
    

 

 
 

 

 
	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	
 
	

	 	
	

	
	

	 	 	 	 	
	

	 	
	

	

	
	 	 	

	
	

	
	 	

	

	 	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	 	 	

 	
 

	

 
	 	 	 	 	

United States Department of Agriculture 

Pacific Islands Area (PIA)
 
State Technical Advisory Committee Meeting
 

February	18, 2015	 
1:00 – 	3:00	 p.m. (Hawaii	Time)	 

MINUTES 

Welcome, Introduction & Review of Agenda ‐	Acting	PIA	Director,	Craig	Derickson	 

Partner Reports:
Irene Sprecher	–	DLNR	 DOFAW:		Reported	on 	DLNR’s	Watershed	Initiative	titled	“Healthy	Forest,	 
Healthy	People”;	RCPP	grant;	New 	CREP	Planners 	–	Alex	Gerken	in 	Hilo	and	Kalani	Matsumura	on	
Oahu;	Joint	Forestry	Team	–	DLNR,	NRCS,	HACD,	FS;	Pacific	Islands	Committee	 Meeting	 –	Yap;
Rapid	ohia	death	 

Diane Ley	–	 FSA:	 Reported	on	last	February’s	drought; 	NAP; Tree	Assistance	Program	–	over	100	 
applications	received;	 Emergency 	Conservation	Program;	Micro‐Loan	 Program 

Greg	 Koob	–	 USFWS:		Reported	that 	new 	employee	 Dan	 Tesler	 would start	in	April	 

Stephen Rafferty	–	 Trust	for	Public	Lands:		Reported	that 	TPL working	on	closing	Turtle	Bay‐Mauka	 
easement	 

Ashley	Stokes	–	UH	CTAHR:		Reported	on	UH	filling	extension 	agent	positions	‐	House/Senate	bills	 
to	fill	8	vacant	positions;	 4H; Go	 Farm; Climate 	Change	 

Hudson	Slay – EPA: 		Reported	on	CWA (Clean 	Water 	Act)	319 –	 new 	guidance in	2013; update 5‐
year 	plan;	RFP	on implementation 	projects	with	decision	on 	project selection by 	March 

Alison	Hadley 	–	Guam	SWCD:		Reported	on	service	learning 	for	high	school	students	on soil	health,	 
pollinators	 

Doug	Beaton –	Grazing	 Land	Coalition: 		Reported	on 	Range 	Camp	 

Hannah	Conley	–	Mauna	Kea	SWCD: 	Reported	on soil	health 	workshops	 

Mary 	Robblee 	–	Kona 	SWCD:		Reported	on	Safe 	Harbor	agreement;	 Kona	Coffee	 Expo 

Shelby	 Ishida	–	Oahu 	RC&D:		Reported	on	Waimanalo	BMP	project;	 Waiahole 

FY‐15 NCRS Programs 
 Outreach – 	Shirley	Nakamura,	Jolene	Lau	 

o	 Jolene	Lau,	Public	Affairs	Specialist	solicited	input	on	ways	to	increase	program	
participation.		This	included	suggestions	 for	 improvements	and possible	barriers	to	 
participation.			 

o	 Shirley	Nakamura,	Assistant	Director	for	Programs	requested	comments	on	barriers	
we	may 	have to	participating	in our Farm	Bill	programs; suggestions	for 	improving 
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delivery	of	our	programs	to	our	 clients 	–	including	to	historically underserved
agricultural	clients.		This	includes	limited	resource	farmers	or	ranchers,	beginning	
farmers	or	ranchers,	socially	disadvantaged	farmers	or	ranchers,	and	veteran	
farmers	or	ranchers.		Comments	were 	also requested	on 	soil	health	practices,	fence	
practice	(i.e.,	payment	rate),	irrigation	practices,	and	other	 relevant	topics.	 
 DLNR:		concern	about getting	implementation	of	practice	under	RCPP;	funds
were	also	to	be	used	for support	staff	 

 FSA:	 received 	a	complaint 	from	one	 of	their	clients about cost 	of	getting	 
organic	certification	 

 ORC&D:		translation	of	material	 for	clients	that	spoke	English	 as 	a	second	 
language	(in the	past,	ORC&D	has had 	some documents	translated	 to	other	 
languages)	 

