2021 NRCS Sherman County Local Work Group Meeting 2/25/21
Meeting Began: 10:00 a.m.
Presenter: Emily Huth
Resource: PowerPoint slides

Additional Powerpoint Notes:

@ EQIP Completed Practices:

<% Brush Management (Juniper) — |0 ac.

7 Water Troughs and Cisterns - 2 troughs, 2
cisterns

ﬁ Livestock Pipeline — Over 3,000 feet
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- Hope to submit new CIS by April LOWER DESCHUTES WILDFIRE RESTORATION AND
for funding in 2022 PREVENTION

- Interested in supporting
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This project area is planned to overlap with the SWCD's Strategic
feed ba Ck* Implementation Area (SIA) boundary and conservation needs.

Discussion:
Local producer and SWCD board member

-Commented that he would like to see funding for Weed-It technology and weed resistance to
chemicals is increasing. He also mentioned that he appreciates the effort toward juniper
removal in the county.

Stephanie Payne (Small Farms & Organic Specialist) (stephanie.payne@usda.gov)

- Works with small farms and organic producers, can provide financial and technical assistance

- Main programs:
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o High Tunnel Initiative:
(https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/programs/financial/
eqip/?cid=nrcseprd398832)

= Unheated greenhouse mainly used to extend the growing season.
At least 6 feet tall in middle
= Cost-share
e for the high tunnel. Does not fund heating, ventilation of
irrigation
o for supporting practices like mulching and cover crops
= Similar deadlines to EQIP
o Organic producers:
= open to organic and transitioning to organic producers
= similar deadlines to EQIP
o Deadline: April 16™ (if receive more funding)

- Developing CIS: multi-county (9 counties) to help contribute to local food and food insecurity.
Currently picking priority areas

- Quick survey for producers https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/899X3RL

Amanda Whitman (SWCD Manager)
- ODFW SAl is moving along and they hope to come out next month for field visit
- in process of hiring a new watershed coordinator

FSA Update

* Has been extended indefinitely (Was Feb. 12t)
* General CRP sign-up deadline

Don’t

* March I-July I5 L, FORGET!
* Primary Nesting Season ~
Y g NI

e March 15-April 23 (tentative)
* CRP Grasslands sign-up period
* March 15
* ARC/PLC enrollment and election for 2021

* July 15|

 Acreage reporting deadline

Dan Son (Weed District):
- good season of noxious weed control-> can provide data and hotspots
- hiring 2 seasonal for Deschutes CWMA, March 15"-November
- wants to increase outreach and education

- looking into new funding


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/899X3RL

Jacob Powell (OSU extension):
- how to maintain already purchased precision machines (EQIP funding?)
- Create Weed-IT opportunities

o create funding (EQIP?)-> NRCS is looking in to
o cooperative ownership (Morrow County has) between NRCS and SWCD and
then is rented out to producers

- OSU research

o post harvest weed control-> pulverize chaff to destroy weed seeds
- Pollinator habitat-> we should figure out what varieties work here
- create a watershed fire resource inventory Avenza map (Gilliam County has)

- increase cost-share for water development to service both livestock and fire capacity-> NRCS
has funding for cisterns

Meeting Adjourned: 11:00 a.m.



