
2018 Baker County Local Work Group Meeting 
February 20, 2018 

Crossroads Art Center/Carnegie Library 
10:00 am-noon 

 
Mike Burton opened the meeting with welcomes and introductions.  Misty Bennet presented 
an overview of how the local work group process works and how future projects are derived 
from input from the local work group meeting.  Also presented was a snapshot of 2016 and 
2017 EQIP projects and funding pools. 
 
Partner updates were then presented as follows: 
 

o Tri-County Weed:  Working on weed spraying this spring with a focus on the 
Baker PAC area for Sage Grouse.  Also partnering with BLM on weed treatment 
projects.  

o Baker County Commissioners Office:   Working on NEPA grant to treat private 
forestland around the Baker Watershed. 

o USFWS:  SGI work is continuing with spring lek counts, CCAA work and 
participating in the Local Implementation Team (LIT). 

o ODF:  Finishing up Eastface work and working on new Fire Management Plan 
projects. 

o ODFW: continuing work in the Keating area with the Keating Mule Deer 
Initiative.  Working on fawn and calf counts this spring, as well as Lek counts. 

o Burnt River Irrigation District: Low snow pack so far this year and worried about 
impacts to irrigation in the Burnt River area. 
  

 
Mike Burton then moved the meeting towards the landowners present and asked for resource 
concerns and/or project ideas for the future: 
 
Resource Concerns brought up: 
 

A. Weeds 
B. Forest Health 
C. Water Quality 
D. Water Quantity 
E. Fire 

 
Potential Project listed by Participants: 
 

1. Baker City/Baker County is very interested in forest health in and around the Baker 
Watershed.  County Commissioner Bill Harvey was present along with the County 



Natural Resources Specialist and Arvid Anderson, City Council Member.  This project 
was discussed as a group and a follow-up meeting was scheduled to discuss further. 

2. Upper Burnt River Irrigation was brought up for the area above the Unity Reservoir. 
Several landowners were present and a follow-up meeting in Unity will be planned. 

3. Sumpter Valley Forestry was discussed.  There is a possibility to include this in Baker 
Watershed proposal as it is on the back side of that watershed.  Follow up with the 
County was planned. 

4. East Eagle Irrigation was discussed briefly.  Several meeting have already occurred 
for that potential project and a CIS is already in the works. 

 
 
 
 
Meeting ended at 11:45 am. 
 
 
 


