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Meeting Agenda
• Welcome and Local Work Group Meeting Overview
• New NRCS Staff
• FSA CREP 2020 Summary 
• Review 2020 EQIP/RCPP/CSP Contracts 
• Review 2021 Conservation Implementation Strategies
• 2021 Drought Outlook
• Emerging Technology
• Grant County Demographics
• Website Resources / Customer Service / Local Input 

Opportunities
• Funding Opportunities Beyond 2021 
• Review of County Priority Resource Concerns/ New Project 

Ideas
• Zoom meeting Listening Sessions



Local Work Group Meeting Purpose
• Review performance of the past year projects.
• Help shape plans and prioritize future project.
• Connect with partners and new audience members 

to seek opportunities to leverage partnership funds.
• Learn about other NRCS programs which may 

provide opportunities or beneficial to you.
• Check in, how are we doing, what can we do better.
• Are there emerging technologies/science that we 

need to look at?
• Gather input from producers and partners.



John Day Field Office Staff

Aaron Roth - District Conservationist 
541-575-0135 ext. 113 aaron.roth@usda.gov
Hannah Mears – Soil Conservationist   
541-575-0135 ext. 104  hannah.mears@usda.gov
Stephanie Moothart – Soil Conservationist  
541-574-0135 ext. 114 stephanie.moothart@usda.gov
Tereasa Perkins – Soil Conservationist Technician
541-575-0135 ext. 106  tereasa.perkins@usda.gov
Mathew Brown – ODF – Field Forester
541-575-1139  matthew.t.brown@oregon.gov
Austin Reimer – ODF - AFF Forester
541-575-1139 austin.b.reimer@oregon.gov
Vacant – GSWCD - CREP Technician
Vacant – NRCS – Soil Conservationist
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FSA - Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program

• This program provides a rental rate for enrolled 
acreage and funding for the following practices:

• Riparian Fencing
• Tree and Shrub Plantings
• Grass Seeding
• Weed Control
• Juniper Control and Piling

• These practices are used to protect and enhance 
aquatic and riparian tributary habitats and to 
address water quality issues listed in the local Ag 
Water Quality Management Area Plans.  

• The CREP tech funding was awarded to the Grant 
SWCD for the years 2020 and 2021.  The position 
services both Baker and Grant counties.



Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) - Grant County Summary
• One Mid-management plan was designed and 

implemented in 2020
• Eight applications were received and seven went to 

contract in 2020
• Three contacts expired in 2020 and only one project 

was renewed.



Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP)
2020 Summary

Funding Pool # of 
Contracts

$ Obligated Acres of Treatment

JDU Basin Forest 
Resiliency

2 $168,950 244 acres



Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP) – 2020 Summary

Funding Pool # of 
Contracts

$ Obligated Acres of Treatment

Blue Mountains 
Vegetative Health 

Imitative

5 $217,631 140 ac. Pre- commercial 
thinning

345 ac. Juniper removal



Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 
2020 Summary

Funding Pool # of Contracts $ Obligated Acres

2020 - Renewal 3 $359,918 12,334
2020 - Classic 10 $1,104,616 31,088
RCPP - CSP 2 $343,606 5,204

Total 15 $1,808,140 48,626

• 4 Forestry Contracts
• 11 Ag Contracts



2021 Grant County Funding Opportunities

 RCPP 
 South Fork John Day Watershed Restoration (SFJDWC RCPP)

 Upper John Day Flow Restoration and Protection (CTWSRO RCPP)

 EQIP
 JDU Basin Forest Resiliency 

 Ritter Uplands Management

 Kahler Multi-County Uplands Improvement Project

 Statewide Initiatives
 Seasonal High Tunnels

 Energy

 Organic/Transition to Organic

 Deadline for Applications is April 16th 2021



2021 Grant County Funding Priority Map



CSP

• CSP Renewals 2021
• Application and ranking was completed in fall of 2020. 
• 6 applications were selected for funding.
• Contacts will be obligated in February 2021.

• CSP Classic 
• Application Deadline TBD

• CSP and changes in the 2018 Farm Bill
• Reduced Funding from $9 billion to $4 billion in new farm bill
• NRCS more involved with the enhancements and certification
• Enhancements are tied to EQIP practices and require field 

verification 



2021 Drought Outlook



SNOTEL – Snow Water Equivalent



Emerging Technologies
• New registration for use on Rangeland
• Preemergent herbicide
• Does not break down in the sun
• May keep annuals out for up to 4 years
• Site consideration
• Cost consideration



Grant County Demographics
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Technology, Customer Service, Local Input

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wp
s/portal/nrcs/site/or/home/

Oregon NRCS 
Website:



Oregon Local Work Group Meetings



OR NRCS – Interactive Map



Grant County NRCS Webpage

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/pro
grams/?cid=nrcs142p2_044
033

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/programs/?cid=nrcs142p2_044033


Farmers.gov



Funding Opportunities Beyond 2021

2022

New or Renewal RCPP
Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration 

Partnership
New CIS development?

2023

New or Renewal RCPP
Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration 

Partnership
New CIS development?  

2024

New or Renewal RCPP
Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration 

Partnership
New CIS development?



Local Work Group Priorities
County Priority Resource Concerns

1. Invasive Species (including juniper, annual grasses 
& herbaceous weeds) sweet briar rose?

2. Forest Health (including aspen restoration)
3. Grazing Management (including stock water 

developments and cross-fencing for private lands)
4. Water Quality/Quantity (including irrigation 

efficiency improvements, stock water)
5. Easements (to keep working lands in ag production 

and mitigate threat of subdivision)



Grant County Listening Session
• Break out sessions by land use. 
1. Review Resource Concerns 
2. Review Current and Future Project Areas 
3. Gather Input 
4. Potential Partners? 

Cropland/Pastureland
Tuesday February 16th from 1 – 2 pm
Rangeland
Wednesday February 17th from 1 – 2 pm
Forestland
Thursday February 18th from 1 – 2 pm



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 

institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 

expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to 

all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact 

the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program 

information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program 
discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA 

office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information 
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit 
your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 

20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

mailto:program.intake@usda.gov



