
 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission Technical Pre-approval Form  
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Shellfish Aquaculture Programs  

PRE-APPROVAL STEPS FOR SHELLFISH GROWERS 

 STEP 1.  Complete this form and send to Jim Wesson at VMRC for technical approval.   

 

 STEP 2.  Submit approved form to the local NRCS District Conservationist office to begin the 

 application process.  Projects first need to meet the requirements of VMRC (step 1) in order to 

 be considered by NRCS.  Participants/projects will also need to meet additional NRCS eligibility 

 requirements to be outlined by your local District Conservationist. 

 

NRCS PRACTICE     Gear Cycling    Oyster Bed Restoration:         Existing bed          New bed 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone number _____________________________ 

 

Email                _____________________________ 

 

TRACK RECORD 

Number of years of experience in aquaculture _____________________ 

VMRC ID # (product owner or CFL)            _____________________ 

Number of years reported harvest in the VMRC Mandatory Reporting System _____________________ 

 

LEASE INFORMATION 

Lease Number    _____________________ 

GPS coordinates______________________________ 

Waterbody         ______________________________ 

Condemnation  Approved    Conditionally Condemned 



 

Gear Cycling 

Description of current aquaculture system 

 Gear Type  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Amount of gear (number of units)   ________________________________________ 

 

 Description of current gear cleaning techniques ______________________________________ 

 

 

 

Oyster Bed Restoration 

Description of spat on shell setting facility 

 

          Existing  First Time / New facility 

 

Average % setting efficiency (existing only) ________________________ 

Number of tanks         ________________________ 

Size of tanks         ________________________    

Shell source                ________________________ 

Note:  This financial assistance is for the preparation of a spat on shell planting site by planting cultch on 

the site prior to the spat on shell deployment. Financial assistance does not cover shells or larvae for spat 

on shell production.     

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

VMRC TECHNICAL PRE-APPROVAL 

This form meets all VMRC eligibility requirements. 

Authorized By:  ______________________   ________________________ _________ 

   (Print)   (Signature)     Date 

 
  



Virginia Marine Resources Commission Technical Pre-approval 

Contacts 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Shellfish Aquaculture Programs  

CONTACTS 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) 

Jim Wesson 

2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor 

Newport News, VA 23607 

Phone: (757) 247-2121 

Fax:  (757) 247-8101 

jim.wesson@mrc.virginia.gov 

Virginia NRCS Aquaculture Program 

District Conservationist Service Center/Localities Served 

Jane Corson-Lassiter 
PH: 757-787-0918, ext. 120 

jane.lassiter@va.usda.gov 
Accomac: Accomack and Northampton Counties 

Robert E. Williams 

757-547-7172, ext. 102 

robert.williams@va.usda.gov 

Chesapeake: Cities of Chesapeake, Virginia Beach, Portsmouth, 

and Norfolk 

Michael Combs 

804-693-3562, ext. 104 
michael.combs@va.usda.gov 

Gloucester: Gloucester,Mathews,and Middlesex Counties

Matthew Jones 
804-932-4376, ext. 101 
matthew.jones@va.usda.gov 

Quinton: Cities of Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson, Williamsburg, 
and Richmond and Charles City, New Kent, James City, York, and 
Henrico Counties 

Michael A. (Mike) Faulk 
757-357-7004, ext. 114 

mike.faulk@va.usda.gov 
Smithfield: City of Suffolk and Isle of Wight and Surry Counties 

John A. Dille 
804-443-3571, ext. 111 

john.dille@va.usda.gov 

Tappahannock: Essex, King William, and King and Queen Counties 

Debbie A. Bullock 
804-333-3525, ext. 101 

debbie.bullock@va.usda.gov 

Warsaw: Richmond, Westmoreland, Northumberland, and 

Lancaster Counties 
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