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History
• Many standards and certifiers
• Organic Foods Production Act of 1990
• Act implemented in 2002
• Consumer demand, market based 
• Only 1 standard; “organic” = USDA  



USDA National Organic 
Program

• Regulations and guidance
• Enforcement 
• Accredited Certifying Agent (ACA) 

provides certification  
• Audit ACAs 



National Organic 
Standards Board

• 15 member 
• Recommendation about substances
• Development of standards (i.e. 

commercially available seeds) 
• Public



Steps to certification



Step 1: Application
• Pick a certifier: 13 options 

in KS of farms: 
• 32% w/ Ecocert
• 28% w/ OCIA (Organic Crop 

Improvement Assoc)
• 16% w/ OK Dept of Ag
• Rest with miscellaneous 

• Complete OSP



Step 1: Application / OSP

• Land history
• Buffer zones 
• Seeds, planting 

stock
• Fertility
• Pest management
• Harvest, storage, 

transportation
• Labeling
• Materials
• Recordkeeping









Fees
• 2 fee structures 
• (chapter member structure) 

Base: $325
• Acreage based fees (cap at 

$3,250/yr)
– Ex: $1.50/acre for small grains; 

$2.95/acre for corn, large grains 

• Inspection fees (hourly rate)

• OR fees based on sales plus 
inspection 



Fees



or FSA Office 



Step 2: Review OSP



Step 3: Inspection



Step 3: Inspection

• Inspection cost often hourly = be prepared:
– Field maps 
– Crop rotation plan
– Field records (planting, inputs, pest control)
– Harvest records 
– Input documentation (purchase of seeds, fertilizers, etc)
– Sales documentation (products, quantities, etc) 



Step 4: Review Report



Step 5: Decision



Certification 

• Annual update & inspection

• Ongoing updates

• Unannounced inspections

• Residue testing 



Record Keeping 

• Maintain records concerning the production, harvesting, 
and handling of organic agricultural products (§205.103)

• Records must: 
– be adapted to the particular operation (i.e. flexible!) 

and sufficient to demonstrate compliance
– be maintained for 5 years 

• Lots of templates (ATTRA, certifiers)



Ecocert Seed Search Documentation 



Ecocert Documentation Forms



Ecocert Documentation Forms



Transitional Certification

• OPTIONAL 
• Apply after 1 year (of 3 year transition)
• Fees often same as organic certification
• Can NOT use the word “organic” 
• Market incentives? 



Kansas Organic

NRCS





Kansas Organic 
• ~180 certified operations

• 120 in crop (corn, wheat, alfalfa, vegetables)
• ~60 handling (feed, slaughter, etc)
• ~10 in livestock (cattle, hens)



Source: Organic Trade Association 



Source: USDA NASS





Questions? 
Comments?  

NRCS



Resources



Resources





• Videos, how to guides, self assessments, etc. 
• Developed with partners like WSDA, Tilth, and many more 

NOP Sound & Sensible
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