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Snow depth 3/29/19 = 63 inches
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Peaked at 283% on 3/15, 
Started melting 4/1 
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Presentation Notes
RFC W Walker below Little Walker Apr 1 = 258kaf apr-jul, max forecast 289kaf still less than minimum NRCS forecast
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2017 RFC forecast for W Walker below Little Walker was greater 384kaf than NRCS 330kaf, observed was 406kaf new record



Key Points:
Snowpack:

• Another big year, similar to 2011 and 2005, not as big as 2017 except…
• Mid-Elevations (6000-8000ft) near record high in Eastern Sierra, greater than 2017
• Leavitt Meadow set all-time record (283% of med peak), currently 6x’s normal for Apr 5 
• Snowpack still increasing, only Leavitt Meadow has started melt.        

Precipitation: 
• Walker basin already exceeded (112%) average annual total
• A lot of precipitation gage plugging issues this year, finally solved now
• Far less precipitation than in 2017, especially in Fall

Soil Moisture:
• Well below average. Due to dry Fall, little winter rain, delayed snowmelt. 

Streamflow Forecasts: 
• Forecasts increased +40-60% from March 1 due to high snow at lower elevations
• April-July forecasts are for >200% of average flows

• E Walker 140KAF, 
• W Walker below Little Walker 330 KAF  (NWS RFC is lower at 250KAF)
• W Walker near Coleville 335 KAF

• Forecasts generally greater than 2011 and less than 2017 observed flows
• Observed flows often greater than 50% exceedances forecasts in big years
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