
Annual Data Refresh of Soil Survey Database 

In order to provide updated official soils 
information, the United States Department 
of Agriculture-Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) soil 
survey database was refreshed on July 1, 
2020. This date reflects a change in the 
annual soil database refresh cycle from the 
previous date of October 1st. Going 
forward, the USDA-NRCS will continue to 
refresh soils data on July 1 and will no 
longer use October 1st. 

The USDA-NRCS soil survey database 
contains both tabular data (soil properties 
and interpretations) and spatial data (soil 
maps). The tabular data was refreshed for 
all 3,375 soil survey areas in the United 
States and Island Territories and the spatial 
data was refreshed for 327 soil survey 
areas. One National Interpretation, the 
National Commodity Crop Productivity 
Index, was revised and this updated 
version is now included in the tabular data. 

Customers can access the USDA-NRCS soils data by visiting 
the Web Soil Survey (WSS) or Soil Data Access 
(SDA). Use WSS to create thematic maps, 
generate reports, create custom 
manuscripts, and download soils data for your area of interest or soil survey 
area. Use SDA to write custom SQL queries against the tabular data or to 
connect to the soils database with web services. 

To stay updated about various soil-related issues, you may subscribe to GovDelivery, which is a free 
service. 

For assistance with GovDelivery and WSS, send inquiries to SoilsHotline@usda.gov. 

For assistance with SDA, send inquiries to soildataaccess@usda.gov. 

For assistance from the Soils Hotline, a State Soil Scientist, or a local NRCS Service Center, click the 
“Contact Us” link in WSS. 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://sdmdataaccess.sc.egov.usda.gov/Default.aspx
https://sdmdataaccess.sc.egov.usda.gov/Default.aspx
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSDANRCS%2Fsubscriber%2Fnew%3Ftopic_id%3DUSDANRCS_55&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf80f32a3f9dd4829334908d81919f940%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637286946641309104&sdata=xedmxjni6Z%2FUHCFrJtkbEPsGvWXBBY61IPXq0wkb694%3D&reserved=0
mailto:SoilsHotline@usda.gov
mailto:soildataaccess@usda.gov
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs


Questions about soils data in a specific State should be directed to the State Soil Scientist. Contact 
information is available for all  State Soil Scientists.  

For more information on the Web Soil Survey, see “I Want Help With…” on Web Soil Survey Home 
Page or visit the NRCS Soils webpage. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nrcs.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Fnrcs%2Fdetail%2Fsoils%2Fcontactus%2F%3Fcid%3Dnrcs142p2_053951&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf80f32a3f9dd4829334908d81919f940%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637286946641319097&sdata=OTu8S88Eq4OnPbSOgKfuJV0b3tL8cc2neqfeJh3CHE8%3D&reserved=0
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsoils.usda.gov%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cf80f32a3f9dd4829334908d81919f940%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637286946641329093&sdata=AfZKZqRyVba8oLUNoj%2FMzvPcRjYmrPzDe2PwdpQSdD0%3D&reserved=0
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