
Investing	in	Michigan	-	2016	
Created	by	the	2014	Farm	Bill,	the	Regional	Conservation	Partnership	Program	(RCPP)	is	a	partner-driven,	locally-led	approach	to	
conservation.	It	offers	new	opportunities	for	USDA’s	Natural	Resources	Conservation	Service	(NRCS)	to	harness	innovation,	welcome	
new	partners	to	the	conservation	mission,	and	demonstrate	the	value	and	efficacy	of	voluntary,	private	lands	conservation.	

In	2016,	NRCS	is	investing	up	to	$220	million	in	84	high-impact	projects	that	impact	every	state	in	the	nation,	including	one	in	
Michigan.	This	investment,	which	builds	on	the	$370	million invested	for	2014	and	2015,	will	help	conservation	partners	and	
agricultural	producers	conserve	natural	resources,	leading	to	cleaner	and	more	abundant	water,	healthier	soil,	enhanced	wildlife	
habitat	and	many	other	benefits.	

Tribal	Stream	and	Michigan	Fruitbelt	Collaborative	
Proposed	NRCS	Investment:		$7.9	million	(CCA)	
Lead	Partner:		Grand	Traverse	Band	of	Ottawa	and	Chippewa	Indians	
Number	of	Partners:		21	
Participating	State(s):		Michigan	

To	achieve	long	term	restoration	and	protection	of	a	multi-tribal	fishery,	partners	will	address	aquatic	organism	passage,	
aquatic	habitat	and	water	quality	resource	concerns	at	66	stream	crossings	and	dams	throughout	northwest	Lower	
Michigan.	To	ensure	conservation	investments	are	long	lasting	and	not	undermined	by	drastic	changes	in	watershed	
hydrology,	land	conservancies	will	preserve	nearly	3,000	acres	of	unique,	specialty-crop	agricultural	land	with	permanent	
conservation	easements	in	one	of	the	fastest	developing	areas	in	the	project	area	and	Great	Lakes.	This	additional	land	
protection	and	stream	work	will	help	protect	a	major	portion	of	the	network	of	globally	rare,	cold	and	cool	water,	
groundwater	input,	sandy	substrate	habitats	connected	by	large	forested	corridors	that	deliver	the	highest	quality	water	
inputs	and	comprise	the	backbone	of	resiliency	for	the	Great	Lakes.	Protection	of	water	quality	and	re-connection	of	
aquatic	habitat	in	this	region	is	vital	as	these	natural	resources	underpin	two	major	and	interdependent	portions	of	
Michigan's	economy	-	agriculture	and	tourism.		


