
LOCAL WORKGROUP MEETING 

FEBRUARY 12TH, 2020, 9:00am-11:00am 

MINUTES 
9:00 am – meeting called to order by Chris Mundy- NRCS District Conservationist for Crook County 

Commenced introductions of all participants 

Chris Mundy gave an overview of the Local Work Group Process and how it is used to direct Farm Bill 
Dollars. 
 
Chris explained the history of the Strategic Approach to Conservation in Crook County from 2010 until 
present time.   This included accomplishments and challenges of the past Conservation Implementation 
Strategies including: The Conant Creek Watershed CIS, The Tri-County Forestry CIS, The Crook County 
Aspen Restoration CIS, The Sage Grouse Initiative(still active) as implemented in Crook County and The 
Crook County Mule Deer Habitat Improvement CIS (still active).  
 
Chris gave an update of Current CIS’s including:  

• SGI – over 100K acres of habitat conserved or restored – excellent partnership with BLM and 
ODFW;   

• Maury Mule Deer Habitat CIS – 16 contracts in two years improving MD habitat on over 7000 
acres.  

• Lower Crooked RCPP – 2 plans submitted by the Watershed council so far – excellent partnering 
with SWCD and Watershed Council – Sanders gave an update on the status and work completed 
highlighting the completed survey on the entire 18-mile reach and the plans submitted to NRCS 

• ACEP/ALE – Current Conservation easement nearly finalized on critical mule deer, elk and 
antelope winter range.   

• The Two Chief Proposal has been submitted for a third year.  We are hopeful that it will get 
funded this time and its approval or denial will dictate future workload in the county and 
potentially which CIS strategies are pursued in the coming years. 

 
Chris opened the floor to discussion of future CIS options. 

• The McKay Creek Steelhead/on-farm irrigation CIS (on schedule for implementation on 2021) – 
Ron Nelson gave an update on progress with OID and the PL566 dollars and we discussed the 
possibility of DRC applying for an RCPP as a possible funding source -the advantage being 
potentially more funding in a shorter period of time and the ability to fund some of the 
engineering.  This CIS is still active and has been approved for funding, but we have been held 
back by delays for the last few years. 

• Chase Duncan gave an overview of the Grizzly CIS he is working on – and explained that they 
have been granted a USFS fuel reduction grant that should dovetail nicely into the CIS.  Chris 
suggested holding off on submitting this CIS until the Joint Chief has been decided.  Aside from 
the budget page and the new resource concerns (CART) needing to be added this CIS is ready to 
submit.   

• Mesic Habitat Restoration – Christina Santana explained the roadblocks they have been running 
into in other counties getting BDA’s permitted – between the DSL, ACOE and the FWS fish 



passage issues it has become very difficult to implement BDA’s.  It seems like it is just Oregon 
having these problems – other states are putting in lots and quickly. 

• McKay Creek Fish passage – Andy Gallagher gave an overview of a potential CIS to replace under 
25 irrigation diversions on upper Ochoco Creek.  Lots of partner buy-in and they have a TA grant 
to design the new diversions to be fish friendly.  This is an item identified in the long-range 
strategy. 

 
At this point, Chris asked for input or suggestions from all present.  Everyone was asked if they have 
anything to contribute. 
Ron-no comment 
Debbie-Weed board has been spraying lots of annual grass for sage grouse habitat in the Paulina area. 
OWEB grant being used to treat yellow star up O’neil and Mckay – biocontrol on Russian Knapweed. 
New rust for Canada Thistle.  She is concerned that McKay water switch doesn’t currently have a weed 
component. 
Larry- BLM has treated or contracted most of the juniper in the Paulina/12-mile PAC.  Jackpot burning 
underway in Brothers area.  NEPA does cover area from Crooked River to Combs Flat. 
Mylen- good updates on Hemp production.  IWM Train the Trainer coming in late Feb. early March.  
Irrigation specialist is coming on board in three months. 
COID in Tumalo promoting on-farm training hopefully before irrigation season starts.  March 7th and 
April 14th irrigation field days will cover LESA/LEPA. 
 
Jenna- no comment 
 
Jen-DRC wanted to add that one of their new focuses is resolving water quality issues. 
 
Andy – Stakeholder engagement – it would be great to see NRCS getting back into irrigation efficiency.  
He hopes to identify groups of stakeholders he can roll into the CIS system. 
Fiona- Mentioned the ACEP/ALE near Post again. 
 
Victoria – Bigger is better on the projects and she would like to see more water quality focus. 
 
Chris Bolton – They are beginning to address retreatment of old juniper cuts.  Seeing lots of seedlings 
and misses.   Discussion about fire being the right tool. 
 
Jenni- Diversity is good 
 
Tim Deboodt – he just wants the Federal and State Partners to know that the county wants to stay 
involved and hopes we will keep them informed of what is going on with natural resource projects. 
 
10:30 – meeting adjourned. 
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