
NRCS Complementing 
WaterSMART Programs



NRCS Complementing 
WaterSMART Programs  
I. Review of On-Farm Criteria in Grants

II. What’s new in NRCS’s EQIP 
WaterSMART Initiative?

III. Example Projects



I. Review of On-Farm Criteria in
WaterSMART Grants



About the Collaboration
• The purpose of the partnership is to maximize the benefits

of the water conservation & efficiency programs of both
agencies through collaboration

• Reclamation provides funding through WaterSMART Grants
to irrigation and water districts for improvements to delivery
systems that conserve water (lining or piping a canal).

• NRCS works with producers within the delivery system area
or district to increase on-farm efficiencies and introduce
conservation practices such as drip irrigation, center pivots,
and cover crops.



Reclamation 
Funded Project

NRCS Funded 
Project



II: What’s in NRCS’s EQIP 
WaterSMART Initiative? 



A process to document EQIP’s Water 
Smart Initiative complementary 
funding. 



. . requires BOR WaterSMART projects ..



.requires NRCS to determine scope and # 
of applicants within the proposal.



. . .requires an internal NRCS proposal . . .



BoR and NRCS Working Together

National Drought Resilience Partnership



III: Example Project



Ashton

Example Ongoing Project: Idaho

North 
Fremont 
Canal 
Piping 
Project



QUESTIONS?
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