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Rogue National Water Quality Initiative Project 

 

• Rogue Drinking Water Partnership 

-    The overall goal of the Rogue Drinking Water Partnership (RDWP) is to protect sources of 
drinking water and improve drinking water quality in the Rogue River Basin by sustaining a 
collaborative partnership of drinking water providers and other organizations concerned with 
clean drinking water.  

- Approached by Julie Harvey, ODEQ, and Mary Beth, NRCS about applying for an NWQI 

- Based on recent RDWP project success working on source water assessments and the 
momentum of the partnership.  

• Partnership among NRCS, state water quality agencies and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency to improve and protect water quality through voluntary conservation. 

- Rogue River Watershed Council (RRWC) applied for NWQI funding in winter 2019 on behalf 
of RDWP. 

- RRWC awarded the $120k grant in spring 2020 to complete a Source Water Protection Plan 
that focuses on addressing agricultural resource concerns in specific Upper Rogue 
watersheds. 

- Project period: 9/30/2020 – 9/30/2022 

- Rogue Valley Council of Governments (RVCOG) was contracted to complete the first phases 
of the watershed assessment document and is currently working on Phase 2. 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE SOURCE WATER PROTECTION (SWP) PLAN: 

1. Identify and prioritize key critical areas within the SWP area. 

2. Identify practices that will address agricultural threats to water quality within the SWP area. 

3. Increase coordination and collaboration between local, state, and regional entities to address 
non-point sources of pollutants in the SWP area. 

4. Increase the capacity of the current partners to address non-industrial private forestland 
contributions of pollutants to the SWP area. 

5. Develop an education and outreach strategy focused on agricultural producers in critical areas 
within the SWP area. 

6. Prioritize education and outreach to key landowners and producers within the SWP area. 

7. Reduce levels of nutrients, sediment, and pesticides from agricultural sources and increase 
riparian buffers within the SWP area. 
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