
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FROM IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION EASEMENT PROGRAM (ACEP) 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to prepare an 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for major Federal actions significantly affecting the 

quality of the human environment. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has 

completed a Programmatic Environmental Assessment (EA) of its proposal to promulgate a 

revised regulation implementing the changes made to ACEP by the Agricultural Improvement 

Act of2018 (2018 Farm Bill) and making other minor administrative changes. The NRCS Chief, 

the responsible Federal official, must determine if the proposed action, Alternative 2 in the EA, 

constitutes a major Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment 

such that an EIS should be prepared. 

ACEP is a voluntary easement program comprised of an agricultural land easement (ALE) 

component for protecting the agricultural and grazing uses, future viability, and related 

conservation values on farms and ranches and a wetland reserve easement (WRE) component for 

protecting and restoring wetlands that have previously been impacted by agricultural practices. 

In developing its proposed action, NRCS had to ensure ACEP would be implemented in a 

manner that achieves the purposes for which ACEP has been authorized. As stated in the 

legislation, the purposes of ACEP under the 2018 Farm Bill are to-

( 1) combine the purposes and coordinate the functions of the wetlands reserve program, the

grassland reserve program, and the farmland protection program, as they were in effect on the

day before the date of enactment of the Agricultural Act of 2014;

(2) restore, protect, and enhance wetlands on eligible land;

(3) protect the agricultural use and future viability, and related conservation values, of eligible

land by limiting nonagricultural uses of that land that negatively affect the agricultural uses and

conservation values; and

( 4) protect grazing uses and related conservation values by restoring or conserving eligible land.

Most of the changes Congress made to ACEP in the 2018 Farm Bill are administrative in nature, 
have limited potential to impact the environment, and leave little discretion for NRCS to exercise 
in updating the regulations implementing ACEP. For ACEP-ALE, Congress eliminated the 
requirement for agricultural land easement plans, except for portions of the easement that are 
highly erodible land. For ACEP-WRE, Congress authorized the establishment of an alternative 
vegetative community on up to 100 percent of an easement pursuant to State-specific criteria and 
guidelines, if such community substantially benefits migratory waterfowl or other wetland 

wildlife or meets local resource concerns or needs. Congress also added as an ACEP-WRE 
priority the value of the easement for improving water quality. 

In December 2019, NRCS made the ACEP Programmatic EA available to the public and 
requested comments. Two comments specific to the Programmatic EA were received and they 
did not provide new information that is relevant to environmental concerns or that bears on the 
proposed action or its impacts and therefore they warranted only minor revisions to the ACEP 
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