Organic Certification Process
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History

Many standards and certifiers
Organic Foods Production Act of 1990
Act implemented in 2002

Consumer demand, market based
Only 1 standard; “organic” = USDA




USDA National Organic
Program

Regulations and guidance
Enforcement

Accredited Certifying Agent (ACA)
provides certification

Audit ACAs



National Organic
Standards Board

15 member

Recommendation about substances
Development of standards (i.e.
commercially available seeds)
Public






Step 1: Application

Pick a certifier: 13 options

in KS of farms:

e 32% w/ Ecocert

e 28% w/ OCIA (Organic Crop
Improvement Assoc)

e 16% w/ OK Dept of Ag

e Rest with miscellaneous

Complete OSP



Step 1: Application / OSP

e Land history transportation

e Buffer zones e Labeling

e Seeds, planting e Materials
stock e Recordkeeping

e Fertility

e Pest management
e Harvest, storage,






Check boxes



OCIA

- '_ Natural Resource Management Practices
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Operator #: Operation Name: Date:

As you describe your natural resource management practices, please note that some of your answers to questions about natursal resource
management may be relevant to other sections of this 03P as they relate to crop rotation, nutrient and manure management. The
following questions are intended to address general, whole-farm goals and approaches to organic natural resource management.

1. Please describe how your farming or ranching practices — crop and/or livestock production practices — maintain or

improve natural resources, foster cycling of nutrients, promote ecological balance, and conserve biodiversity. Please Nist the
-
specific strategies or practices you use that contribute to each general goal listed below, as applicable.

A) Conserve soil; Improve soil condition; Prevent soil erosion.

B] Prevent water contamination by plant nutrients; Protect water quality.

C) Conserve water

D) Conserve biodiversity (soil organisms, pollinators, natural enemies of pests, predators, native habitat, vegetation and
wildlife).




Fees

2 fee structures

(chapter member structure)
Base: $325

Acreage based fees (cap at
$3,250/yr)

— Ex: $1.50/acre for small grains;
$2.95/acre for corn, large grains

Inspection fees (hourly rate)

OR fees based on sales plus
Inspection



Fees



or FSA Office



Step 2: Review OSP

PART 205—NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM
Contents
Subpart A—Definitions

05.1 Meaning of words.
5.2 Terms defined.

Subpart B—Applicability

E 205.100 What has to be certified.

E 205101 Exemptions and exclusions from certification.

£ 205102 Use of the term, “organic.”

£ 205103 Recordkeeping by certified operations.

£ 205104 [Reserved]

£ 205105 Allowed and prohibited substances, methods, and ingredients in organic production and handling.
BE 205.106-205.199 [Reserved]

Subpart C—Organic Production and Handling Requirements

05.200 General
05.201 Organic production and handling system plan.
05.202 Land reguirements.
05.203 Soil fertiity and crop nutrient management practice standard.
05204 3Seeds and planting stock practice standard.
05.205 Crop rofation practice standard.
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06 Crop pest, weed, and disease management practice standard.
07 Wild-crop harvesting practice standard.
05.235 [Reserved]
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Step 3: Inspection



Step 3: Inspection

Inspection cost often hourly = be prepared:

Field maps

Crop rotation plan

Field records (planting, inputs, pest control)

Harvest records

Input documentation (purchase of seeds, fertilizers, etc)
Sales documentation (products, quantities, etc)



Step 4: Review Report



Step 5: Decision



Certification

Annual update & inspection
Ongoing updates
Unannounced inspections

Residue testing



Record Keeping

Maintain records concerning the production, harvesting,
and handling of organic agricultural products ( § 205.103)

Records must:

— be adapted to the particular operation (i.e. flexible!)
and sufficient to demonstrate compliance

— be maintained for 5 years

Lots of templates (ATTRA, certifiers)



Ecocert Seed Search Documentation

Name and Contact of
Information of Source

Method of
Contact

Date
Contacted

Reason Organic Equivalent is unavailable

|_|Email
DFa:::

Please check at least one reason and provide further
justification here:

[ Ivail Quality |_|Quantity | |Form/Variety
Explanation:
Does this supplier carry
organic seeds (Y/N)7?

!:J

Email

Please check at least one reason and provide further
justification here:

[ IMail Quality |_|Quantity |_|Form/Variety
Explanation:
Does this supplier carry
organic seeds (Y/N)?
3. [(IEmazil Please check at least one reason and provide further
[Fax justification here:
CIMail LQuality [IQuantity LIForm/Vanety

Does this supplier carry
organic seeds (Y/N)?

Explanation:




Ecocert Documentation Forms

AUDIT TRAIL FORMS

EQUIPMENT CLEANOUT LOG
This sheet should be kept on or near the equipment.

Name of certified operation:

Machine or Piece of Equipment: Crop Year:
Cleanout date By Condition of equipment Cleanout performed as
Note any repairs or maintenance needed per protocols?* Y/IN

*Protocols are the routine, step by step procedures established to make certain that equipment 1s properly and completely cleaned each and every time
cleaning 15 required.



Ecocert Documentation Forms

AUDIT TRAIL FORMS

L

LM GERT |
cCuALE

FIELD INPUTS LOG
A record of the materials vou use for each field

Name of certified operation:

Field IDx: Acres: Crop: Year:
Seeds/Transplants
Date Crop/variety - Planted/transplanted Seeding rate/Transplant spacing

Fertilizers/Pest Control

Date Material applied/ - Brand or Source Rate/Amount Notes

Additional Notes and Observations




Transitional Certification

e OPTIONAL

 Apply after 1 year (of 3 year transition)
e Fees often same as organic certification
e Can NOT use the word “organic”

e Market incentives?



Kansas Organic

NRCS






Kansas Organic

e ~180 certified operations
e 120 in crop (corn, wheat, alfalfa, vegetables)
 ~60 handling (feed, slaughter, etc)
e ~10in livestock (cattle, hens)



in Billions

$50

540

530

520

$10

S0

Total U.S. Organic Sales and Growth, 2007-2016

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

B Organic Non-Food Sales
B Organic Food Sales
Source: Organic Trade Association




Source: USDA NASS






Questions?
Comments?

NRCS






Resources






NOP Sound & Sensible

e Videos, how to guides, self assessments, etc.
e Developed with partners like WSDA, Tilth, and many more
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