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Google 
“NRCS Nevada Snow Survey” 
for the Snow Survey 
Homepage.

Follow links to subscribe

Subscribe to Nevada Water Supply Outlook
Email List



Key Points:
• February 1 conditions and forecast were all near normal

• February 7 conditions are slightly above normal, 

• Snowpack is very healthy, well distributed across key elevation 
bands, including below SNOTEL network.

• Dry soils are a wildcard this year, how much snowmelt will they 
soak up?

• Is 2016 a decent comparison year - maybe?

• Spring moisture is another wildcard. 



Water Year Precipitation
Feb 1 to Feb 7

SWE Increase ~8-12%
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Snowpack
Feb 1 to Feb 7

Increase ~10-18%



Snowpack is 
very healthy 

well distributed 
across key 
elevation 

bands 







Few sites at low & high elevations

Middle elevational band has the 
best correlation to seasonal 
streamflow

Almost 30% of 
basin area



2/7/19  
6.1” SWE 142%





Humboldt at Comus – 2016 Peak daily cfs 1170cfs
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Early Feb
Flows at 
Comus
Currently 
similar to 2016

Keep in mind 
2016 was 
coming out of 
prolonged 
drought



2018 Forecast
Review

Actual flows last 
summer were less 
than April 1, 2018 
50% forecasts in 
part due to poor 

spring prepitation



2018 Nevada Forecast Review





Key Points:
• February 1 conditions and forecast were all near normal

• Snowpack = 98% of median, 
• WY Precip = 88% of ave, 
• Stream Forecasts = 91-110% of ave

• February 7 conditions are slightly above normal
• Snowpack = 113% of median, 
• WY Precip = 105% of ave, 
• Stream Forecasts = likely +10-15%

• Snowpack is very healthy, well distributed across key elevation bands, including 
below SNOTEL network.

• Dry soils are a wildcard this year, how much snowmelt will they soak up?

• Is 2016 a decent comparison year - maybe?

• Spring moisture is another wildcard. 
• 2018 observed flows were less than April 1 50% exceedance forecasts
• Mainly due to relatively dry spring in Upper Humboldt.   
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