	 Payment Schedules – 	Nicola	Giardina 
o	 Nicola	Giardina,	EQIP	Specialist/Resource	Conservationist 	requested	comments	for	
changes	for	the	FY16	payment	schedules.		This	could	include	recommendation	of
additional	payment scenarios,	such	as addressing	 fencing in	remote	areas	to	address	
wildlife	habitat	protection.		It	 could	also	include	adjustments 	to	payment	rates.	 
 DLNR:		fencing	cost‐share	rates	 are	low	under	NRCS	programs; 	cost	of	 
fencing	for	forestry	usually	higher	 

	 Wildlife Priorities – 	Nicola	Giardina 
o	 Nicola	provided	FY15	 EQIP	update	on 	the	Wildlife emphasis	fund	 pool.		 
Approximately	 5%	 ($200,000)	 of 	EQIP	 funds	 will	be dedicated to	 wildlife	concerns	 
due	to	the	sunset	of 	the Wildlife	Habitat	Incentives	Program (WHIP).		Priorities	are	 
based	on 	the 	Comprehensive	Wildlife	 Strategies	for 	each	 area.		 It	will	focus	on	
federal At‐Risk	species	and	their	rare	or	declining	habitats.		 Nicola	requested	
suggestions	or	comments	on	wildlife	prioritization.	 
 USFWS:		can provide	shape files 	on	 identified 	areas 	of concern	 to	 NRCS; 
however,	it	does	not 	include	coastal 	areas 

NRCS PIA – Program/Technology Updates 
 Conservation Compliance 

o	 Tony	Ingersoll,	Assistant	Director	for	Resource	Technology	and	 Diane	Ley,	FSA	State
Executive	Director	provided	update	on	conservation	compliance. 
 The 2014 	Farm	Bill	requires	that	 the	 Risk	Management Agency’s	Crop	
Insurance	 must	be in	compliance with the Food 	Security	Act	 of 	1985. 

 For	example, 	macadamia	 nut,	banana,	papaya,	coffee 	and	nurseries	who	 
obtain 	this	insurance,	must	now	comply	with	the 	Food	Security	Act	of 1985.	 

 Deadline	for	compliance	is June	30,	2015. 
 Growers	must	also	have	an	AD‐1026	(Highly	Erodible	Land	Conservation	
and	Wetland Conservation	Certification)	on	file. 

 Consider	this	to	be	 a	 small	workload	expectation	 for	FSA	(10‐12 growers),	
and	even	smaller	for NRCS. 

	 Cultural Resources Programmatic Agreement 
o	 Tony 	Ingersoll	provided	information 	on	the	New Prototype	Programmatic	 
Agreement	 between	NRCS 	and	the 	State	of	Hawaii	 Historic	Preservation	Office	dated	 
November 	14, 2014. 
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 Agreement	is 	a	 Trust	Partnership	to	protect	and	preserve 	cultural	resources 
and	historical	sites. 

 The	 agreement	 provides 	flexibility	for 	conservation 	partners	and	 
stakeholders 	in	coordinating 	cultural	resources	reviews. 

 The	 agreement	 streamlines	 NHPA	 section	106	compliance	for some	
activities. 

 The	 new	 PIA	 agreement	negotiations	are	just	commencing,	with	NHPA	
section	106 	review in	place 	until	the	 new 	agreement is	signed. 

	 Section 7 T&E (Threatened & Endangered) Species Programmatic Agreement 
o	 Tony 	Ingersoll	provided	information 	on	the	new	Threatened	& 	Endangered	 (T&E) 
Species	Programmatic	Informal	Consultation	between NRCS	&	USFWS 	dated 
November 	10, 2014. 
 Agreement	is 	a	 Trust	Partnership	to	protect	T&E	Species. 
 The	 agreement	 provides 	flexibility	for 	conservation 	partners	and	 
stakeholders 	in	coordinating	T&E	Species	reviews. 

 The agreement	also	streamlines	 ESA	section	 7	review	process	 for 	some	 
species. 

 The	Revised	Biology	Technical	Note 	#18	 outlines 	the	steps	 of	the	process. 

	 EQIP Aquaculture Opportunities 

o	 Nicola	Giardina	provided	an	update	on	the	Farm 	Bill	program	opportunities	for	 
aquaculture	operations.		 

