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Origin of Livestock 
• Livestock for meat production must be under full organic 

management no later than last third of gestation.
• Breeding stock may be obtained from conventional sources, 

but can’t be sold as organic slaughter stock



Origin of Livestock 
• Poultry must be under continuous organic management 

beginning no later than the second day of life (i.e. “day old 
chicks”). 

• Older birds grown under conventional management can only 
be used as breeder stock for hatching eggs. 



Origin of Livestock 
• Dairy animals must be under organic management for 1 year 

prior to milk being organic. 
• If whole herd and farm are being transitioned together, the 

herd can be fed third-year transitional feed from that farm; 
allows farm to transition in 3 years. 



Livestock Feed 

• All feed, pasture and forage 
must be organically produced

• Allowed substances may be 
used as additives and 
supplements (vitamins, 
minerals)

Flax meal



Pasture   



Pasture Requirement
• During the grazing season, ruminant animals must be able to 

obtain feed grazed from pasture
• Not less than 120 days/year (not necessarily continuous)
• Pasture must account for 30% of their Dry Matter 

Intake/DMI on average

NRCS







Pasture Requirement

Exceptions: 
• Temporary confinement with outdoor access when 

pasturing animals can lead to excessive soil compaction
or for some health care reasons (not lactation).  

• During finishing (1/5th of life or 120 days), livestock are 
exempt from 30%, but must be maintained on pasture 
during grazing season.  





Pasture Plan
Livestock producers must have a pasture plan in their OSP which 
includes:

• Types of pasture (species) provided.
• Management practices to ensure quality and quantity of 

pasture throughout the grazing season.
• Location and size of pastures, including maps giving each 

pasture its own identification.
• Location and types of fences.
• Location and source of shade and water. 
• Soil fertility and seeding systems.
• Erosion control and protection of natural wetlands and 

riparian areas practices.



Pasture Considerations 

• Pasture must be managed as an organic crop (transition, 
seeds, pest man, nutrient man)

• Buffers, possibly with secondary fencing (farm 
boundary)
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Selected materials allowed for pasture management: 
• Potassium chloride (muriate of potash) allowed if derived 

from a mined source (many are not?). 
• Rock dusts including most mined minerals, such as 

lime/aglime (hydrated lime is produced synthetically).
• Compost, manure, etc. 
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Pasture Considerations 



Weed Management 

• Very few approved herbicides that are suitable for 
pasture (some for immature weeds)

• Focus on prevention: 
– Reduce bare ground (avoid over grazing, maintain dense stand, 

cold & warm season grasses in pasture)
– Avoid letting weeds go to seed (grazing, mowing)
– Soil (proper liming and fertilizer)
– Sanitation (compost manure if possible, clean equipment, 

scout for weeds near pastures)



Weed Management 

• Weed Management 
in Organic Pastures 

• Sid Bosworth, Ph.D., 
Extension 
Agronomist, 
University of 
Vermont



No treated lumber in contact with soil or livestock



• Fence, structures, compost facility (unless barrier or way to 
prevent contact)

• Existing treated wood may be permitted if it does not 
represent a significant contamination hazard

• New or replacement construction may not contain any 
prohibited materials where they can contact organic soil, 
crops, or animals. 

• Treated wood not “application of prohibited substance” that 
requires 3 year land transition. 

Treated Wood



Pastured Poultry 

• Across the Creek farm in West Fork, 
Arkansas

• Raising 10,000/yr broilers on pasture & 
hens

• ~34 acres
• Not certified organic, but non-GMO 

feed, no antibiotics/hormones, all 
pasture

• Former organic inspector and ATTRA 
livestock specialist 



Questions? 
Comments?  



Livestock living 
conditions 



Livestock Living Conditions 
• Year-round livestock living conditions which accommodate 

the health and natural behavior of animals
• Continuous total confinement indoors, or in yards, feeding 

pads, and feedlots is prohibited.
– OK in non-grazing season or for supplemental feeding  
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Livestock Living Conditions 
• Year-round access to the outdoors, shade, shelter, exercise 

areas, fresh air, clean water for drinking, and direct sunlight… 
• …must be well-drained and managed to prevent runoff of 

wastes and contaminated waters.

Photo by USDA NRCS



Livestock Living Conditions 

Photo by USDA NRCS

Livestock may be confined for a short time for the following 
reasons: 
• Inclement weather 
• Specific health and safety needs of the animal 
• Risk to soil or water quality (compaction)
• The animal’s stage of life (baby chicks, controlled mating) 



Photo by USDA NRCS

Natural Resources & 
Biodiversity



Soil Stability & Water Quality

Frequency, intensity, and timing of grazing is closely 
managed to protect soil and water quality; animals moved 
every few days to new paddock while leaving adequate 
forage and not overgrazing.  

Maintaining or improving natural resources (example): 

Millet pasture post-grazing



Supporting Wildlife

Using wildlife friendly fencing and non-lethal predator control 
before lethal methods (e.g., guard animals, grazing large and 
small animals together, or housing vulnerable animals 
overnight). 

Maintaining or improving natural resources (example): 



Supporting Wildlife

Using strategic mowing, tilling, and harvesting methods to 
preserve sites where wildlife raise their young. 

Maintaining or improving natural resources (example): 



Livestock Health Care

• The producer must establish and 
maintain preventive livestock health 
care practices (selection of species, 
sanitation, nutrition, non-GMO 
vaccines, etc)  

• When prevention fails, medical 
treatment must be given.  

• However, if antibiotics are used, can’t 
be sold as organic.  



Livestock Health Care

• No hormones for growth or breeding 
promotion. 

• GMO probiotics not allowed 
• Some de-wormers/parasiticides allowed as 

emergency if other prevention fails in 
dairy, but can’t sell dairy products for 90 
days
– not allowed for meat production.



Livestock Health Care

• Parasites can be a challenge 
• Focus on prevention and good nutrition
• Grazing management (multispecies-cows 

don’t share parasites with goats/sheep)
• Diatomaceous earth (DE) used by some 

producers for internal 
• Soaps, DE, plant oils used for external 

parasites (lice, ticks, etc)



• Organic animals must be slaughtered at a certified 
organic facility (unless on-farm per federal/state 
exemptions) – can limit organic livestock 

• ~3 certified facilities in KS that do meat 
processing/handling? 
– Frankfort Meat Processing (Frankfort, KS) 
– Kiowa Locker System (Kiowa, KS) 
– Simply Essentials (poultry; Overland Park, KS)

Livestock Handling 



Questions? 
Comments?  



Resources
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