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• Develop and advocate an elevation data strategy for 
NRCS business applications to include LiDAR, IFSAR, 
and USGS 10- and 30-meter DEMs

• Provide services to the NRI Business program, the three 
Remote Sensing labs, and State resources inventory 
coordinators

• Provide leadership in the development of enterprise 
geodatabases for all NRCS program applications

• Support the National Cooperative Soil Survey Program, 
National Soil Geographic Database development, and 
Web Soil Survey

• Conduct technical reviews of Soil Survey Geographic 
(SSURGO) data, produce digital map finishing products, 
produce hard copy soil survey publications, and provide 
technical assistance as needed

• Provide leadership and guidance in conducting training 
and Webinars on GIS/GPS and other mapping sciences

• Produce complex custom thematic and status maps for 
NRCS customers

• Provide design, layout, editorial, and illustrative 
assistance for the development of a variety of NRCS 
documents including handbooks, manuals, and techni-
cal notes

• Foster Federal and other partnerships for geospatial 
business solutions such as NGCE’s partnership with the 
Farm Services Agency–Aerial Photography Field Office 
and USGS

• Provide training and technology transfer on advanced 
geospatial tools, software, and technologies

•  Provide NRCS ESRI® Helpdesk support and maintain a 
core of geospatial experts

NGCE Geospatial Web Services
The NGCE geospatial Web services enable NRCS program 
staffs to access essential geospatial data for all conserva-
tion planning activities. The Web services enable scientific 
research and development opportunities within all NRCS 
program areas. The NGCE geospatial Web services data 
resources include updated raster and vector datasets in the 
form of imagery, elevation, soils, DRGs, 1:24,000 Hydrogra-
phy (NHD), Transportation/Dynamap, National Land Cov-
er Data, and other agency business spatial layers. Users 
can visualize and analyze an area of interest across the 
Internet that will enhance agency efficiency by providing 
access to geospatial data stored in a centralized authorita-
tive data repository maintained by the USDA NRCS. The 
spatial data can be retrieved from a desktop, laptop, wire-
less mobile device, or anywhere an Internet connection 
exists. The NGCE geospatial Web services are maintained 
by robust ArcGIS® servers that operate on a 24-hour, 7-day 
a week schedule. 

Mission
The mission of the National Geospatial Center of Excellence 
(NGCE) (formerly National Geospatial Management Cen-
ter) is to provide the USDA NRCS with technical leadership 
and expertise in geosciences: mapping science, cartogra-
phy, geographic information systems (GIS), aerial photog-
raphy, remote sensing and global position systems (GPS), 
elevation and imagery data, natural resources data, and geo-
spatial technology. The NGCE provides accessible, up-to-
date, authoritative, and trusted geospatial data and valued-
added geospatial services based on the best geosciences. 

Vision
Delivering geospatial business solutions—The NGCE sup-
ports the mission by preparing and implementing geospa-
tial standards and developing effective applications using 
geospatial technologies.

NGCE Business Plan

Under direction of the Deputy Chief, SSRA, the NGCE is 
reorganized to meet the geospatial needs of the NRCS. 
An additional driving force for the NGCE is its role in the 
USDA’s Geospatial Centers of Excellence to help address 
the geospatial needs of the department and its agencies.

The business plan focuses on the three core business 
areas: Geospatial Data, Geospatial Technology, and Geospa-
tial Services. These core business areas are linked to the 
agency’s five key business lines through the national stra-
tegic plan and the national NRCS business plan.

Key Services
• Serve as a focal point for developing NRCS geospatial 

business requirements
• Provide conservation enabling valued-added geospatial 

products
•  Serve as the official NRCS Geospatial Center of Excel-

lence and Geospatial Management Office (GMO) hub for 
the agency

• Develop and support strategies for the acquisition, inte-
gration, and delivery of geospatial data via the Geospatial 
Data Gateway and other means

• Support and provide leadership in identifying high-quality 
digital orthoimagery for all NRCS program applications

• Provide leadership for national data layers development 
for the NRCS and USDA, ensuring program needs and 
standards are met

• Evaluate and recommend GIS/GPS technology and de-
velop GIS/GPS procedures, applications, and tools

• Provide technical support for GIS and Global Navigation 
Satellite Systems (GNSS)



USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you experienced discrimination when 
obtaining services from USDA, participating in a USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you 
may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, po-
litical beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination complaint form, available at any USDA office location 
or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write to:

USDA
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20250-9410

Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office or to request documents. Individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in 
Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).


