
From the Upper Niobrara White NRD:   

Please let Robin Foulk know your opinion of our past and present recommendations as outlined in our 
Local Working Group Minutes submitted. We have also discussed the issue of the Red Cedar, which 
was noticed to be on this upcoming meeting’s agenda items.   

Recommendation = Request a new practice, manmade windbreaks, be allowed to receive funding 

 

The idea for the fabricated windbreaks started in South Dakota.  A good contact person there is Gary 
Hendrickson in the Belle Fourche FO.  He is the multi county engineering technician there.  Wyoming 
picked up the idea from SD about 5 years ago.  The original thought for them was to provide an 
alternative place to winter cattle away from riparian areas.  Right now we are limited to using them for 
either air quality concerns around feedlots or resource concerns associated with riparian are 
degradation.  I personally feel that we should be able to put them in any or all pastures and use them to 
change the season of use across the ranch. 

Wyoming requires them to be “V” shaped with a 90 degree corner.  This will make the snow drift out 
past the ends of the windbreak.  Typically the ones we build here are made of ‘Super Steel’ galvanized 
panels and I-beams for posts.  The steel panels are 20 gauge and measure 3 ft. by 24 ft. Most of them 
that we contract here are 96 ft. by 90 ft. and 9 ft. tall.  You want at 8:1 to 10:1 length to height 
ration.  They are designed to with stand a 90 mph sustained wind.   

Also a past recommendation to allow financial assistance to install solar pumps on existing wells 

Yes, we do cost share to put solar pumps on existing wells in some cases.  The well has to be permitted 
with our State Engineers Office and the producer must provide a pump test prior to pre-approval of the 
application. The pump test and well permit information must be reviewed and approved by either our 
area engineer or state geologist.  The new pump and the other available water in the pasture together 
must meet the daily water requirements of the herd.  We also have a perimeter require and require a 
grazing plan for a windmill to solar conversion or any new watering facility.  We are pushing the 
conversion of windmills to solar pumps to reduce the number of raptor perches to benefit the sage-
grouse.     



From my personal experience I will not allow cost share for a new pump in a well over about 25 to 30 
years old and never in a steel cased well.  I have had the old well fail or the casing collapse after the new 
pump is installed too many times to let it happen again and try to modify a new well into the contract. 

Please feel free to call me at any time with questions. 

Tim Kellogg (District Conservationist) Gillette Field Office 307-682-8843 x101 

Recommendation to continue to allow red cedar in certain areas in Nebraska   

Lastly, red cedar will continue to be an available species within the Upper Niobrara White NRD.   After 
much discussion with NRD, NRCS and others within our region it was felt proper planning, management 
and design of windbreaks and follow-up maintenance to control potential spread would continue to 
allow the use of this tree species and logical solution to cedar invasion.     The district would not support 
a state-wide elimination of the red cedar, and would rather a region or area exclusion.   Not sure of the 
boundary line but East of UNWNRD. 

 

Robin J. Foulk 

District Conservationist 

308-432-4616 Ext 3 


