
Forecast Review Summary:

Dry spring weather (illustrated on page
2), combined with persistent drought
effects, resulted in actual streamflow
falling short of the April 1, 50%
exceedance forecasts for most points
the NRCS published in 2016.

The graphic to the right summarizes
April 1, 2016 streamflow forecasts for
each exceedance level as a percent of
average. The black rectangle shows
actual streamflow for comparison.

The graphic on page 3 summarizes
these results. Over half the forecasted
streams (19 out of 37) experienced
actual flows between the 70% and 90%
exceedance levels, while another six
streams had actual flows less than the
90% exceedance level.

This kind of year causes water users
frustration, as allotment numbers are
often reduced as the season goes on. In
addition to below normal precipitation
between April and July, lingering
drought effects, such as reduced base
flows and depleted streambank
storage, likely also played a part
reducing runoff efficiency in some
areas.

The takeaway from 2016 is that any
forecast is a range of exceedance
levels. Never rely solely on the 50%
exceedance forecast. Forecast statistics
dictate that, even in April, there is a
one in ten chance that actual flows will
not meet that 90% exceedance level,
especially under extreme conditions.
The 50% exceedance is the middle of
the road, there is a 50% chance of more
streamflow occurring is conditions are
wet, and conversing, a 50% chance of
less streamflow occurring if conditions
turn dry.

For a more detailed summary of
volumes by basin refer to page 4-14.



Spring Precipitation: April precipitation was in general above average, however May – July was dry in many areas. 

Precipitation as a Percent of Average
April 1-30, 2016

Precipitation as a Percent of Average
May 1 – July 31, 2016
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