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SEC. 1244. [16 U.S.C. 3844] ADMINISTRATIVE

REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSERVATION PROGRAMS.

(n) SOURCE WATER PROTECTION THROUGH TARGETING OF AGRICULTURAL
PRACTICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out any conservation program administered by the Secretary, the Secretary shall
encourage practices that relate to water quality and water quantity that protect source waters for drinking water
(including protecting against public health threats) while also benefitting agricultural producers.

(2) COLLABORATION WITH WATER SYSTEMS AND INCREASED INCENTIVES.—
(A) IN GENERAL.--In encouraging practices under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(i) work collaboratively with community water systems and State technical committees established
under section 1261(a) to identify, in each State, local priority areas for the protection of source
waters for drinking water; and

(i) subject to subparagraph (B), for practices described in paragraph (1), offer to producers
increased incentives and higher payment rates than are otherwise statutorily authorized by the
applicable conservation programs administered by the Secretary.

~ (B) LimitAaTIoON.—AnN increased payment under subparagraph (A)(ii) shall not exceed 90 percent of
practice costs associated with planning, design, materials, equipment, installation, labor, management,
maintenance, or training.

(3) RESERVATION OF FUNDS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.--In each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023, the Secretary shall use to carry out this
subsection not less than 10 percent of any funds available for conservation program administered by the
Secretary under this title (other than the conservation reserve program established under subchapter B of
chapter 1 of subtitle D).

_ (B) LimiTaTiION.—Funds available for a specific conservation program shall not be transferred to fund a
different conservation program under this title.



This effort will not result In a separate
project or separate funding, but....

Conservation program applications received from
landusers (farmers, woodland owners) in the selected
priority areas may receive higher consideration for
funding to treat natural resource concerns, and

If funded, may receive a higher level of financial
assistance for some conservation practices and
activities



By September 30, 2019
NRCS in each state is required to:

* |dentify priority areas

« Entire or portions of already identified source water protection
areas (SWPA)

 Have a protection plan, in addition to an assessment that:
» characterizes the source water,
* identifies areas of concern,
« potential threats, and

» describes source water protection goals and an action plan
for implementation

e More guidance to come on:
« Identifying priority practices for the increased payment rates



Input Requested from Interested Parties to Help Identify Potential Priority Areas for
NRCS Program Priority and Increased Incentives to Agricultural Producers

Name, contact information, and who you represent:
What is the water source? (river, lake, groundwater, atc.)
Where is the source located?

Who does it serve? {towns/communities/etc.)

How many customers? Rural, urban, both?

What/where is the protection area? Please provide pertinent maps if available.

What are the identified areas of concerns? (failing septic systems, ag fertilizer use, cattle in streams)

Are there other potential threats?

How doeas agriculture impact the source?

Current protection activities, if any?

Is there a SWP assessment that characterized the water source, identifies areas of concern and
potential threats, and describes SWP goals and an action plan for implementation?
Is there a SWP plan?

What else do you want us to know?

USDA |5 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER AND LENDER

Tell us why your drinking
water source needs NRCS
to provide natural resource
assistance to landusers in
the protection area.

Remember, NRCS can only
assist on agriculture related
resource concerns.



In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohlbited from dlscrimlnatlng based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Bralille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S.
Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov




e Select Planning Committee — community representation

e Delineate Protection Zones — contributing areas of Water Supply
Source(s)

e Contaminant Source Inventory - identify potential contaminants

e Develop Management Strategies — regulatory, BMP, E & O

e Contingency Planning — drought, contamination, alternatives

e Implementation — management strategies, review & update




* Health-based impacts to drinking water
- Elevated nutrients
- Increased turbidity
- Pathogens

e Leads to immediate and significant impacts
- Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)
- Disinfection By-Products (DBPs)
- Increased drinking water treatment costs



Ohio River at NKWD intake, Sept 9



Gulf Hypoxia Task Force - Zone Reduction Goal




Nearly 100 Water Systems

Population Served ~ 400,000



Nearly 200 Water Producers

Population Served ~ 4,000,000



* Monitoring

e Analysis of Water Use and Information Needs

e Water Resource Development and Technical
Assistance

* Drought Mitigation and Response
e Communications & Outreach

e AWOQA and nutrient reduction strategy












Rob Blair, SWP Coordinator
Division of Water
robert.blair@ky.gov
502-782-6893

Allan Shingleton, SWP
Division of Water
allan.shingleton@ky.gov
502-782-6907
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