Peg Reese retired in 2009 after a 35-year career with NRCS.
So why was she staffing an NRCS exhibit at the annual

Soil and Water Conservation Society (SWCS) meeting in
Greensboro, North Carolina?

“As a former State Earth Team coordinator, I know the
value of volunteers to the agency,” said Reese.

Peg Reese pioneered West Virginia’s volunteer program as a
District Conservationist with the Soil Conservation Service
(now NRCS) by recruiting her first volunteer in 1981.

She was then named the state’s first full-time volunteer
coordinator and helped develop national policy to establish
the agency’s Earth Team Volunteer Program.

Following her retirement, Peg continued her commitment
to the volunteer program by training the new NRCS
Volunteer Coordinator for National Headquarters and
serving as judge for the 2014 National Earth Team Awards.
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At the 2011 SWCS meeting, Peg staffed the Earth Team
Exhibit, which made attending the 2015 Greensboro SWCS  Reese also visited with several college students who were

meeting an easy choice for her. interested in becoming Earth Team volunteers as well as

“By helping NRCS, I get to enjoy the meeting, interact with potential NRCS employees.

many people and reconnect with former co-workers,” Reese  “At the end of the meeting, I returned home filled with the
said. warm and fuzzy feeling you have when you have completed

A perfect example is former co-worker Ron Nichols, NRCS a task and had a good time doing it,” said Reese.

Public Affairs Officer, who was in charge of the display in
Greensboro and was more than happy to share the booth

with Reese.
“There’s great value in having a volunteer who brings her e | e e e el e N RCS
vast knowledge and experience to the workplace,” Nichols component of the Natural

said. “There’s even greater value in having a former Resources Conservation Service. Earth Team
employee like Peg bring her experience to events like SWCS. If you are interested in volunteering, contact the National
She knows the agency, knows the people and knows what Earth Team office at (888) 526~ 3227 or visit

our agency 1s about. http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/

people/volunteers/
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