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NEPA
National Environmental 

Policy Act

The Environmental Evaluation (EA) 
utilized by NRCS to ensure compliance 

with NEPA is the CPA-52 
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Environmental Evaluation in Planning 
NPPH 180§ 600.11(g)

 All NRCS planning activities will be 
conducted in compliance with NEPA. 

NEPA will be incorporated into all steps 
and activities of the planning process and 
should not be considered as a separate 
process or requirement. 



Environmental Evaluation – CPA 52

 Identifies environmental concerns that may 
be affected

 Provides data for use in establishing 
objectives commensurate with scope and 
complexity of  the proposed action

 Assist in the development of alternative 
courses of action

 To assist in the development of detailed 
plans for implementation, operation or 
maintenance
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Conservation Planning Process

 3 phases
 9 steps
 Iterative
 Dynamic, 

Flexible

MakeMake
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Formulate Formulate 
AlternativesAlternatives

NRCS Planning Process
Phase I

Collection and Analysis

Phase  II
Decision Support

Phase III 
Application & Evaluation

Determine Determine 
ObjectivesObjectives
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ProblemsProblems

Evaluate Evaluate 
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the Planthe Plan
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CPA-52 Content Planning process

D. Objectives

E. Need for Action

F. Resource Concerns/  
Benchmark Conditions

G. Alternatives

H. Effects

Q. Finding

1. ID Problems

2. Determine Objectives

3. Inventory Resources

4. Analyze Resources

5. Formulate Alternatives

6. Evaluate Alternatives

7. Make Decisions

8. Implement Plan

9. Evaluate Plan



How do you determine 
which resource concerns 

are relevant?

 Planning step 3 – inventory resources
 Planning step 4 – analyzing resource data
 Field Inventory guide sheet 
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Step 2 Determine Objectives

Step 1 
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Step 5  Formulate Alternatives



Step 6   Evaluate Alternatives

Step 7   Make Decisions
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The resource concern is 
the basis for the EE. All 
resource concerns must 
be addressed on the 
CPA-52. Check quality 
criteria in Section III of 
FOTG.

Each resource concern must 
have a benchmark and at 
least one alternative 

Purpose becomes the decision 
factor for selecting the  action 
alternative.

Placing your cursor over 
the red triangle will open a 
text box that provides more 
information on how to fill-
out each section.
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Section P may only be 
signed by a certified 
conservation planner or 
TSP

Always use a CATX if it 
applies

In lieu of a CATX use 
3) for EQIP, CSP, 
WRE or CRP

Contact Steve Bertjens if 
you feel 5 applies.

The DC is always signs 
as the RFO with 
exception of CRP which 
is the CED 
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