 Within	the 	regular	EQIP,	 ag	producers	may	apply	for	a	conservation	activity 
plan	(CAP) 	to	hire	 a 	technical	service provider	to	 assess	and	write	a 	plan to	 
address	energy	conservation	on 	the 	operation. 

 Within	the	Conservation	Innovation	Grant	(CIG),	applicants	may	 apply	for	
the	Aquatic	Resources	fund	pool.	 	This	 fund	 pool	may be able to 	demonstrate	 
and	quantify 	the	impact of 	conservation 	approaches 	and	technologies	 most	 
useful	for	addressing	ocean	resources –	particularly 	wetlands,	 coral	and	 
oyster	reefs,	which	achieving	USDA 	conservation	 goals.		 

	 National and State EQIP Conservation Innovation Grant – 
o	 Nicola	Giardina	provided	an	update	 on the	CIG	program.		CIG	does	not 	fund	 
research,	with	the	exception	of 	on‐farm	conservation	research	(OFCR).		OFCR	is	
defined	as	an	investigation	conducted	to	answer	 a	specified	conservation‐related	
questions	using	a	statistically	valid	design,	while	employing	farm‐scale	 equipment
on	farm	fields.		Specifically,	a valid	study	design will	use	an 	appropriate	number	of	
replications	and	statistical	analysis	of	results.	Applicants	must	provide	non‐Federal	
funding	(matching	funds)	for	at	 least	50%	of 	the 	project	cost	(1:1	ratio)	from	cash	 
and/or	in‐kind	contributions. 

o	 The National 	CIG	deadline	is	February 24,	 2015 and	has	$20M	in	 funding	with	a	$1M
project	funding	cap.		The	PIA	CIG	deadline	is	April	10,	2015	and has	$200,000	in
available funding,	with	a $75,000	project	funding	cap. 

o	 FY15 National	 CIG	 Announcement for	Program	Funding	on	NRCS	website: 

 www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/protal/nrcs/main/ 

 The	federal	governments	eGrants	portal	at:	 www.grants.gov 
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o The FY15 	PIA CIG will	be 	announced	 at	a later	date.		 

o	 The National 	CIG	will	seek 	proposals	from	two	major	categories: 
 Environmental	markets	and	finance	–	Includes	greenhouse 	gas	markets,	
environmental	markets	 for	water,	impact	investments	in	working	 lands
conservation. 

 Natural	resources	–	Includes	projects	benefitting	historically	 underserved	
producers,	air	quality,	soil 	health,	aquatic	resources, 	economics	and	 
sociology,	organic 	operation	technologies,	wildlife,	water	quantity,	nutrient 
management 	and	water	quality,	energy	conservation,	co‐management	 for	 
food	safety	 and	herbicide weed	resistance.	 

o	 PIA	requesting	comments	on	the	following	proposed	priorities	for	our	State	CIG.		We	
are	looking	for	projects	that	 are	innovative,	transferable,	 and will	benefit	ag	
producers	who	are	potential	EQIP	clients. 
 Nutrient	management and	water	quality	(i.e.	as	related	to animal	waste),	
energy	conservation,	soil	health/soil	quality,	sustainable	organic	agriculture,	
healthy forest 	watersheds,	wildlife	&	pollinator	habitat	and	water	quantity	
(ground	water	recharge). 

	 2015	 International	Year	 of	Soils	(IYS) 
o	 Amy	Koch,	Soil	Scientist	introduced	 the 2015 IYS 	by	discussing	 principles	in	
improving	soil	health.		Soil	Health	workshops	have	been	conducted	at	 various	
locations	on	Oahu.		Upcoming	workshops	at	Bishop	Museum	(3/5),	 Ag	at	the	the	
Capitol	(3/23),	Mauka to	 Makai	Aquarium	(4/18) 	and	Farm	Fair 	(July).		Upcoming	 
workshops	also	to	be 	held	on	the	Big	 Island	in	Waimea 	(4/13/13, 	11/20/13	&	 
7/29/14),	 Kohala 	(11/5/13),	Hilo	(5/23/14)	 and	 Ka’u	(8/22/14). 

o Bernadette 	Luncsford	has	been	on	 the	Honolulu	news	to	discuss	soil	health.
 
