
Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG)
This planning document includes the official NRCS guidelines, criteria, and 
standards for planning and applying conservation treatment measures. The 
objective of the document is for the purpose of: 
1) helping the planner identify resource problems, 2) evaluate the effects of 
conservation treatments, 3) compare alternatives, and 
4) select the best options to meet client objectives while protecting natural 
resources.
This document is divided into 5 resource planning sections; 1) Section  I - General 
References, Section II - Soils and Site Information, Section III – Conservation 
Management Systems, Section IV – Practice Standards and Specifications and 
Section V – Conservation Effects



Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG)
Section I—General 
References
• State and County maps, 
• Watershed information, 
• Links to NRCS reference manuals 

and handbooks,  
• Technical Assessment Tools
• Natural resource inventories



Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG)
Section III—Conservation 
Management Systems

• Conservation Activity Plans
• Guidance Documents
• NRCS Planning Criteria



Wisconsin  Planning Criteria for Resource Protection 
Resource Concern—An expected degradation of the soil, water, air, 
plant, or animal resource base to the extent that the sustainability or 
intended use of the resource is impaired.
Planning Criteria—A quantitative or qualitative statement of a 
treatment level required to achieve a minimum level of treatment for a 
given resource concern for a particular land area. It is established in 
accordance with local, State, Tribal, territorial, and Federal programs 
and regulations in consideration of ecological, economic, and social 
effects. 
Quality Criteria—A descriptive statement of desired resource condition 
and management, representing a level of use that is sustainable over 
the long term. 



















Conservation Practice Physical Effects (CPPE)



Resource Planning Tools 
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