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Conservation Compliance

In 1985, the Food Security Act was
passed.

This law stated that erosion must be
controlled on land determined to be
highly erodible.

Highly erodible land determined to not
be controlling erosion could be “out of
compliance” with Food Security Act
reguirements.
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Conservation Compliance

e |If found to be out of compliance,
oroducers are at risk of losing their
—arm Bill program benefits.

e Those benefits include:

e FSA loans and financial assistance
programs.

« NRCS and FSA conservation program
benefits.

 Federal crop insurance premium subsidies.
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Conservation Compliance

 The Office of Inspector General (OIG)
recently completed an audit of NRCS’ highly
erodible land compliance policy.

« The audit found NRCS in some states has
been inconsistently applying the highly
erodible land compliance policy defined in
the Food Security Act.

« NRCS will now implement conservation
compliance policy consistently nationwide. =0,
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Conservation Compliance

 The following conservation compliance issues
will be applied more consistently:

— The identification and required treatment of ephemeral
gully erosion.

— State-issued guidance for controlling sheet and rill,
wind, and ephemeral gully erosion.
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Conservation Compliance

 This could impact the way producers are
currently farming.

 Fields found to have ephemeral erosion
will now need to control this type of
erosion, regardless if soll Ieaves the field,
or not.
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Conservation Compliance

« Ephemeral gullies are ditches that
develop in fields when concentrated
flow from heavy rains and runoff
washes away the soil and causes a

ditch to form.
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Conservation Compliance

« An ephemeral gully is able to be farmed across
—whereas a classic gully cannot be crossed by
field equipment.

e Classic gullies are not required to be controlled.

- = I
Chi ]

Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service

nrcs.usda.gov/



SDA

=
— United States Department of Agriculture

Conservation Compliance

e NRCS conservationist will

work with producers to .

: Conservation
develop a conservation plan Plan
to control ephemeral erosion.

« NRCS conservation programs
(EQIP, CSP, etc.) provide
funding to assist producers
with installing the

conservation practices in
their conservation plan.

Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service

nrcs.usda.gov/



SDA

—_———
— United States Department of Agriculture

Conservation Compliance

 Conservation practices that help
control erosion include:

Terraces
Waterways
No-till

Sediment Basins

Cover Crops
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Erosion Control Conservation Practices
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Producers won’t have to make these changes
overnight. They will have until Dec. 31, 2019,
to have required conservation practices in
place.

NRCS has the flexibility (variances) to work
with producers to give them the opportunity to
meet the highly erodible land requirements,
Including the control of ephemeral gully
erosion.
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Producers are encouraged to visit with the
conservationists in their local NRCS office to
learn more about their current conservation
plan.

If changes are found to be needed, NRCS has
the expertise to help producers meet the
conservation compliance policy update.
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Questions?

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all

programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-
3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of
the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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