 FY15	EQIP	–	Feral	Swine	Management 	Pilot	Program 	(FSMP)
 

o	 Nicola	informed	group	that	this	 FSMP	was	announced	February	13, 	2015.	 PIA	is	 one 
of	 five states	 selected	to	pilot	the	 Feral	Swine	 Management Interim	Conservation	
Activity	opportunity.		The 	objective	is	to	address	three	primary	purposes: 
 Determine	the	impacts	upon	the	resources. 
 Develop	a	management	plan	to 	address	the	impacted	resources. 
 Evaluate	the	effectiveness 	of	implemented	practices. 

o	 NRCS	will	be 	partnering	 with	APHIS 	and	 other 	appropriate interested	partners	to	 
coordinate	this	pilot	program.		 

o	 The	focal	areas	will	be	announced	once	selected. 

Issues – Open Discussion – Craig	 Derickson 
 To	date	we 	have not 	received	FY‐15	PIA	allocation	 budgets.	 The national	level	of	funding	 for	 
EQIP	in FY‐14	was $1.6	 billion	and	in 	FY‐15,	$1.35 	billing.	The 	Conservation	Stewardship	
Program	(CStP)	had	a	national	enrollment	of	10	million	acres	in FY‐14,	and	7	million	acres	
for	FY‐15.	 

 In 	FY‐15 the 	President’s 	Budget	 for	water	shed	operations	is $20	million. 
 Greg	 Koob,	USFWS,	said	that	he 	is	 going	to start 	the 	Hawaii	Conservation	Funders	Group	 
again	which will	share	information	among	federal,	 state,	and	local	agencies	for	funding	to
address	natural	resource	concerns.	 

Closing Remarks – 	Craig	Derickson	 
 Tentative Future Meeting	 Date: Wed.,	 Sept.	 16, 	2015	 
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 New	agenda items	 are	welcome.		 Email suggestions 	to:	Shirley.nakamura@hi.usda.gov	
 

Attendees: 
Name: Agency 

Oahu:	 Craig	Derickson	 USDA‐NRCS	 
	 	 Tony  Ingersoll  	 USDA‐NRCS  

Sherman	White	 USDA‐NRCS	
Shirley	Nakamura	 USDA‐NRCS	 
Jolene  Lau  	 	 USDA‐NRCS  
Nicola	Giardina	 USDA‐NRCS	
Jolene  Lau  	 	 USDA‐NRCS  
Cheryl	Morton	 USDA‐NRCS	
Donna	Hopwood	 USDA‐NRCS	

	 	 Ashley  Stokes  	 	 UH‐CTAHR  
	 	 Steve  Peterson  	 FSA  

Diane  Ley  	 	 FSA  
	 	 Stephen  Rafferty  	 Trust  for  Public  Land  

Irene	Sprecher	 DLNR‐DOFAW	
Malia	Nanbara	 DLNR‐DOFAW
Gregory	Koob	 USFWS	 

	 	 Shelby  Ishida  	 	 Oahu  RC&D  
	 	 Hudson  Slay  	 	 EPA  

Hilo:	 Kori	Hisashima	 USDA‐NRCS	
Jill	Ficke‐Beaton	 USDA‐NRCS	
Alex  Gerken  	 	 CREP  Planner  
Kanoe	Malani	 Hamakua	SWCD	 

	 	 Doug  Beaton  	 	 Grazing  Land  Coalition  

Kealakekua: Mary	Robblee	 Kona	SWCD	 
	 	 Carl  Rossetti  	 	 USDA‐NRCS  

Waimea:	 Matt	Wung USDA‐NRCS	 
	 	 Reese  Libby  	 	 USDA‐NRCS  
	 	 Carolyn  Wong  	 USDA‐NRCS  
	 	 Drew  Stout  	 	 USDA‐NRCS  

Hannah	Conley Mauna	Kea	 SWCD	 

Kahului:	 Ranae	Ganske‐Cerizo USDA‐NRCS	
Kahana	Stone	 USDA‐NRCS	 
Ryan	Woolbright	 USDA‐NRCS	
Doug	MacClure	 Central	Maui,	District	 Dir.	 

	 	 Maggie  Kramp  	 Maui  SWCD  

Guam:	 Alison  Hadley  	 	 Guam  SWCD  
Jeff	Wheaton	 USDA‐NRCS 
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