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Why is NRCS changing to CART?



USDA Secretary =>
• Streamline 

Programs
• Increase Efficiency
• Improve Customer 

Service

3

Customers/Partners/Field Offices/NRCS of Future => 
Simplify - Streamline

NRCS Chief Priorities =>
• Implement 2018 

Farm Bill
• Streamline our 

process and program 
delivery

• Improve Customer 
Service

Customer requests, Congress, and Secretary of 
Agriculture

Streamlining



How did AERT work for contracting?



For every AERT fund 
pool applied for, on 
average 55 questions 
had to be answered 
by NRCS staff.



APPLICATION

AERT example:

High Tunnel

Forestry

LWG Concern

Fund Pool Categories to rank Contracts

High Tunnel
contract

Forestry contract

LWG Concern 
contract

Three contracts to manage 
for one participant.  

Inefficient contracting, 
duplication of documents, 

confusion of what contract, 
not streamlined.



How will CART work for contracting?



Every CART fund pool questions will be 
asked and answered only once by NRCS 
staff.

Multiple 
Ranking Pools Ranked 

Simultaneously



• CART will create a Plan Assessment of multiple conservation practices, 
which may be eligible under multiple Ranking Pools, then merged into 
ONE Contract.  

• CART will assure a practice is not funded twice on the same land unit by 
separate funding sources

• CART eliminates > 30,000 duplicate applications nationwide

• CART eliminates repeat questions to improve efficiency (Streamline)



APPLICATION

CART example:

High Tunnel

Forestry

LWG Concern

Fund Pool Categories ranked simultaneously

ONE 
Combined 
Contract

ONE contract to manage 
for one participant.  

Efficient contracting, no 
duplication, reduced 

confusion, streamlined.
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