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 Session Notes  
State Technical Advisory Committee  

October 22, 2020, 9:30a-12:30p - Teleconference  
 

Attendees: 
Addie Candid 
Bill Eller 
Caroline Walls 
Chris Elder 
Roylene Comes at Night 
Robert Compton 
Sherre Copeland 
Courtney Naumann 
David Ryan 
Erin Eaton 
Alan Fulk 
Nathan Gallahan 

Jonathan George 
Bonda Habets 
Harold Crose 
Corina Hayes 
Jacob Turner 
Jennifer Boie 
Kristen Coles 
Mike Kuttel Jr. 
Megan Stewart 
Michael Crowder 
Mike Baden 
Nicole Berg 

Nicholas Peak 
Wendy Diamond 
Meghan Stuart 
Courtney Naumann 
Mike Baden 
Mary Root 
Ashley House 
Michelle Hennings 
Gary Bahr 
 

Introduction and Housekeeping – Nick Vira, NRCS State Partnership Liaison 
• Welcomes everyone.  

 
Opening Remarks – Roylene Comes at Night, NRCS WA State Conservationist 

•  “By the Numbers 2020” Power point presentation 
 
Wildfire Environmental Impacts – Bonda Habets 

• Natural Disaster Relief Power point presentation 
• NRCS Program Payment schedule Justification of Cost Share Rates >50% (does the 

STAC support the higher rate greater than 50% general EQIP and 75% HU-EQIP.  Send 
Nick comments on whether you support to (maintain WA NRCS payment scenarios 
at 75% general EQIP (90% HU-EQIP) WA NRCS is asking for the STACs continue support 
for the higher rate; a payrate greater than 50% General EQIP (75% HU-EQIP) 

• Bonda will send a list of practices w/50% or 75% (152 practices and 192 scenarios to 
Nick and he will distribute to the STAC – Currently ok for FY21  
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Payment Scenario Financial Assistance Rates – Bonda Habets 

• “Emergency watershed protection program (EWPP)” power point reference – Bonda 
Habets 
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NRCS Program Update – Wildfire Special sign-up & CSP Renewals – Alan Fulk 
“Program update Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP/Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP)” – power point presentation 

 

 

 
 



5 | P a g e  
 

 
 

• Payments need to be processed by November 6th 
• EQIP rules will be released on Monday Oct 26, 2020 

 
Voluntary Stewardship Program – Bill Eller 
Bill: V(B)SP to complete their 5-year report.  Commission will receive 25 5-year reports may 
be contacting NRCS to see if they can provide data they need for report. 
 
Farm Service Agency Emergency Programs – Rod Hamilton 

• FSA emergency programs covering livestock, corn barley wheat, sales commodities 
for 2019 and 230 crops nursey crop, fruits,   

• Corona virus food program 
 

STAC Wildlife Committee Update – Mike Kuttel Jr. 
• STAC wildlife subcommittee received quality feedback on specific wording of 

ranking questions for each focus area (minus Olympia Oyster) in CART. We will work 
with the subcommittee to finalize. Target is two or three ranking question in addition 
to geo-spatial data. 

• Have STAC approve recommend the following EQIP State wildlife funding pools and 
focus areas to the State Conservationist: 1) Aquatic Habitat; 2) Terrestrial Habitat 

 



6 | P a g e  
 

 
 
STAC Soil Heath committee Formation – Joe Williams 

• Looking for diverse group of partners interested in promoting and expanding soil 
health adoption opportunities.  Joe would like to Stand up the STAC Soil Health Sub-
committee soon.  Contact Joe at j.joe.williams@usda.gov or 360-704-7782 if 
interested. 

• Looking at getting subcommittee formed quickly and implementing for FY 22.  
Contact Joe or Bonda if interested.  Some will be needed by January.  Time is of the 
essence.  Group in place now and working on issues to get implanted for FY22. 

• What type of committee make up?  Ag and soil heath can affect.  Broad based 10 
people would like to begin to meet within the next month. 

• ACTION NEEDED - Report action items to Nick by next Wednesday.  
 

mailto:j.joe.williams@usda.gov
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Roylene – Closing remarks: 
 
Adjourn 
 
The next STAC meetings is scheduled for January 21, 2021. 
The remaining STAC meetings for the remainder of FY21 are as follows: 
March 25, 2021 
July 29, 2021 
Nov 4, 2021 
 
Power point presentations: 

• “By the Numbers 2020” – Roylene Comes at Night 
• “Natural Disaster Relief” – Bonda Habets 
• “Emergency watershed protection program (EWPP)” – Bonda Habets 
• “Program update Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP/Conservation 

Stewardship Program (CSP)” – Alan Fulk 
 

Deadlines/Action items: 

CSP Payments need to be processed by November 6 
EQIP Rules plan to be released  October 26 
Submit application and eligibility requirements for EQIP wildfire 
fund pool by 

November 20 

CSP renewal contracts have to be obligated by December 31 
STAC committee submit payment schedule justification of cost 
share rate to Nick (yes or no) – Bonda will send list of practices to 
Nick to distribute to STAC 

ASAP 

 


