Photos are always appropriate
Actual Location marked on a map
Document changes and why they were 
necessary



The 1245
Application for 

Payment

What is listed on 
the Red Line design 
should match what 
is on the Practice 

Certification 
Documentation, as 
well as the 1245*



In Summary;
• Design = Contracted Amount 
• Modification BEFORE Construction
• Red Line the design to show the As-Built, certified by individual with 

appropriate Job Approval Authority
• Red Line Design transfers to the Practice Certification
• Practice Certification = 1245 Application for Payment
• 1245 Application for Payment is certifying that we addressed the 

Resource Concern and the Practices were installed according to NRCS 
Standards and Specifications

Audits – Audits - Audits
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