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EWP TECHNICAL GUIDE NO. 43 

Re: WS and RC&D - Economics - Urban Flood Damages - URB-1 
Computer Program 

TSC Advisory Mgt FW-4 transmitting the program description for the 
URB-1 computer program states that "since stationing for each alternate 
must be along a common base line, tributaries should not be included 
with the mainstem within an alternate. 11 We have found that tributaries 
can be included with the mainstem by handling each tributary as a 
separate reach and adjusting the stationing along the tributary to have 
a sequential numbering starting with the station on the main channel at 
the tributary junction. 

The evaluation should start along the main channel going upstream using 
the measured stations. The main floodplain may be one reach or divided 
into several reaches. To evaluate damages on tributaries along with 
the main floodplain, change the station numbering on the tributaries. 
For example, 50,000 feet may be added to the station on the main and 
that number added to each station on the tributary. If the station 
on the main channel is 2000 feet, this, as far as the tributary is 
concerned, may be changed to 52,000. The 52,000 would be added to the 
stations along the tributary. Tributary stations 100, 200, 300 etc., 
would be changed to 52,100, 52,200, 52,300, etc. See the attached map 
and Reach Data input data sheet for illustrated examples. 

Stationing for the residences along the tributary will also need the 
same· adjustm2nts. In such cases we will not be changing the distances; 
only fooling the computer so we can make one evaluation run for the 
watershed for each alternate. 
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