
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
3381 Skyway Drive 
Auburn, Alabama 36830 
Voice: 334-887-4581 
Email: Amelia.Dortch@al.usda.gov 
Web: http://www.al.nrcs.usda.gov 

 

Release No.: 000005.21  
Contact: 

Steve Musser (334) 887-4503 
Steve.musser@usda.gov. 

 

Urban High Tunnel Initiative Announced for Metro-Birmingham and Bessemer 
 

AUBURN, Ala., January 21, 2021 – USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
State Conservationist for Alabama Ben Malone announced a new initiative focused on addressing 
urban conservation in Alabama’s urban areas. Eligible individuals in the metropolitan 
Birmingham and Bessemer area are encouraged to apply for funding by March 22, 2021. 

This initiative will be focused on 
strengthening food systems and 
promoting locally grown foods 
through expanded access to 
affordable, fresh foods in urban 
areas. 

NRCS Alabama will provide 
financial assistance to urban 
farmers to install high tunnel 
systems through its Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 
NRCS staff will provide on-site 
technical assistance to help 
producers implement conservation 
practices that protect natural 
resources on their land. 
 
“Working alongside landowners, NRCS Alabama will have the opportunity to do our part in 
supporting sustainability and conservation in an urban setting,” said State Conservationist Ben 
Malone. Eligible producers are encouraged to visit their local USDA Service Center to sign up 
by March 22, 2021. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to: USDA Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 
20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 
377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
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